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Amoeba Music's discerning & knowledgeable experts (AKA, our staff) 
have put their collective heads and ears together to bring you 
a biased & completely un-objective collection of... 


OUR FAVORiT= 
NEW MUSIC & MOViES! 


FALL/WINTER 2010 





WELCOME TO ANOEBA Nusic 


Tee BIGGEST iNDEPENDENT NUSIC STORE iN THE COUNTRY! 


Amoeba Music has become synonymous with music and movie 
expertise, from the arcane to the popular. Our staff consists of the 
most passionate connoisseurs of all cultural explorations, from the 
people who check your bag to the folks who buy your used goods at 
the front counter! 


AllAmoebites were asked to list their top five favorite releases from the 
past six months and beyond! We then had a team of experts decipher 
their cryptic handwriting, analyze the results and compile the lists into 
this little book! 


WE HOPE YOU FIND THE RESULTS 
INTERESTING AND USEFUL! 





ILLUSTRATIONS BY 
WAYNE SHELLABARGER 


SOME HELPFUL BiNTS: 


Y Our USED selection is fully guaranteed to play perfectly. Buying used means 
you can get more for your money — and many out-of-print and rare items 
that are ONLY available used! 





ES The NEW items are designated with a white price tag. The USED items 
<5 have yellow, green or red price tags. The “red tags“ indicate clearance items. 
CLEARANCE items have an ongoing deal; buy three, get the fourth of least 
value for FREE! 


CS All the sections have clearance areas at the end of their respective used 
* sections. Don’t forget to look underneath the bins for extra bargains which 
may not be represented in the above corresponding bin. There are tons of 
nuggets hiding in pockets all over this store, so be sure to look all around! 


SAPPY SUNTING! 
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LOVES FIREE LIVE NUSIC! 


All three Amoeba stores host free, all-ages live shows and events 
throughout the year to showcase our favorite 
local and worldwide talent. 
A sampling of recent live in-stores at Amoeba: 


BAND OF biORSES KIS ONE ROBERT 
RANDOLPH & 
CocoROosi= JONSi Tree FAMILY BAND 
BROKEN SOCIAL FLYiNG LoTus 
SCENE ROBYN 
SURFER BLOOD 
CeriSTIAN SCOTT ; 
REFLECTION Tree DWARVES 
NirRAB ETERNAL 


Ozzy OSBOURNE JimM LAUDERDALE LiTTke BOOTS 


Visit Amoeba.com for in-store performance videos from all three stores, artist 
interviews, behind the scenes footage and sneak peeks into what they find at the 
store in our What's In My Bag features! 


ANOFBA.COM 


Amoeba.com is your source for the latest in-store information for upcoming shows, 
in-store photos, free downloads, contests, our “Amoeblogs” about film and music and 
much, much, more! 


Ways to stay in touch: Sign up for the Amoeba newsletter at Amoeba.com, 
get updates via our mobile list by texting keyword AMOEBA to 67463, and 
become our friend on Facebook, Twitter and MySpace! 


Each Amoeba Music has its own personality and unique selection! Visit all three: 


BERKELEY SAN FRANCISCO KOLLYWOOD 
2455 TELEGRAPH AVE. {855 MAiGeT ST. 6400 Sunset BLVD. 
(510) 549-1125 (415) 831-1200 (823) 245-6400 
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A SANPLNG OF OUR 
FAVORITES BY GENRE 


CDs & LPs 


The Black Keys — Brothers 
(NONESUCH) 


The National — High Violet (4av) 
Jonsi -— Go (x1) 


Tallest Man on Earth - 
Wild Hunt (DEAD OCEANS) 


Dum Dum Girls —- | Will Be (sus 
POP) 


Band of Horses - Infinite Arms 
(COLUMBIA) 


Ariel Pink's Haunted Graffiti — 
Before Today (44D) 


Arcade Fire — The Suburbs (merce) 


Best Coast - Crazy For You 
(MEXICAN SUMMER) 


Stars — Five Ghosts (vAGRANT) 


The Drums —- The Drums 
(MOSHI MOSHI) 


Blonde Redhead - Penny Sparkle 
(44D) 


Beach Fossils — Beach Fossils (cap- 
TURED TRACKS) 


Ty Segall - Melted (Goner) 


Teenage Fanclub — Shadows 
(MERGE) 


Foals - Total Life Forever (sus Pop) 


y 
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Wild Nothing — Gemini (captureD 
TRACKS) 


Avi Buffalo — Avi Buffalo (sus Por) 
Autolux — Transit Transit (Ato) 


Wavves -— King of the Beach (rat 
POSSUM) 


Menomena -— Mines (Barsuk) 


Frank (just Frank) -— The Brutal 
Wave (wierD RECORDS) 


Marc Cohn - Listening Booth: 
1970 (SAGUARO ROAD RECORDS) 


Big Boi — Sir Lucious Left Foot: 
The Son Of Chico Dusty (Der jam) 
Guilty Simpson - OJ Simpson 
(STONES THROW) 

The Roots — How | Got Over (DEF 
JAM) 

Andre Nickatina — Khan! The Me 
Generation (\-KHAN DISTRIBRIBUTION) 


Roc Marciano —- Marcberg (Fat 
BEATS) 


E-40 — Revenue Retrievin’: 
Dayshift/Nightshift 
(HEAVY ON GRIND ENT) 


Nas & Damian Marley - 
Distant Relatives (REPUBLIC) 


Eminem -— Recovery (Arma) 


SOUL 


Bettye LaVette — Interpreta- 
tions: The British Rock Songbook 
(ANTI) 


Sharon Jones & the Dap-Kings — 
I Learned The Hard Way (psPTONE) 


Georgia Anne Muldrow - 
Jyoti-Ocoted (1) 


Leela James — My Soul (stax) 


Erykah Badu —- New Amerykah 
Part Two: Return of the Ankh 
(MOTOWN) 


Kelis — Flesh Tone (UNIVERSAL) 


Janelle Monae - Archandroid (BaD 
BOY) 


Otis Redding — Live on the Sunset 
Strip (stax) 


Eccentric Breaks and Beats — 
Various Artists (NUMERO) 


ELECTRONIC 


Thomas Fehlimann - Gute Luft 
(KOMPAKT) 


Ron Basejam - Deep & Meaning- 
less (\sm) 


Caribou — Swim (merce) 


Prins Thomas — Prins Thomas 
(FULL PUPP) 


Flying Lotus —- Cosmogramma 
(WARP) 


Crystal Castles — Crystal Castles 
tT 


Mr. G — Still Here (RekiDs) 
Michael Mayer —- Immer 3 (komPakT) 
Actress — Splazsh (HONEST JONS) 


JAZZ 


Lucien Dubuis Trio & Marc 
Ribot — Ultime Cosmos (ENjA) 


Peter Epstein & Idée Fixe — 
Abstract Realism (oricin) 


Weasel Walter Septet — Invasion 
(UGEXPLODE) 


Doubt — Never Pet A Burning Dog 
(MOONJUNE) 


Regina Carter — Reverse Thread 
(El Music) 


Steve Smith/George Brooks/ 
Prasanna — Raga Bop Trio (AstRACT 
LOGIX) 


The Claudia Quintet+Gary 
Versace — Royal Toast (CUNEIFORM) 


Woor, 





< 


ROVA & Nels Cline Singers — 
The Celestial Septet (NEwworLb) 


Steve Turre — Delicious & 
Delightful (HIGHTONE) 


Christian Scott — Yesterday You 
Said Tomorrow (cONcorRD) 


Lean Left — Volume I - The Ex 
Guitars meet the Nilssen-Love / 
Vandermark Duo (sMALLTOWN 

SUPER JAZZ) 


Anthony Braxton/Gerry 
Hemingway -— Old Dogs (mope) 


Dana Hall - Into The Light (oricin) 
Jason Moran -— Ten (8LUE NOTE) 
Terje Rypdal — Crime Scene (ecm) 


Billy Bang - Prayer for Peace 
(TUM) 


Keith Jarrett/Charlie Haden — 
Jasmine (EcM RECORDS) 


COUNTRY AND 
BLUEGRASS 


Jim Lauderdale — Patchwork 
River (THIRTY TIGERS) 


Hank Williams Ill — Rebel Within 
(CURB) 


Bill Kirchen — Word to the Wise 
(PROPER) 


Trampled by Turtles — Palomino 
(BANJODAD) 
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Merle Haggard — |! Am What I Am 
(VANGUARD) 


Punch Brothers — Antifogmatic 
(NONESUCH) 


Charlie Louvin — Hickory Wind: 
Live at the Gram Parsons Guitar 
Pull (TOMPKINS SQUARE) 


Kris Kristofferson — Please Don't 
Tell Me How The Story Ends: The 
Publishing Demos 1968-72 (LIGHT IN 
THE ATTIC) 


Court Yard Hounds — Court Yard 
Hounds (coLumsiA) 


FOLK 
The Unthanks - Here’s The 
Tender Coming (RABBLEROUSER) 


Beyond Berkeley Guitar - 
Various Artists (TOMPKINS SQUARE) 


John Prine - In Person & 
On Stage (0H Boy) 


We Are All One In The Sun: 
A Tribute to Robbie Basho — 
Various Artists (IMPORTANT) 


Jack Rose with D. Charles Speer 
& The Helix — Ragged & Right 
(THRILL JOCKEY) 


Ruth Moody - The Garden 
(RED HOUSE) 


Davy Graham - From Monkhouse 
to Medway 1963-1973 (Hux) 


Jan Dukes De Grey - Strange 
Terrain (CHERRY TREE) 


In My Room - Various Artists 
(LML) 
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Frazey Ford — Obadiah (Nettwerk) 


Frank Fairfield’s Pawn Records 
Presents Unheard Ofs & 
Forgotten Abouts — Various 
Artists (TOMPKINS SQUARE) 


BLUES AND 
NEW ORLEANS 


Cedric Watson - L’Espirit Créole 
(VALCOUR) 


Bobby Charles - See You Later, 
Alligator (BEAR FAMILY) 


John Németh - Name The Day! 
(BLIND PIG) 


Galactic — Ya-Ka-May (Ant!) 


Trombone Shorty -— Backatown 
(VERVE FORECAST) 


Elvin Bishop — Red Dog Speaks 
(DELTA GROOVE) 


Anders Osborne - American 
Patchwork (ALLIGATOR RECORDS) 


WORLD 


Charanjit Singh - Ten Ragas To 
A Disco Beat (BomBAY CONNECTION) 


Mulatu Astatke -— Mulatu Steps 
Ahead (stRUT) 


Palenque Palenque: Champeta 
Criolla & Afro Roots in Colombia 
1975-1991 — Various Artists 
(SOUNDWAY) 


Razia — Zebu Nation (CUMBANCHA) 


Anibal Velasquez Y Su Conjunto 
— Mambo Loco (ANALOG AFRICA) 


Ozomatli — Fire Away (DOWNTOWN) 


To Scratch Your Heart: Early 
Recordings From Istanbul - 
Various Artists (HONEST JON’s) 


Lila Downs y La Misteriosa -— 
En Paris - Live a FIP (worLDViILLAGe) 


Jacques Brel -— My Death (£) 


Omar Souleyman - Jazeera 
Nights: Folk & Pop Sounds of 
Syria (SUBLIME FREQUENCIES) 


Le Pop 5: Les Chansons De La 
Nouvelle Scéne Francaise - 


Various Artists (GROOVE ATTACK) 


Burkina Electric — Paspanga 


(CANTALOUPE) 
Ravi Shankar — The Master 
(DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON) 


Caetano Veloso — Zii E Zie (NONE- 
SUCH) 


John Armstrong Presents South 
African Funk Experience — 
Various Artists (NASCENTE) 


Ana Tijoux — 1977 (NACIONAL) 


Afrosounds of Columbia Vol. | - 
Various Artists (vamp! soul) 


Lo Borges — Lo Borges (WATER RE- 
CORDS) 


Cumbia Beat Vol. I — Various 
Artists (vamp! SOUL) 


Pomegranates — Various Artists 
(B-MUSIC) 


Ana Moura - Leva-me aos fados 
(WORLD VILLAGE) 


Seu Jorge and Almaz - 
Seu Jorge and Almaz (NowAGaIN) 


The World Ends: Afro-Rock & 
Psychedelia in 1970’s Nigeria - 
Various Artists GOUNDWaY) 


Congo: Rumba on the River — 
Various Artists (sYLLART) 


* 


REGGAE / 
DANCEHALL 


Dadawah -— Peace and Love 
(WILDFLOWER) 


Prince Jammy Presents - 
Strictly Dub (pressuURE SOUNDS) 


Nas & Damian Marley - 
Distant Relatives (REPUBLIC) 


Tommy McCook & The 
Aggrovators — Brass Rockers 
(AMIACAN RECORDINGS) 


Gyptian — Hold You vvp) 


Martin Campbell - 
The Foundation: Historical Tracks 
1978-1981 


Lee “Scratch” Perry & 
Adrian Sherwood -— Dub Setter 
(ON-U SOUND) 


Sugar Minott - A Tribute to 
Studio One (TAv’s RECORDS) 


Alton Ellis — I’m Still In Love 
With You (HEARTBEAT) 


Eek-A-Mouse — Wa-Do-Dem 
(SHANACHIE) 


CLASSICAL 


Tevot/Violin Concerto — T. Adés 
(Marwood/Adés/Daniel/Rattle) 


Piano Concertos No. 4&5-L. 
van Beethoven (Till Fellner/Na- 
gano/Montreal Symphony Orchestra) 


La dolce fiamma: Forgotten 
Castrato Arias — J.C. Bach (Philippe 
Jaroussky/Rhorer/Le Cercle de 
I'Harmonie) 


Argerich Plays Chopin - 
F. Chopin (Martha Argerich) 


D’ombre et de silence — H. Dutil- 
leux (Robert Levin/Ya-Fei Chuang) 


Golgotha — F. Martin (Reuss/Cap- 
pella Amsterdam/Estonian Philharmon- 
ic Chamber Choir/Estonian National 
Symphony Orchestra) 


Before the Icons/A Tapestry of 
Life - E. Rautavaara (Segerstam/ 
Helsinki Philharmonic Orchestra) 


Parsifal, an Orchestral Quest — 
R. Wagner (Neeme Jarvi/Royal 
Scottish National Orchestra) 


Atrées/Morsima-Amorsima/ 
Nomos Alphd/ST 4/Akrata - 1. 
Xenakis (Pludermacher/Penassou/ 
Quatuor Bernéde/Simonovich/Instru- 
mental Ensemble of Contemporary 
Music, Paris) 
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The Forgotten Kingdom: La Tra- 
gédie Cathare, The Albigensian 
Crusade — (Jordi Savall/La Capella 
Reial de Catalunya/Hespérion XXI) 


Mozart / Schubert / Beethoven / 
Wagner — (Jonas Kaufmann/Abbado/ 
Mahler Chamber Orchestra) 


Vivaldi — (Magdalena Kozena/Marcon/ 
Venice Baroque Orchestra) 


La Pasion Segun San Marcos -— 
O. Golijov (Guinand/Schola 
Cantorum de Venezuela/Orquesta 
la Pasion 


Rite - 1. Stravinsky/S. Revueltas 
(Dudamel/Simon Bolivar Youth 
Orchestra of Venezuela) 


Choral Music — E. Whitacre (Edi- 
son/Elora Festival Singers) 


Dark Hope - Renée Fleming 
In the Still of the Night - 


(Anna Netrebko/Daniel Barenboim) 


Bad Boys - (Bryn Terfel/Daniel/ 
Swedish Radio Symphony Orchestra) 


EXPERIMENTAL 
Rangda -— False Flag (DRAG city) 
AMM - Sounding Music (MaATCHLESs) 


Radar Favourites — Radar Favou- 
rites (REEL) 


Paul Metzger — Plays the Uses 
of Infinity (Locust) 
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Alan Licht & Loren Connors - 
Into the Night Sky (FAMILY VINEYARD) 


Heaven And - Bye & Bye I’m 
Going To See The King (stauscolb) 


Emeralds — Does It Look Like 
P’m Here (ForceED EXPOSURE) 


Hecker — Neu (FORCED EXPOSURE) 


Fred Frith & Cosa Brava — 
Ragged Atlas (\NTAKT) 


METAL / 
BLACK METAL 


Alcest - Ecailles de Lune 
(PROPHECY) 


Kerasphorus — Cloven Hooves 
At The Holocaust Dawn 
(NUCLEAR WAR NOW) 


Nightbringer — Apocalypse Sun 
(ANJA) 


Watain — Lawless Darkness 
(SEASON OF MIST) 


Nevermore - The Obsidian 
Conspiracy (CENTURY MEDIA) 


Lightning Swords of Death - 
Extra Dimensional Wound 
(METAL BLADE) 


Masshysteri — Masshysteri 
(FERAL WARD) 


Fucked Up - Couple Tracks: 
Singles 2002-2009 (mataDor) 


Varaus — 1/1 (FERALWARD) 
Acephalix — Aporia (PRANK) 


Rorschach — Remain Sedate/ 
Protestant (GERN BLANDSTEN) 


The Endtables -— The Endtables 
(DRAG CITY) 








Front Line Assembly — 
Improvised. Electronic. Device. 
(METROPOLIS) 


Rome -— Nos Chants Perdus (trisol) 


Cold Waves And Minimal 
Electronics Vol. | — Various 
Artists (ANGULAR) 


Combichrist — Noise Collection 
Vol. I (COP INTERNATIONAL) 


Current 93 — Baalstorm, 
Sing Omega (DurTRO JNANA) 


Noblesse Oblige - Malady 
(METROPOLIS) 


Derniére Volonté -— [mmortel 
(COP INTERNATIONAL) 


EBM-Electronic Body Music 


(A History) - Various Artists 
(COP INTERNATIONAL) 


OLDIES 


The Thirteenth Floor Elevators 
—- The Complete Singles Collection 
(SNAPPER) 


Elvis Presley — On Stage (sony) 


Bless You California: More Early 
Songs of Randy Newman — 
Various Artists (AcE) 


SRC — SRC (micro werks) 


Clyde McPhatter - Lover Please: 
The Complete MGM & Mercury 
Singles (HiP-O SELECT) 


Twinn Connexion — Twinn 
Connexion (Now SOUNDS) 


The Bert Berns Story - 
Mr Success Volume 2: 1964-1967 
- Various Artists (AcE) 


COMEDY 


David Cross — Bigger and 
Blackerer (sus pop) 


Tom Lehrer - The Tom Lehrer 
Collection (SHOUT FACTORY) 


Brian Posehn —- Fart & Wiener 
Jokes (RELAPSE) 


Lewis Black — Stark Raving Black 
(COMEDY CENTRAL) 


Kevin Hart - Seriously Funny 


(COMEDY CENTRAL) 
Margaret Cho - Cho Dependent 
(CLOWNERY) 

KIDS 


Sesame Street: Old School, Vol. I 
(1969-1974) — Various Artists (1) 


Sing Me to Sleep: Indie Lullabies 
- Various Artists (AMERICAN LAUNDRO- 
MAT) 


Putumayo Kids Presents Rock & 
Roll Playground — Various Art- 
ists (PUTUMAYO) 


Yo Gabba Gabba! Music is Awe- 
some Vol. 2 — Various Artists 
(FILTER) 


Motown For Kids — Various 
Artists (MoTOWN) 


SOUNDTRACKS 
The Runaways (ATLANTIC) 
Greenberg (virRGIN) 
Eat Pray Love (MONKEYWRENCH) 
180° South (UNIVERSAL REPUBLIC) 
Scott Pilgrim vs. the World (48Kco) 


Fela! Original Broadway Cast 
Recording 


Get Low 
The Kids Are Alright 


Music of DC Comics -— Various 
Artists 


Inception 
Piranha 3D 
Promises, Promises 
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DVDs & BLU-RAY 





MUSIC DVDS 
The T.A.M.1. Show (sHout! FACTORY) 


Grateful Dead — Crimson, 
White & Indigo: July 7 1989, 
JFK Stadium, Philadelphia (RHINO) 


Jonsi - Go Quiet (xi) 


The White Stripes - Under 
Great White Northern Lights (war- 
NER BROS.) 


The Rolling Stones — Stones in 
Exile (EAGLEVISION) 


Animal Collective — Oddsace (P.exi- 
FILM) 


U2 - 360° at the Rose Bowl 


The Doors — When You’re 
Strange 


Rush - Beyond The Lighted Stage 
Blur — No Distance Left To Run 


Legends of the Canyon - 
Various Artists 


Bruce Springsteen — London 
Calling 


Morrissey — Passions Just Like 
Mine 


CLASSI¢CS/SILENT 


Columbia Pictures Film Noir 
Vol. 2 


Warner Bros. Film Noir Collection 
Vol. 5 


The Icons Of Suspense Collection: 
Hammer Films 
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Make Way for Tomorrow 
(Criterion Collection) 


No Time for Sergeants 

The Italian Straw Hat 

Night Train To Munich 

No Orchids For Miss Blandish 


CULT 
Rock ’N’ Roll High School 


Hardware Wars 30th Anniversary 
Collector's Edition 


Fernando Arrabal Collection 2 
Mystery Train 


Trailers From Hell Vol. I 


ANIMATION 
Superjail!: Season One 


Daria: The Complete Animated 
Series 


Aqua Teen Hunger Force Vol. 7 
Batman-Under the Red Hood 


Courage The Cowardly Dog: 
Season One 


TV 


True Blood: The Complete 
Second Season 


Glee: The Complete First Season 
Thriller: The Complete Series 
The Jacksons: A Family Dynasty 


Tales of the Gold Monkey: 
Complete Series 


Party Down: Season | 
Look Around You: Season | 


Curb Your Enthusiasm: 
Season 7 


Spartacus-Blood & Sand: 
Season I 


FOREIGN 
Red Desert 
The Sun 
Mother 
The Maid 
A Prophet 
The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo 
North Face 
White Ribbon 


DOCUMENTARY 
Capitalism: A Love Story 


180° South: Conquerors of 
the Useless 


Visual Acoustics: Modernism of 
Julius Shulman 


Never Sleep Again: 
The Elm Street Legacy 


We Live In Public 


COMEDY 
Mystery Team 
Greenberg 
City Island 
Hot Tub Time Machine 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid 


DRAMA / MYSTERY 
A Single Man 
The Road 
Chloe 
The Runaways 


Bad Lieutenant: Port of Call 
New Orleans 


Red Riding Trilogy 


Harry Brown 


ACTION / ADVENTURE 
Red Cliff 

Kick-Ass 

Return To the 36th Chamber 

The Warlords 

The Blind Menace 

From Paris With Love 


BLU-RAY 
Showgirls 
James & the Giant Peach 
Toy Story/Toy Story 2 
Red Shoes 
Lord of the Rings Trilogy 
Doctor Zhivago 


Life: Narrated by David 
Attenborough 


A Star Is Born 
Forbidden World 
Avatar 

Red Desert 
Vengeance Trilogy 


— 


—— 
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BERKELEY 





The Fugs — Don’t Stop! Don’t 
Stop! (Ace) 


The One All Alone - Directed by 
Frank Scheffer 


The Curios — Pillow Book 


Rova & The Nels Cline Singers — 
The Celestial Septet (NEWwoRrLD) 


Dorado Schmitt — Family (oreyrus) 


=. Lil 


You ain’t getting 10% off of this. 


Dark Time Sunshine -— Vessel 

(FAKE FOUR) 

One look at the cover artwork of this album — 
a collage of colorful flower imagery rising up like 
some amorphous blob against a pitch black back- 
ground — and you know you're in for some cre- 
ative shit. Onry Ozzborn,a flagship artist of Seattle’s 
Oldominion collective and one half of the group 
Grayskul, delivers some of his strongest rhymes to 
date here under the moniker Cape Cowen. Onry’s 
deep voice and off-kilter style of MCing have never 
sounded better, and he covers a variety of original 
topics, including the lamentations of being para- 
lyzed in a hospital bed (“E.R.’) and the story of a 
daughter’s drug addiction that cleverly incorporates 
the second-person perspective (“Little to No Con- 
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cern”).What’s really amazing about Dark Time Sun- 
shine, however, is that Cape Cowen still somehow 
ends up being the weaker link of the group. Zavala, 
who handles the entirety of the album’s production, 
delivers an incredible soundscape that ranks this as 
the best produced hip-hop album of 2010. Zavala’s 
meticulously crafted layers of psychedelic samples 
and slamming drums sound like transmissions from 
another dimension, and the range and consistency 
of the beats on here are enough to make veteran 
hip hop producers feel weak in the knees. Guest 
appearances from underground staples like Aesop 
Rock, PRO.S and Qwel seal the deal even further. 
If you’re into alternative hip hop at all, don’t miss 
your trip on the vessel. 


Homeboy Sandman - The Good 


Sun (HIGH WATER MUSIC) 

Homeboy Sandman is a brilliantly original oddball 
of a rapper. By the end of the second song on 
The Good Sun, he’s already rhymed “Oldboy” with 
“Po’boy” and “Tolstoy” in a way that strangely 
makes sense, all while barreling through one of the 
sickest flows you're likely to hear on a rap song 
this year. Over the course of the album, Sandman 
wages wars against frowning, examines the habits 
of species on Planet Earth, and speaks on being an 
A student in grade school. His voice carries some 
of that classic NY grit, but it seems like L.A’s Proj- 
ect Blowed scene may be running through his veins, 
as he always places an emphasis on being stylistic 
in the most playful and impressive ways possible. 
Tracks like “Calm Tornado” and “Table Cloth” re- 
ally show Sandman at the height of his stylistic 
prowess, but every song on The Good Sun features 
some special feat of MCing that will make you raise 
a brow or crack a smile. The production, which 
includes contributions from renowned producers 
like Psycho Les and D] Spinna as well as unsung 
NewYork heroes like 2 Hungry Bros, is solid — but 
this is clearly Homeboy Sandman’s show, and he 
shines like a weirdo rapper should. Highly recom- 
mended. 


Factor — Lawson Graham 

(FAKE FOUR) 

With over 30 full-length albums of production 
under his belt, it’s clear that Factor has a pretty 
serious work ethic when it comes to making beats. 
Though some of the Saskatoon-based producer’s 
earlier efforts failed to stand out, he’s truly found 
a voice for himself in recent years and seems to 
be improving with each release. Lawson Graham, an 
ode to Factor’s grandfather, is the most concep- 
tual and well-executed album by Factor to date. 
The beats and approach follow a lo-fi folk aes- 
thetic that brings out the more melodic sides of 


all of the guests involved, which include Myka 9, 
Pigeon John, 2Mex, Josh Martinez, Kirby Dominant 
(a Bay Area favorite), Moka Only, Sole, Ceschi, and 
a show-stealing verse from Barfly of Oldominion.A 
variety of off-beat indie rock musicians also make 
their rounds over the course of the album, with 
Gregory Pepper and Enver Hampton providing live 
instrumentation on most of the songs. This is the 
first Factor solo album where the MCs are clearly 
there to compliment the beats and not the other 
way around, and the whole project feels like a very 
complete body of work. Lawson Graham would be 
proud. 


Soulcrate Music — The Heartland 


Panic (BLACK CLOVER) 

Sioux, South Dakota is probably the last place one 
would think to check for quality hip hop in the US, 
but Soulcrate Music are out to put their quiet little 
hometown on the map. Biological brothers Attn: 
Def and Dirt Dee handle the raps over the course 
of the album, and their energetic deliveries bounce 
back and forth with the ease of seasoned rap vets. 
There’s a youthful sound to their voices that really 
channels the excitement in their catchy hooks and 
verses, and their passionate styles of party rap are 
always a pleasure to listen to. Aiding them on the 
music side of things is DJ Absolute, who lays down 
a number of funky productions with urgent drums 
and guitar licks for the duo to rap over. Absolute 
also knows how to switch things up to keep the 
album varied and interesting, as can be heard on 
the stand-out track “Think About Me,” where his 
bouncy piano loops and jazzy horns give Attn: Def 
and Dirt Dee plenty of room to vibe over. These 
guys also have somewhat of a reputation for pack- 
ing up venues for their live shows, regardless of 
where they’re performing or who they're open- 
ing for. Once you've seen their extra live set, it 
shouldn’t be any secret why. 


The Opus - Praying Mantis - Plus 
(INDUS) 

The talented Chicago production duo finally re- 
turns after a six-year absence with another signa- 
ture blend of brooding instrumental hip hop. Mr. 
Echoes and Isle of Weight first made a name for 
themselves as part of the late "90s Chicago rap 
group Rubberoom, whose album Architechnology is 
deemed a cult classic by many. When Rubberoom 
disbanded, The Opus went on to release several in- 
strumental projects, which included collaborations 
with folks such as Slug, Murs, Aesop Rock, Mr. Lif 
and DJ Krush. Praying Mantis - Plus — their first 
proper full length since 2004’s Breathing Lessons — 
continues to build upon their refined style of slow- 
moving murky instrumental music while adding a 
few new touches to the mix. The tracks here feel 
less like beats and more like compositions, ranging 
from prolonged looping with subtle flourishes to 
live instrumentation courtesy of Eliot Lipp and oth- 


ers. With a number of the songs crossing the sev- 
en-minute mark, those with short attention spans 
need not apply, but there’s some serious artistry at 
work in songs like the biblical “Serpent’s Fruit” and 
Wu-Tang inspired “Praying Mantis.’ Some of the 
best instrumental hip hop of 2010. 


Tip: 

I’m starting a petition to have Butcher Cover do an extended 
hip-hop version of Grand Lake’s “Concrete Blonde on Blonde“ 
with Why Because on backing electronic instrumentation. 
Who wants in? 


BEAN 


Youre lookin’ at me like I’m under the 
weather/But you'd crawl on your knees 
just to lick on my leather. 


Rock’n’Roll High School (1979) - 
Directed by Allan Arkush 
Suburbia (1983) — Directed by 


Penelope Spheeris 

Roger Corman Classics takes on the punks in 
these two brand new re-issues! In the former, PJ. 
Soles plays high schooler Riff Randell. all she wants 
to do is skip school and hang out with the world’s 
greatest rock & roll band, the Ramones! An uptight 
principal, record burnings and pizza figure heavily. 
If your high school career was anything like this, 
you're probably full of it, but at least you’re no 
square! 


Suburbia is mandatory viewing for any “punk” that 
wasn’t actually alive when the music was. Penelope 
Spheeris may have directed this “kids gone wild 
on the fringes of society” flick, but don’t let her 
documentary credentials fool you (remember, in 
addition to the Decline movies, Spheeris happened 
to also direct Wayne’s World). While the movie is 
definitely exploitative, Spheeris’s familiarity of — 
and sympathy for — the punk subculture actually 
shines through despite the heavy-handed melo- 
drama. Suburbia IS the absolute acme of ’80s punk- 
sploitation. 


With cleaned up, anamorphic widescreen transfers 
and tons of bonus features, RCC really does the 
good one for punks on film with these. 


The Rolling Stones — Exile on 
Main Street (UNIVERSAL) 

You can argue all you want about when the Stones 
jumped the shark (after Brian Jones died? after Bill 
Wyman left? Altamont?), but it can’t be denied that 
Exile was their last great album (and woulda been a 
great note for them to bow out on). Sprawling over 
four sides of vinyl, Exile is a dark dirty boogie just 
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on the edge of where “late at night” becomes “ear- 
ly in the morning, . ..” it’s that last beer you drink 
for fun before you start drinking just ’cuz it’s there. 
Oh yeah, there’s a bonus disc that comes with this 
re-issue too. But don’t listen to that, they just put 
that in there for you to use as a coaster for the 
tons of beer you gotta drink while the album plays 
to reach “optimal Exile listening inebriation levels.” 
It's true maaan, this remaster sounds great but 
remember that Exile On Main Street 
was a celebration of delirious rock 
& roll hedonism. As such, it sounds 
even better when you're on 
your way to wasted. 


Dum Dum Girls - 


1 Will Be 

(SUB POP) 

More lo-fi shoegaze from 
girls who probably weren’t 
even born when this shit was 
popular the first time ‘round. 

Oh well. Less derivative than The Vivian Girls but 
still full of the same signifiers: simple beats, shit tons 
of fuzzed & reverbed-out guitar, deadpan lyrics. all 
in mostly sub two minute packages. It’s a formula 
alright, but at least it’s a good one. 


Eddy Current Suppression Ring 


— Rush to Relax (GONER) 

Maybe it’s the upcoming Pavement reunion, but 
total fucking slacker rock is apparently “the shit” 
again. As usual, most of it sucks, but this little gem 
is full of just the right negative creepy attitude and 
casual musicianship to make it exciting. ECSR takes 
the only good thing about Weezer (their preten- 
tiously puerile sense of humor) and cuts it with 
a touch of (French band) Cheveu’s discomforting 
perversion, then makes something altogether .. . 
well, not quite exciting (after all, it is slacker rock), 
but definitely interesting. 


oe e 
DJiNTi 
iam the hip-hop dude at amoeba berkeley. 


Onra - Long Distance 12” 

(ALL CITY) 

boogie funk makes the dance floor go round. if you 
know urban france or urban french peeps, which 
onra is one... you know they are nuts for late ’70s 
early 80s r&b/funk, forever and always. for those 
who like: dam funk, new old sounding dance music, 
the quiet storm, or who were born in the ’70s and 
grew up with r&b 


Tip: 
love, love, love, music. it’s like math, the language of the 
universe. 
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Jin V 


The Rolling Stones —- 


Exile on Main Street 
(UNIVERSAL) 

While the bonus material on the latest 
re-issue of this classic album is nice to 
have, the 18 original tracks on this 
\ nearly 40-year-old album are about 
as perfect a match of musicians and 
material that’s ever been committed 
to vinyl. On Exile the Stones finally 
managed to fully integrate all their 
influences — blues, country, gospel, 
soul, etc. — into an incredible set of 
songs that are at once diverse and part 
of a whole. The more fanatical will want to 
check out the DVD Stones in Exile which gives a 
taste of the times and often chaotic circumstances 
under which the band recorded their finest album. 











% 


Swinging on the Golden Gate — 
Various Artists (js?) 


Great two-disc, 52-song collection of some of the 
more interesting blues, R&B and jazz artists re- 
corded by various independent labels in the San 
Francisco Bay Area from the mid-’40s to the late 
’50s. Goes together nicely with the “Bob Geddins 
Blues Legacy” box set released last year. 


Jackson Brown & David Lindley 


— Love is Strange (INsIDE RECORDINGS) 
Singer/songwriter Jackson Browne and multi-in- 
strumentalist David Lindley pair up again on this 
two-CD set recorded during a series of concerts 
done four years ago in Spain. Songs covering 
nearly all of Browne’s career, along with a cou- 
ple from Lindley, are given thoughtful, acoustic 
re-arrangements that showcase Lindley’s gifted 
accompaniment and soloing as much Browne’s 
singing and playing. Good stuff for fans of either 
musician. 


The Nels Cline Singers — Initiate 
(CRYPTOGRAMOPHONE) 

Known in some circles as one of the guitarists for 
Wilco, when heading his own projects Nels Cline 
is even more widely eclectic as his latest two-CD 
set shows. Somewhat a Bay Area project with one 
disc recorded at Berkley’s Fantasy studios and the 
other at San Francisco’s Café du Nord, Initiate goes 
from quiet and reflective musings to feedback laden 
workouts, but it’s all done in a highly musical man- 
ner. No matter how “outside” Cline’s playing gets 
he seems to always make sure his listeners are 
along for the ride. 


Carl Smith — Hey Joe! (BEAR FAMILY) 
One of the latest in Bear Family’s “Gonna Shake this 
Shack Tonight” series, Carl Smith’s Hey Joe shows a 
county artist who was able to hold his own with 
the likes of Hank Williams and Johnny Cash and 
who is largely forgotten today. Mostly covering 
his recordings from the ’50s, Hey Joe, while solidly 
rooted in straight country, also flirts with honky- 
tonk, early rock & roll and rockabilly directions. 
Among the CD’s 34 cuts is “Time’s A Wastin,” a 
duet with his then wife, June Carter. 


Tip: 
From the book shelf. Beefheart: Through the Eyes of Magic 
by John “Drumbo” French. Over 850+ pages about Captain 
Beefheart, the various musicians who played in the Magic 
Band and the amazing music they created. Everything you 
ever wanted to know about Captain Beefheart and more! 
Also King of the Queen City - The Story of King Records 
by Jon Hartley Fox.The story of Syd Nathan and the eclectic 
independent label he founded in the mid-1 940s. Any 

record company whose roster included James 
Brown, the Stanley Brothers, Ike Turner, Earl 
Bostic and Red Foxx probably deserves your 
attention. 


JNAST 


I’m an official Papi - 
Love my baby girl,Ada Mae! 


Onra — Long Distance (a. city) 
throwback ’80s R&B dance music ... you will like it, 
you should buy it ... 


Flying Lotus —- Cosmogramma 
(WARP) 

dreamy future music — give it a listen ... you just 
may enjoy it... 


Dara Puspita — 1966-1968 (suBLiME 
FREQUENCIES) 

radical all-female garage rock from Indonesia — a 
nice comp, try putting it on the cd player sometime, 
you probably will enjoy what you hear ... 


Jimmy Giuffre 3 — 1961 (ecm 

this was released in the early-2000s, but it is new 
to me and | like it ... minimal spacious jazz from 
the composer/clarinetist/saxophonist/etc. — very 
purdy ...try it out today! 


Egberto Gismonti — Saudag6es 
(ECM) 

very nice orchestration for the first half and guitar 
for the second by the great Brazilian composer/ 
pianist/guitarist wonder, Egberto Gismonti ---> you 
should make an effort to hear this album, you might 
just end up purchasing it ... 





Che - Directed by Steven 
Soderbergh 


great two-part film that was slept on by many, star- 
ring Benicio Del Toro. it is a look at two military/ 
revolutionary campaigns by Ernesto “Che” Gue- 
vara — one that was seemingly successful in Cuba, 
and another not so successful in Bolivia — beauti- 
fully shot, well worth the time to watch ... 


Tip: 
Now if you’re hungry, get yourself something to eat, 
And if youre dirty, then go take a bath. 


NARC 
WeE:INSTEiIN 


...too busy to catch very many 
“new releases” this time around, so, 
! grabbed a few from my current 
“Heavy Rotation” file... here are 
five records | will always get inspired 


by... 


Public Image — First Issue 
(VIRGIN) 
A record/CD | return to time and time 
again to get re-invigorated to go out and 
kick some authoritarian ass — when this thing hit 
the bins in 1978, it spoke to a musical future of 
“punk” that really inspired a lot of jazz heads, other 
music nerds, and anti-establishment types to join 
the ranks and get to making some serious art... 
The strange beauty of the production, at the same 
time dark and empty, yet urgent and totally in-your- 
face, is still completely fresh sounding today. 


Harmonia — Musik Von Harmonia 
(BRAIN) 

The wonders of a time and place, 1973 and North- 
ern Europe, Dusselldorf & Amsterdam, as seen/ 
heard through the lens of these three amazing 
musicians seem encapsulated in these minimalist 
electronic jams — this record more perfectly pro- 
portioned than most, one of the finest examples of 
mature “Krautrock,” machine-inspired, yet totally 
romantic ... SUCH a beautiful piece of art ... 


Ennio Morricone — Psichedelico 


Jazzistico (CHERRY RED) 

An aspect of Morricone’s vast catalogue rarely 
compiled, this collection is curated for the amuse- 
ment of late night stoners like me — HIGHLY rec- 
ommended. This stuff speaks to a somewhat camp, 
psychedelic future ...or is it past?? ...on the other 
hand, it’s a perfect distillation of late ’60s/early ’70s 
style... 
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Jac Zinder - Chairs | Have Known 
(CATASONIC) 

Another record | keep coming back to is by an 
amazing L.A. musician/writer from the ’80s and 
early ’90s by the name of Jac Zinder. Jac’s life and 
career ended abruptly on Sunset and Lucille in 
Silverlake, when a drunk driver crossed the line 
from the opposite direction and hit his car head- 
on. Many friends and fans loved this guy’s particular 
aesthetic and sense of humor — he was friends 
and associates with many of the cool weirdos 
crawling around the “East Side” back then and in- 
troduced many of them to the wealth of strange 
cultural mutations L.A. had to offer — he knew 
which Armenian camera store to go to find the 
best three-beat disco, the certain cassette boot- 
legger in Westwood for underground psychedelic 
Persian pop, and which Indian grocery in Artesia 
had the best selection of Qawwali and which one 
specialized in Punjabi disco. Inspired by all this stuff, 
Jac brought it back out to the world in the form 
of nightclubs, the Third Eye and Fuzzyland, and a 
couple fine bands, Bufadora and Stay Home, both 
represented on this disc. Had this guy stayed with 
us, who knows, in how many ways, he would’ve be- 
come a big cultural ambassador for L.A. to the rest 
of the world ...this fabulous CD is a taste of where 
this great artist was heading — fully formed, ahead 
of, and outside of time... 


Henry Cow - Unrest vvircinesb) 
Recorded in February, 1974, this is one of the 
greatest instrumental improv-rock records ever 
made. An incredible statement about the limitless 
potential of music to bring love, discipline, humor, 
and fury all to the table at the very same moment 
— and work it into an instrumental narrative that 
reads like a good book. A brilliant time in a bunch 
of phenomenal musicians lives here — Fred Frith 
on guitar, Chris Cutler on drums, Tim Hodgkinson 
on keyboards, Lindsay Cooper on bassoon, and 
John Greaves on bass — they’d just finished a tour 
with FAUST, and were especially inspired when 
they made this record — check this one out!!! 
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NiCe AFL 


-—International Music Department 
Specialist— 


http://selaroda.bandcamp.com/ 


Roll the Dice — Roll the Dice 
(DIGITALIS) 

A beautiful album of difficult to classify electronic 
music. Somewhat dark, yet also occasionally catchy. 
Organic and warm, yet icy cool too. There are 
traces of Harmonia and Cluster, but it’s definitely 
original and not very Kosmiche overall. It’s tough 
to really do this album justice with words, but it 
might very well be my favorite LP from the last six 
months, and is now available on CD via the great 
Digitalis label. Highly recommended to fans on 
intelligently crafted, mood-based (not dancefloor 
oriented), atmospheric electronica. 


Bella Epoca de Salsa (six differ- 


ent volumes!) — Various Artists 
(SYLLART PRODUCTIONS) 

Amazing series of six two-CD sets that compile 
incredible Golden Age Salsa jams from 1958-1964. 
Each volume is loosely based on a theme: four are 
locations (Neuva York, the Bronx, San Juan, and 
Miami), the other two focus on Latin Swing and 
Salsa Sabroso. They are all incredibly good, and of- 
fer a glimpse into the early stages of this dynamic 
Latin musical treasure. Lovingly compiled and an- 
notated by the same folks that are doing the “Afri- 
can Pearls” series on Syllart, which are also pretty 
much essential. 


Emeralds — Does It Look Like ’m 


Here? (EDITIONS MEGO) 

Another fine outing from this Ohio trio . . . this 
double LP/single CD finds them continuing to ex- 
pand their mastery of analog and digital synthesis, 
which feels almost symphonic on a few tracks here. 
More structured sounding than any previous work 
(many of the pieces here are in the 5 minute range 
instead of their usual epics), which results ina more 
accessible yet still very cosmic album of futuristic 
space sounds. 


Irmin Schmidt — Kamasutra 
(CRIPPLED DICK HOT WAX) 

This soundtrack to the film Kamasutra (1969) is 
credited to Schmidt, who likely arranged and pro- 
duced most of the music here, but really, it’s a Can 
record. Jaki Liebezeit’s trademark drumming style 
and Holger Czukay’s equally recognizable bass play- 
ing are in evidence throughout most of the double 
LP set, and Malcolm Mooney even sings on one 
track. There’s an exotic, Asian quality to much of 
the music here, not unlike some of Can’s “Ethno- 





logical Forgery Series” tracks. It’s a real treat to 
hear them in these early days, stretching out to 
create such beautiful and cinematic work just as 
they were beginning to become a “real” band. Un- 
like anything else they’ve done, and yet completely 
a part of the Can oeuvre, this should be essential 
for any fan and might also appeal to folks who are 
unfamiliar with this amazing German group. 


Fanajana - Various Artists 
(MISSISSIPPI RECORDS) 

A wonderful LP of traditional music from the is- 
land of Madagascar, fully documented with photos 
and information about each of the artists on the 
album in a beautiful black and white |2-page 8 x 
I1 booklet.This is truly amazing and heartfelt stuff, 
played on a variety of instruments and sung with 
the purest of voices by real people (i.e., fishermen 
and farmers rather than “professional” musicians). 
A beautiful artifact only available on vinyl, and sadly 
likely to be out of print by the time you read this. 


Lloyd Miller — A Lifetime in 
Oriental Jazz (AZZMAN) 

Excellent compilation of works from this amazing 
man who studied the music of many eastern cul- 
tures and composed and released several albums of 
his own over the last 40+ years. Among the earli- 
est musicians to fuse jazz with traditional music of 
other regions of the world, Miller was a true in- 
novator, and this collection shows the breadth and 
depth of his work as a composer and instrumental- 
ist. For fans of UK musician John Mayer’s “Indo-Jazz 
Fusions” albums, Don Cherry’s work of the 1970s 
(especially Codona), and any other “World-meets- 
Jazz” style hybrids. 


Galena — Grave News For You 
(SANITY MUFFIN) 

Really great tape of electronic ambience, spacy 
synths, drum machine beats, snippets of old speech 
recordings, and found sounds from the man behind 
the always excellent local cassette label Sanity Muf- 
fin.All the releases on Sanity Muffin so far have been 


really solid ... interesting experimental sounds in 
a variety of styles, always packaged with killer art- 
work. Check them out at sanitymuffins.blogspot.com 
to see and hear these homegrown gems. 


Secret Museum of Mankind 


Vol | & 2 - Various Artists 
(OUTERNATIONAL) 

The first two volumes of Pat Conte’s fantastic col- 
lections of classic early phonograph era traditional 
music from around the globe are now available as 
double-LP sets. Let’s hope they continue to do the 
whole series on wax. Music will never be this pure, 
raw, or beautiful ever again ... 


Caetano Veloso -— Zii e Zie 
(NONESUCH) 

The newest album from this Brazilian Tropicalia 
legend finds him again playing with the young trio 
of musicians who backed him up on last year’s Ce. 
While | like that album alright, it took several lis- 
tens to really grow on me, | like this new one much 
better and more immediately. | also really enjoyed 
seeing him perform a few months ago, and the live 
arrangements of some of these songs were defi- 
nitely among the highlights of the show. Many art- 
ists don’t fare well in their later years, but Caetano 
Veloso is living proof that there are definitely ex- 
ceptions to the rule. 


Tip: 

With the resurgence in LP sales and the booming under- 
ground cassette market, analog sound is making a comeback. 
iTunes is a joke. Their sound files are ridiculously compressed 
and sound terrible, and no mp3, no matter how high the bi- 
trate can sound as good as the real thing ... even CDs sound 
WAY better than the best quality mp3s of the same music do. 
Don’t rob yourself of one of the finest joys in life; choose to 
listen to music as it is meant to be heard! 


ROBVERTIGO 


Rock Floor Headmaster/Interweb Disaster. 


Paul Cary — Ghost Of A Man 
(STANK HOUSE) 

The ex-HORRORS (lowa Garage, not UK Goth) 
frontman puts his feedback and distortion ped- 
als out to pasture, then records a stripped down 
solo effort full of ’50s/60s C&W-tinged rockabilly 
and blues. Even without all the scuzz, there’s still 
a HORRORS vibe that can’t be shaken. Cuts like 
“Come Take Me Away” or “On The Rise” aren’t too 
far removed from stuff on their Vent LP (InThe Red). 
But this is an altogether different beast. The focus 
here is on songwriting and not the all-out attack. | 
don’t drink a lot of beer, but this could be because 
| don’t have a porch to drink it on. If | did, safe bet 
this’d be the soundtrack I’d swing to. The upfront 
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vocals are pretty darn haunting and desperate with 
just a classy touch of reverb (none of the overdone 
shenanigans that go on these days, no sir). There’s 
some downright crooning up in this, right along 
side all the hollering. The title track makes me think 
of THE REIGNING SOUND, GOLDEN BOYS or 
something like that, but less raggedy .. . still just 
as strained and heartfelt. The occasional odd in- 
strument pops up (the saxophone bleat in 
the opening “China Bull,” a cello in “Bad 
People”), but overall the record relies 
on voice and guitar to deliver the 
goods. The minor accompaniment 
hangs back to not get in the way 
for most of the non-rockers. Paul’s 
taken the best part of the last de- 
cade to perfect his chops, and he’s 
done well with it. This could square 
off with the likes of those forgot- 
ten FLAT DUO JETS records, the 
best MARK SULTAN tunes or 
even some older BILLY CHILD- 
ISH recordings ...and come out 
ahead. | could say JACK WHITE too, 
but I'd get caught up in some sorta shit-storm with 
the garage rock elite. Whatever you feel the need 
to compare it to, let’s just agree the kid’s a power 
to be reckoned with. Keep this up and he might 
blow up real good.And soon. 


Slices — Cruising (IRON LUNG) 

A tortured hulk of a record, right here. Both sides 
fool you into thinking there’s some kinda FUCKED 
UP styled street-core on deck, just to swerve into 
the guardrail seconds after initial takeoff. Art dam- 
aged agro-sPunk that'll give DRY ROT a run for the 
money in the “New Hardcore For Haters” compe- 
tition. There’s the drunken metallic sway of BLUT 
AUS NORD.The pummeling thug-jazz of UNSANE. 
The recent Pennsylvania noise-rock shuffle. It’s all 
laid bare in these two-act-play short sides. A blar- 
ing tension release full of guitar squalor that occa- 
sionally comes off like a chorus of strangled geese. 
Instrumentation sputters and flails as someone 
(something) barks obscenities at you. Your new 
scene-cleaners. As for the musical interludes; oth- 
ers may call them filler ...1 call them mood stabi- 
lizers. If the mood yer clinging to is that of 42nd 
St. grinders like MANIAC or other films based on 
sexual predators. Mean spirited. Ugly but smart 
stuff.A thinking man’s mess. Only 700 copies exist, 
and probably leaving the building as fast as you can 
say SEX/VID. 


Daily Void — The Eclipse of 1453 
12%? (SACRED BONES) 

DAILY VOID ain’t treading any new turf here, but 
why change it up when you’ve got such a good 
thing going? (See also: THE SPITS.) This time out 
you get six more jagged stabs of their manic and 
hyperventilating CRASS family punk, wrapped up in 
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some ol’ Chi-Town hustle. This has got to be the 
angriest sounding, meanest record on the Sacred 
Bones roster. It’s just slam-pound-slam-pound then 
slam and pound some more. Seriously tight mess 
n’noise. The needle drops and shit gets pear-shaped. 
Sit in awe as it jumps from the hi-fi to trash your 
IKEA home furnishings. The rhythm section flat out 
bludgeons all in its path as the whirling dervish 
guitars continue in an un- 
da relenting grind. Guitar 
a picks melt, leaving those 
4 involved with nothing 
but raw meat nubs and 
misshapen finger bones. 
Or I'd assume. My hands 
cramp up just listening to 
it. The hate gets a nice dissonant make- 
over throughout the sustained notes 
of “Spiral Staircase” (my personal 
fave). It’s almost death rock. Al- 
most. “Bleeding Truth” puts MAC 
BLACKOUT’s solo home recordings 
up against a militant beat and we all come out 
ahead of the game. This is as close to a pop track 
as yer gonna get.All | can say about this in hindsight 
is: More bands should use industrial-strength steel 
cable as guitar strings. Awesome. 


~ 


Druid Perfume —- Don’t Eat ’Em 


They’re Poison 7” (x! RECORDS) 
Bombastic third single that brings more BEEF- 
HEART trout to their “Blundertown” cacophony. 
This two-songer sways and stomps along much 
more in line with their s/t LP release than the past 
couple of singles. Less free-form damage. LESS. Not 
none, you square.A raucous smack down, don’t get 
me wrong ... just more structured and planted 
firmly in the rock arena. “Don’t Eat ’Em ...” be- 
gins with an ANDREW SISTERS sing-sung warning 
about toxins and then waltzes off like a hideous 
public service announcement caught on repeat. 
“Honk Your Horn” is the “straight” song here 
... if yer idea of “straight” is the record label. Jazz 
punk skirmishes performed by the MAGIC BAND 
led out the gate by a babbling madman. Reverend 
Jimbo Easter preaches a mean gospel. I’d drink his 
flavor-aid. Some have said DRUID PERFUME is THE 
BIRTHDAY PARTY incarnate. | seemed perplexed 
at the time, but when you think of their “Just You & 
Me/Kathy’s Kisses” era, yeah ... it’s in there. A year 
end best, fer sure. 


Timmy’s Organism - I’m A Nice 
Guy Now 7” (cass RECORDS) 

Some prime future-primitive debris scattered about 
by the reigning champion of simian snot-rock. More 
infectious mongoloid thump and ’70s styled “cock 
as guitar” noise, jizzing all about. | wonder if LE- 
LAND Yoshitsu has heard any of this madness? A 
familiar spattering of the day-glo goo n’ trash ...and 
just as essential.“I’m A Nice Guy Now’ flops along 


like a displaced fish in a mud puddle, wah-wah effect 
under its fin. Timmy tries to fool you into thinking 
he’s cleaned his act up. No psycho-pharmaceuticals, 
my ass. Deranged puke punk abruptum. The B-side, 
dedicated to my favorite leftover (“Cold Pizza”), is 
solo street balladry that releases a SUICIDE chill 
alongside its dirty hobo thrills. A blathering alley 
madman in a riff damaged stupor. Some folks (non- 
believers) will find this to be junk. Those who “feel 
it” will continue to ride this Vulgar crested wave to 
the end of the world. I’m up for the swim. 


Girly - Directed by Freddie 


Francis 

Veteran Hammer & Amicus director Freddie Fran- 
cis delivers a warped slice of English family values. 
A rich and fatherless clan (are they really related? 
The incest vibe makes you hope not—or so) hole 
up in a stately mansion going along their day to 
day routine. The nanny looks after the children, 
both dressed in prep school attire, though neither 
seems to attend any school. Mumsy properly or- 
ders demands from above, keeping everyone in line. 
These children seem closer to drinking age than 
puberty, that’s for damn sure. Sonny & Girly are 
always in search of playmates to brighten up their 
droll and sheltered lives. So there they go, collect- 
ing the homeless and loners to partake in their 
games. But if the playmates don’t play by the house 
rules — it’s off with their heads. And off to find a 
“New Friend.” 


A drunken conman and his date stumble upon these 
children and are asked to play with them in the 
moonlight. When his date tires of the twosome’s 
antics, she’s forced to take a tumble. In shock, the 
new “New Friend” follows them home and hopes 
to dispose of the body, keeping it their little secret. 
He awakes to find the family is blackmailing him 
into staying, placing the accident/murder all on him. 
So he stays and plays their Cowboys and Indians; 
pretends in their home movies; lives out their make 
believe. But their biggest game is letting him be- 
come part of the family. As days linger on and he’s 





not allowed to escape; “New Friend” works out a 
seduction plot to turn the whole family on itself. 
But the lot has other plans. They have rules. And 
“New Friends” never leave. 


Based on a UK stage play Happy Family, Girly is 
reminiscent of U.S. indies like Jack Hills’ Spider 
Baby only polished with a Euro-Gothic feel and it’s 
a hell of a lot more sexualized. Vanessa Howard’s 
Girly is so on target with her childlike innocence/ 
schoolgirl slut routine that she could give Carroll 
Baker’s Baby Doll a run for her money. Well acted, 
well directed, and well — down right unnerving in 
its black comedic delivery. Good stuff for you classy 
sleaze fiends! 


Not Quite Hollywood: The Wild 
Untold Story Of Ozploitation! - 
Directed by Mark Hartley 


One hell of a rollicking good time to be had with 
this’n! Even as a trash fanatic and lover of worldly 
cinema, there’s evidently a bazillion things filmed 
in Australia I’ve never had a chance to see. This 
little silver Frisbee exists just to taunt me. An eye 
popping cathode-feast that rides the fence some- 
where between a shock-after-shock teaser trailer 
and straight up documentary. NQH delivers the 
goods in rapid fire edits, tattered film strips, talk- 
ing head interviews and a loud LOUD soundtrack 
(... even louder than Quentin Tarantino!).A candy 
colored sugar rush on the rise and fall of the out- 
back exploiters that paved the way for twenty odd 
years. Exploitation cinema rarely gets treated this 
lovingly. Witness sex farces & kangaroo fighters! 
Human hunting, rape revenging & biker violence! 
Vampires, psychic warriors & were-marsupials! (!?!) 
Exploding cars, exploding heads & other exploding 
...uh, explode-y things! Everything, including the 
kitchen sink, is hurled at you.And this kitchen sink 
is littered with empty Fosters cans, crocodile skull 
key chains, Vegemite slime and soiled panties. No 
complaints here.Whack me in the jaws, mate! 


Stone - Directed by Sandy 
Harbutt 


Since I’m on this Aussie kick, here’s one of the bet- 
ter grinders that finally got some respect this year. 
Stone, an undercover officer and motorcycle aficio- 
nado, goes deep into the seedy biker underworld 
looking for a political assassin. Seems one of the 
Grave Diggers M.C. saw the would-be sniper dur- 
ing the rally (on a bum acid trip, no less) and now 
the gang are being pecked off one by one. Stone was 
financed, directed and written by a real deal biker 
commando and gives you a different perspective 
on the unwashed and road weary. Kawasaki rules 
over Harley. That's a first. The same Kawa’s became 
just as infamous as the Aussie Falcons used in Mad 
Max.And speaking of Max, a bit of that cast appears 
in this before their rise to, well, lower-to-mid-tier 
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fame.A drive-in classic that could easily ride side- 
car to the 60s AIP cycle fodder or 70s Needam 
style smash-ups. Finders Keepers just pressed up 
the soundtrack as well, so get cracking to the vinyl 
bins! 


House On Sorority Row - 


Directed by Mark Rossman 

A childhood fave gets the DVD treatment and 
stands up much better than | ever anticipated. 
More head scratcher than throat slasher, House on 
Sorority Row has a lot more going for it than the 
average sex & violence quickie (tho’ it does have 
that too!). My older wizened self sees it nowadays 
as a low buck/low brow attempt at Henri-Georges 
Clouzots’ Diabolique ... but with supernatural plot 
holes the size of Texas and a strong Freudian fear 
of clowns. Is it great? Hell no. Is it fun? You bet. 
The direction even has some flare that brings on 
the spooks of Kubrick’s The Shining in the final act. 
Good popcorn fodder for a late night. I’d say watch 
it after the new season opener for Hunter airs, or 
perhaps once Friday Night Videos goes off for maxi- 
mum effect.At lam that severed head in the toilet 
bowl really grabs ya! 


House Of The Devil - 


Directed by Ti West 

Hard to diss a film that ACTUALLY had a clamshell 
VHS release this year! Damn straight. The plot is 
simple: A feathered haired college student rents a 
place she could never afford, just to get away from 
her dorm roomie, and has to look for extra means 
of income. It’s the 80s ... what do you do in a hor- 
ror movie? You get a babysitting gig. Cept this time 
the sitter sits for a real (reel) life Addams Fam- 
ily, played by vet-cult actors Tom Noonan & Mary 
Woronov. And as for the baby, well it’s not a baby 
at all... is it?! Obvious nods to Rosemary’s Baby 
and all other forms of the stranger in the house/ 
black mass genres from decades past. House of the 
Devil is a well done homage to the early years of 
the video boom as well as the whole satanic scare 
brought on by Geraldo Rivera, Phil Donahue and 
the likes. This isn’t campy or played for laughs. It’s 
dark. Deliberately paced. Tension building towards 
an unnerving doom. Most of the flick looks down- 
right perfect for the era it’s trying to recall (from 
title card sweeps to high waisted mom jeans) and 
it never feels forced. Devil gets a lot of help to doin’ 
it right from its subtle score ... with the exception 
of a FIXX tune played via walkman.And I’m ok with 
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that, too. Shocks come on abruptly and should (un- 
less yer already dead) get you jumping from your 
seat ...or at least hitting rewind button. Gnarly 
punches to the gut, | tell ya. Give’er a go. It’s bet- 
ter than a lot of the mega-plex playing, video game 
based atrocities that we're force fed these days. 


Tip: 

If ya really want to see me ramble about this kinda’ garbage 
at length, go to the Terminal Boredom Web-Zine (www.termi- 
nalboredom.com). | have an video column there (TV As Eyes) 
and | continue to review micro-pressed rekkids in quarterly 
updates. (You'll probably wanna’ stay off of the forums there, 
though ...unless yer ideal afternoon is being hammered on 
like a newbie punching bag at UFC training camp. It gets 
UGLY, | tell ya.) 


RYAN STARK 


Megalopolitan Maniac! 


Joanna Newsom - Have One On 


Me (DRAG CITY) 

Have One On Me is three discs of new Newsom 
so if the price seems steep, pretend it’s three new 
Newsom records and divide accordingly — not 
too bad huh? Have One On Me finds Newsom trav- 
eling even further out on a limb with this current 
group of songs and arrangements. Her signature 
voice whisps in and out of these huge orchestra- 
tions that are amazing and pleasantly weird. Every 
disc has some songs that will get stuck in your head 
and you'll feel like you'll go crazy if you don’t hear 
them! Check it out! 


Ella Fitzgerald — Twelve Nights in 
Hollywood 


This beautiful 4-CD box comes with a wonderful 
book of photos and writings of people who were 
there. Twelve Nights in Hollywood is all unreleased 
live tracks of Ella Fitzgerald in her prime which is 
just about as good as you can get. All of her hits are 
within this box but the beauty here is that some of 
the more famous cuts she’s lived with and toured 
for more than a decade so there’s a maturity to the 
songs that don’t necessarily come through on ear- 
lier recordings. And the stage banter! Listening to 
Ella interact with the audience with adorable quips 
and that alone is worth the price of admission! This 
box contains four CDs worth of Ella you haven’t 
heard! What are you waiting for?! 


Erykah Badu —- New Amerykah 


Part 2 (MoTOWN) 

Ms. Badu’s New Amerykah Part 2 reminds me a lot 
of Funkadelic in terms of arrangement. The songs 
are long but don’t drag. She’s on a vulnerable limb 
but the songwriting is tight and well executed. | 
think it’s one of the best records she’s done. Lyri- 
cally she’s sparce and introspective and musically 
she gives you a lot of space to see how you fit into 
them. If this record is any indication of where she’s 
going then we're in store for some mind-blowing 
records. The single from the record (featuring a 
music video of Ms. Badu stripping down to the 
nude in the middle of the afternoon in Dallas, TX) 
is good but every song on New Amerykah is just as 
catchy. It’s an exciting time to be in Amerykah! 


The Fall — Your Future, Our 


Clutter (DOMINO) 

It’s been six months so it’s time for another Fall re- 
cord. For those of you new to The Fall they are the 
brainchild of Mark E. Smith and have been putting 
out two records a year since 1977.Their sound has 
grown but has always sounded like them. This new 
release comes from the good folks at Domino Re- 
cords who have been releasing very Fall sounding 
bands for years so ... hopefully Mark and Co. have 
found a home they can be at for a long time. Your 
Future, Our Clutter is a good punk record you can 
tap your toe to whilst contemplating M.E. Smith’s 
intelligently torrid lyrics. 


Black Francis — Nonstoperotik 
(COOKING VINYL) 

The thought of a sweaty nude Frank Black giving 
it to somebody makes that iffy burrito | ate for 
lunch a little harder to keep down. So when | heard 
that the new Black Francis record was going to be 
called NONSTOPEROTIK, | was afraid of the idea of 
hearing Mr. Pixies channeling his inner Serge Gains- 
bourg and that just didn’t seem appetizing. What | 
was met with on first listen to Nonstoperotik was 
Black Francis electric guitar and a bunch of good 
tight songs that sound like he wrote them. There is 
no Pixies LOUD/quiet/LOUD but more verse/cho- 
rus/verse in very interesting and creative ways that 
are catchy and consuming. The eroticism is a little 
heavy handed for me at parts but, hey, to each their 
own. | have actually found myself liking it more and 
more every time | put it on. And though | love 
his acoustic records, it’s good to hear Frank Black 
behind some actual volume again. 


The Bastard Noise — A Culture 


of Monsters (DEEP six) 

THIS IS THE NEW BASTARD NOISE RECORD. 
IT SOUNDS LIKE WHAT THAT BAND CREATES. 
IT’S HEAVY AND CRUSHING AND LEAVES NO 
STONE UNTURNED AND MAKES ME WANT 
TO BREAK THINGS TO FREE THEM. IT NECESSI- 


TATES WRITING THIS REVIEW IN ALL CAPS TO 
UNDERLINE ITS INTENSITY. IF YOU HAVEN’T 
HEARD THIS BAND BEFORE, IT INVOLVES PEO- 
PLE INVOLVED WITH MAN IS THE BASTARD 
AND IS FOR FANS OF CRUSHING HEAVY MU- 
SIC. PERHAPS IF YOU ARE NOT ACQUAINTED 
WITH MUCH IN THE WAY OF HEAVY MUSIC, 
THIS WOULD BE A GOOD PLACE TO START. 
CHECK IT OUT, PLEASE. 


Janelle Monae - ArchAndroid 


(ATLANTIC) 
Ms. Janelle Monae sounds amazing to me and ap- 
peals to all of my James Brown tendencies. The 
lines are pretty obvious that she took more than a 
few cues from Mr. Please Please Please, but in logi- 
cal conclusions rather than a carbon copy. There 
are definite nods to Grace Jones as well which is 
no bad place to be. But aside from the established 
soul group name dropping, this is great original soul 
music with a great aesthetic attached to it. “Tight 
Rope” is the single which rips and it’s not even the 
best song on the album! | was hesitant at first but 
am now a full-fledged fan. 


CocoRosie — Grey Oceans (sus Por) 

The new CocoRosie is more catchy than any of 
their previous albums but in no way betrays their 
aesthetic. Their songwriting seems to just get tight- 
er and more natural as they go. The songs are still 
filled with haunting and ethereal vocals and inter- 
esting arrangements but they actually get stuck in 
your head and | think that as time goes on they’re 
going to get better and better. The first 75% of Grey 
Oceans is a great example of what this band is ca- 
pable of and impressive to listen to. The last part 
of Grey Oceans swims through an ocean of gonna- 
make-you-rave-till-dawn-to-this-totally-groovy- 
techno! UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. UNCE. 
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Frank Sinatra and Antonio 
Carlos Jobim - Francis Albert 
Sinatra & Antonio Carlos Jobim 


(WARNER BROS.) 
OP Blue Eyes and Antonio Carlos Jobim actually 
did another record worth of material. If you’ve 
heard their previous record will be infinitely inter- 
esting to you and at this point you’ve dropped this 
booklet to find it. If you haven’t heard this record 
then check this out. This is Frank Sinatra singing the 
songs of Jobim and is the most tender and sensual 
record in his catalog. It’s a good record to put on 
the headphones and walk somewhere. One of the 
best to do that to, in fact. and now there’s twice 
the material. So now when you get back from your 
walk you will have burned twice the calories. GET 
IN SHAPE! SINATRA STYLE! 


Young Widows - Live Radio 


Performance: April 6, 2009 
(ROBOTIC EMPIRE) 

Young Widows is a great direction for the ex- 
members of Breather Resist and Black Cross. This 
record is a document of the band live and it’s their 
most beautiful work to date. Breather Resist basi- 
cally broke up when some of its members went in 
this direction. Young Widows is closer in tune and 
vibe to The Melvins and Jesus Lizard than Breather 
Resist. All of their records are great but this is the 
one | turn to the most. Heavy sounds that are 
thick all the way through with capturing arrange- 
ments and solid rock vocals. Throw this on your 
turntable! 


Flying Lotus — Cosmogramma 
(WARP) 

Dear Abby: Hey, it’s Ryan Stark again. So when | 
read that the Flying Lotus guy is related to John 
and Alice Coltrane | checked his record out. Now, | 
love John Coltrane and the last five years of his life 
he created some of my most consistently turned to 
music and Alice’s post-John Coltrane work sends 
me to the same place just as sacred and just as high. 
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Am | actually listening to Flying Lotus or am | just 

forcing it through a strainer of catching a part of 

that family for myself as | wasn’t around in 1966. 
Yours in eternal return, ~R 


My Flag Is On Fire / Oblio’s 
Arrow -— Second Shimmy Digital/ 
Hummaniterrorist (split 7”) 

Check out the new split 7” from Reno’s own My 
Flag is On Fire and Denver’s Oblio Duo and The 
Archers! Both sides are beautiful acoustic songs 
that are mature and catchy. Guitar, stand up bass, 
accordian, cello, keys ... you name it, they play it. 
Keep an eye out for both bands as both are active 
touring units that are always the most memorable 
part of any show they play. My Flag is on Fire is one 
of my favorite bands working today. 


Magic Bullets — Magic Bullets 
(MON AMIE) 

This is a cool band from SF that create well ex- 
ecuted pop songs with interesting arrangements 
and a good sense of hook. Their sound expands on 
The Smiths and The Cure without being derivative. 
Concise and well placed vocals makes this a good 
new toe tapper to check out. Brought to you by 
the good folks and Mon Amie Records, a label to 
definitely pay attention to! Go ahead and give it 
a spin! 


Buster Blue — When The Silvers 


Gone 

A great record from Reno’s own Buster Blue. Their 
impressive new full-length is multi-instrumental 
and interesting. If you aren’t familiar with this band, 
| would steer fans of Elvis Perkins their way. Kind 
of sounds like if the Arcade Fire were Tom Waits’ 
backing band and created their own original mov- 
ing music. 


Tip: 

Reno Basement culture. 

For free. For download. 
WWW.NOCITYINTHEWORLD.NET 


SEAN 
“SHOOTER” 
SOKOL 


Security Overlord // Awesomeness 
(Not necessarily in that order) 


Panopticon — Collapse (FLENSER) 
Atmospheric pagan anarchist black metal that mix- 
es in dark Appalachian style bluegrass music. Vinyl 


version features an Amebix cover with guest vocals 
by the Baron himself. 


Nux Vomica - Asleep in the Ashes 
(ABORTED SOCIETY) 

Nux Vomica return with their second album. 
An amazing sixty-minute double LP that mixes 
elements of epic crust metal, thrash, sludge, punk, 
psychedelia and even post-rock. 


Watain — Lawless Darkness (sEASON 
OF MIST) 

Sweden's black metal masters return with their 
much anticipated fourth studio album. Watain defi- 
nitely show some progression on this one while 
retaining the dark melodic harmonies of “Sworn to 
the Dark” and invoking “Casus Luciferi” all at the 
same time. 


Coffins/Stormcrow — 20 Buck 
Spin (Split) 

Coffins churn out two more insanely heavy distort- 
ed death/doom tracks while Stormcrow offers up 
some more Oakland stenchcore on this |2” EP. 


Anthrax (UK) —- One Last Drop 
Discography LP of this great and often overlooked 
UK anarcho/peace punk band. LP compiles both 
demos, both EPs, comp tracks, and even some 
live material. Comes in a great Crass-style foldout 
sleeve and includes patches and a poster. 


Palace of Worms - 

The Forgotten (FLENSER) 

Great one-man black metal project from S.F. Think 
atmospheric Leviathan. 


Bumbklaatt — Luctus 

Bumbklaatt return with their first full-length of 
their own brand of raging hardcore from Mexico/ 
SoCal. 
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Kerasphorus — Cloven Hooves 
at Holocaust Dawn 10” 
(NUCLEAR WAR NOW!) 


Four tracks of raging buzzing thrashing blackened 
death. 


Insuiciety — The Cure for Truth 


(VENDETTA) 
Groove-filled Czech sludge crust with female vo- 
cals. 


Instinct of Survival — North of 


Nowhere 
Old school crust punk from Germany done right. 


Tip: 

Go to Eli’s Mile High Club. Best punk/dive bar in the 510. 
Obey Tom McQuown. Check out my new band BADR VOGU. 
Oakland Blues Crust. 


SPENSAUR 
COOPER 


I like my music like | like my steak. Raw. 


Ted Leo and The Pharmacists — 


The Brutalist Bricks (MATADOR) 

Ted Leo and The Pharmacists latest effort is, in my 
opinion, his best since 2003’s Hearts Of Oak. While 
Brutalist Bricks still pays close attention to Ted’s 
wonderful vocal melodies, the backing instrumen- 
tation seems to be the rawest and punkiest since 
his work in Chisel. 


Tender Forever — No Snare 

(K RECORDS) 

It is really hard for me to not absolutely love every- 
thing that Tender Forever touches. The latest album 
from the one-woman act is a bit slower paced than 
her previous record Wider. However, where others 
might think that slower paced equals boring, this 
is hardly the case with No Snare. The bicontinental 
Melanie Valera, who moonlights between her na- 
tive Bordeaux, France and rainy Portland, Oregon, 
has matured as a songwriter and musician, building 
emotion and tension with the tiniest inflections of 
her voice and wordplay. At the time of writing this 
review, | have only had the record for a week and 
| can’t count how many times | have listened to it. 
Simply beautiful! 


Neverever — Angelic Swells 
(SLUMBERLAND RECORDS) 

| first became aware of Neverever at the Slum- 
berland Records 20th Anniversary show in San 
Francisco earlier this year. When being absolutely 
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captivated by their live show, they reminded me of 
a 21st century band playing late-’70s post-punk and 
fronted by a crooning vixen from the early-’60s. 
Upon putting Angelic Swells on my turntable, that 
initial impression was solidified by the production 
of the record. While the instrumentation sounds 
like it could have been recorded alongside Wire 
during its “Pink Flag” sessions, Jihae Meek’s vocals 
are right up front in the mix and dripping with re- 
verb. The end result is a sugary sweet record that 
could only come out on Slumberland. 


Black Dynamite -— 


Directed by Scott Sanders 

Oh My God! This is probably the best movie | have 
watched in the past three years. No kidding. An 
extremely well written satire of your standard ’70s 
Blaxploitation film, this movie is just one-liner after 
one-liner. Buy it. Don’t ask questions. 


Tip: 
mmmm bloody! 


TON O 


Golden Triangle - 


Double Jointer (HARDLY ArT) 

Rock, debris, guts, jangle, angst, slop, driving beat, 
bouncy, distorted, sung/spoken female vocals, 
party, do you hear the tambourine? Sentences? | 
dig this. 


Mike Patton — Mondo Cane 
(IPECAC) 

My favorite greasy dirtlip has created an even 
greasier album of Italian soundtrack and pop titles 
from the ’50s and ’60s. Sung in surprisingly stellar 
Italian and backed by a 40-piece orchestra, a choir, 
and a |5-piece band, this album gives Patton the 
opportunity to show off what a truly talented freak 
of nature he really is. Fans of Patton’s crooning in 
Lovage will appreciate this album. 


Holly Golightly & The 

Brokeoffs — Medicine County 
(TRANSDREAMER) 

Holly’s work with the Brokeoff’s (aka Lawyer Dave, 
a one-man band extraordinaire) including this lat- 
est record and their previous two full-lengths may 
be the best releases of her career to date. But it’s 
tough to say because everything she does com- 
pletely rules the planet.While not often associated 
with each other, | would think that fans of Devil 
Makes Three and Old Crow Medicine Show could 
easily saddle up to this record. 
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Eddy Current Suppression Ring 
— Rush to Relax (GONER) 

One of the most satisfying rock records I’ve heard 
in a long time. Like The Stooges meets The Feelies. 
Yup it’s that good. 


Slices — Cruising (IRON LUNG) 

Super angry and heavy noise rock that’s catchy in 
the way Jesus Lizard is. Fans of Walls will like this 
....and already own it. 


Dum Dum Girls — / Will Be 
(SUBPOP/HOZAC) 

Deserving of all the attention. Little bit of twee, 
little bit of punk, little bit of fuzz, and a whole lot of 
hotness all wrapped up in 29 minutes. 


Tip: 

Keep your eye out for an awesome book coming out soon: 
The Wrong Side of Reno: Three Decades of Punk and 
Hardcore Music in the Biggest Little City. 





SAN FRANCISCO 
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Before you read my recommendations, 
beware: | have terrible taste. 


Flying Lotus —- Cosmogramma 
(WARP) 

This guy just won’t stop. Experimental, yet fluid, 
this record will keep you listening long after your 
initial go-around. | loved essentially everything 
about this album, from the artwork and packaging 
to the unique samples (i.e. a game of ping-pong). 
Treat yourself, and hear this record start to finish 
as soon as you can. 


Pantha du Prince — Black Noise 
(ROUGH TRADE) 

| have to be honest with myself.As much as I’d like 
to refrain from promoting Rough Trade Records 
(not because | hate everything they put out, but 
because they do put out a lot of records | file in 
the category of “hipster bullshit”) | have to say that 
this album is simply stellar. | first heard Pantha du 
Prince a little over a year ago, after purchasing his 
12” single “Behind the Stars” simply because it had 
been released on Dial Records. And so | was sur- 
prised later to see that the song was featured on 
Pantha du Prince’s latest record that was released 
by another label. Regardless of who put out what 
record, this artists’ blend of minimalistic electro 
and classical sensibilities is a mixture that really 
works wonders for the listener’s ears. And while 
Black Noise doesn’t quite compare with his ’07 
release This Bliss, Pantha’s latest record certainly 
stands out as its own remarkable entity. 


Dial 2010 (1)/(2)/(3) - Various 
Artists (DIAL) 

These singles are all part of a |0th Anniversary 
package being released by Dial Records all through- 


out this year. I’ll just make it easy on myself and 
simply say that pretty much everything this label 
puts out is great stuff (if you enjoy minimal electro, 
that is). Each of these singles feature at least three 
different artists, all of whom are currently at the 
forefront of the electronic music scene (well, at 
least in Germany.) Don’t let my short, vague review 
fool you though — this music is unbelievably good. 
Get it while you still can. 


Lusine — A Certain Distance 
(GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 

Holy Shit! You ever listen to a record all the way 
through and just think, “Holy Shit!?” Despite the 
fact that this record came out last year, I’m willing 
to break the sacred “Music We Like” rules for a 
release this outstanding. In thinking about this al- 
bum, I’m not quite sure how to define it. It’s not 
as original as some of the other releases on my 
list, nor is it as abstract, or even as cohesive. But, 
song for song, this is probably one of the most ad- 
dicting, enduring, and enjoyable records put out in 
recent memory. The layers of noise that compose 
this album create something much greater than 
the sum of their parts. I’ve shown this record to 
friends, family, and pretty much anybody who will 
listen — and all of them (electro fan or not) have 
said they enjoyed it as well. This is essentially as 
good as modern music can get. 


Beach House - Teen Dream 

(SUB POP) 

I’m not going to say too much about this record 
because I'll probably take a lot of heat for just hav- 
ing it in here, but | will say this: | tried as hard as | 
could to not like it, but | failed miserably. 


Red Sparowes - The Fear Is 
Excrutiating, but Therein Lies the 


Answer (SARGEANT HOUSE) 

When | was younger, | listened to nothing but 
post-rock. But Godspeed You Black Emperor! 
and Slint don’t make records anymore, Mogwai 
doesn’t make good records anymore, and | haven’t 
heard anything new from God is an Astronaut for 
a while, so | listen to this record when | want 
to pretend I’m 16 again. In all seriousness though, 
this record fuckin’ rocks, despite the preposter- 
ous title. 


Tip: 

My friend and | have a podcast where we put other peoples’ 
music online and then take credit for it. If you're into that kind 
of thing, visit http://physicsengine.podomatic.com, or iTunes 
search Physics Engine. 
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ALLEN 


Remember, kids, those MP3 downloads that 
come with your vinyl don’t last forever! 


Bobby McFerrin - VOCAbuLarieS 
(EMARCY/UNIVERSAL) 

McFerrin’s music has usually been more about 
sound than meaning, and at its worst it could em- 
phasize a real schism between form and content. So, 
with the help of arranger/composer Roger Treece, 
he’s made the form so dazzling and multi-layered 
that you don’t mind the slight content. Two minutes 
into the first song, “Baby,” and you can lose count 
of the modulations, much less the variations on the 
theme. But Treece has done the singer a real favor 
here, expanding McFerrin’s harmonic vocabulary 
so drastically it’s like hearing his hypnotizing ideas 
clearly and fully realized for the first time. 


T.A.M.I. Show, Collector’s Edition 
— Directed by Steve Binder 


It’s a small miracle that this film still exists at all, 
given The Beach Boys’ dictum that all copies be de- 
stroyed after the initial theater release. But survive 
it did, and it’s the greatest music time capsule from 
1964 ever, surveying a full spectrum of the pop 
charts so varied and lively, it makes today’s Gram- 
my shows — the nearest modern day equivalent 
— seem stilted and forced by comparison. It also 
contains what may be the greatest James Brown 
stage show capsule ever filmed. It’s worth buying 
just to watch this ten minutes over and over, with 
the rest of the acts as gravy. 


You Never Give Me Your Money — 
Written by Peter Doggett 

(HARPER BOOKS) 

| never thought I'd enjoy reading a book about the 
dissolution of The Beatles, because their story is 


so rife with bitterness, disappointment and com- 
plicated business decisions. But by focusing on the 
personalities of the four principals, Doggett creates 
a fascinating document on what they went through 
and how they felt about it. In particular, the rela- 
tionship between Lennon and McCartney was so 
intimate and brotherly that the circumstances that 
tore them apart couldn’t help but reveal the raw 
feelings between them. Previously, we could only 
discern these feelings through their bickering and 
barbed songs aimed at each other; Doggett gets to 
the heart of their disagreements and the dynamics 
of their unique partnership, and anything that sheds 
as much light on that subject as this book does is 
worth reading. 


ANNE “K:’ 


| brought my tambourine. 


Teenage Fanclub — Shadows 
(MERGE) 


Young Michelin - Young Michelin 


EP 7” (BULLE SONORE RECORDS) 
French band for fans of Sarah-era St. Christopher. 


Black Tambourine — Black 
Tambourine (SLUMBERLAND) 


Bart & Friends — 


“Make you Blush” EP 
(LOST AND LONESOME RECORDING COMPANY) 


Dolly Mixture — Everything and 
More Box Set 


I’m almost reluctant to tip my cards on this one. 
It’s the super limited edition retrospective that the 
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kids have been dreaming about for the better part 
of a decade and a half, since 1995’s Demonstration 
Tapes reissue. This will sell out in less time than it 
takes to play the A side of your “Been Teen” 7.” 


Weekend/Young Prisms - split 
7”? (TRANSPARENT) 


Ty Segall - Melted (coner) 
Oh, but you know this already, right? 


Tip: 

A couple of issues of Music We Like ago | recommended 
Numero’s CD reissue of Camino Del Sol by Antena. Now, the 
rave-worthy label has put it back on vinyl in a beautiful 2-LP 
set.Amoeba has it, come and grab it! 


AUDRA 
WOLFNANN 


Actor, writer, dilettante. 


The Rolling Stones — Exile on 
Main Street [Super Deluxe Edi- 
tion] (UNIveRSAL) 

This is an investment for a lifetime. Includes two re- 
cords, two CDs (including 10 unreleased songs), a 
DVD, and big book full of pictures from The Stones’ 
French exile period. Ought to keep you busy for 
a while! 


Black Dynamite — Directed by 


Scott Sanders 

An amazing homage/spoof/meditation on the 
greats of the Blaxploitation genre. Count the 
intentional boom mic appearances and other awe- 
some touches! 


True Blood: The Complete Second 


Season 
The guilty pleasure I’m not even guilty about. So 
there. 


Bad Girls of Film Noir, Vol. 2 
(Night Editor / One Girl’s Confes- 
sion / Women’s Prison / Over- 
Exposed) - Directed by Lewis 


Seiler, Hugo Haas, Henry Levin 
| thank this collection for introducing me to the 
trashy charm of Cleo Moore. 


Stagecoach (The Criterion Col- 
lection) - Directed by John Ford 


| had no idea | liked this movie until | saw Crite- 
rion’s new crisp and clear transfer. Do yourself a 





favor and give this western another chance.Also in- 
cludes an interesting feature on Monument Valley. 


Tip: 
Available for weddings, Bar Mitzvahs, funerals, divorce pro- 
ceedings, difficult labors, séances, and home foreclosures. 


gare 
% PURR 





Billy 
LUDLOW 


Chud Kraken 


Harvey Milk - Small Turn 


Of Human Kindness 

(HYDRA HEAD) 

| thought | knew what sort of music | liked until 
| heard them. Beautifully depressing, challenging 
(without being pretentious), heavy, slow-burning 
and powerful.After their last, more straightforward 
heavy, rock album, Harvey Milk returns with a re- 
lease that requires that you listen straight through 
to get the full impact — a slow motion soundtrack 
to a humid, bleak summer evening out in the mid- 
dle of nowhere in the south. And according to the 
band, this was all composed by guitarist and vocal- 
ist Creston Spiers while in the van on tour — a 
thought that even further blows the mind when 
listening to the mastery of their style and sound. 
It kind of makes my heart swell to see a band that 
has continually made amazing music when almost 
no one payed attention or gave a shit, release an- 
other gem. 


Alcest — Ecailles de Lune / 
(PROPHECY PRODUCTIONS) 

How does one describe Alcest? They are too shoe- 
gaze to be black metal but too black metal to be 
Shoegaze. Maybe it’s neither — a post metal / neo 
shoegaze where lush guitars and softly sung vocals 
are contrasted by tastefully placed blast beats. | 
never knew where to start with the metal section 
of our store, but after realizing there’s a guy mak- 
ing sounds like this | knew I'd be cheating myself 
if | didn’t start digging through there more often. 
Incredibly melodic and a must for fans of Slowdive, 
Ride and Jesu. 
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Black Tambourine — 


Black Tambourine (SLUMBERLAND) 

The band that was criminally underappreciated in 
its time despite doing the lo-fi, garage rock, shoe- 
gaze-y thing better than the countless imitators of 
today, finally gets a nice discography release on vinyl 
complete with a gatefold cover, some nice photos 
and a couple demo versions of theirs. “Throw Aggi 
Off The Bridge” is my jam, yo. 


Abner Jay — Folk Song Stylist 
(MISSISSIPPI RECORDS) 

This is the second collection by Mississippi Records 
of the late Abner Jay’s work and let’s hope its not 
the last. His music is a sort of folk-tinged blues that 
after just 30 seconds of any song you know you’re 
listening to something special that you don’t hear 
everyday (and unfortunately never hear in modern 
music). Some of his lyrics are funny, some insightful 
and some depressing, but the music always has a 
warm, raw sound and feel. 


Melvins — The Bride Screamed 


Murder (\PECAC RECORDINGS) 

C’mon, it’s the Melvins. If you like them then you'll 
like this. If you don’t like them then you went 
wrong somewhere and your parents are probably 
disappointed with their son/daughter. Lots of fun 
production stuff — a good headphone album. 


BRRIAN 
DAVIS 


No, no, no, no. Don’t tug on that. You never 
know what it might be attached to... 
www. briandavisvoice.com 


The Futureheads - The Chaos 
(DOVECOTE) 

This made my day the first time | heard it... 
and man, did that day need making. Thanks, 
Futureheads. 
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Field Music — Field Music 


(Measure) (MEMPHIS INDUSTRIES) 

Live show of the year so far might have been these 
guys. Intricate and musical in a way you would think 
would only work in the studio, but oh no mon frere, 
it just works ... 


Villagers — Becoming a Jackal 
(DOMINO) 

| keep seeing comparisons to Bright Eyes for this, 
but | don’t get it. Could it just be that they’re both 
sorta one-man projects of dudes named Conor? 
Hmm. All | know is that | quite dig this (Irish) 
Conor’s effortlessly dramatic vocal stylings. 


Good Old War — Good Old War 
(SARGENT HOUSE) 

Folky: check. Poppy: check. Catchy: check. Great 
harmonies: check ... 


The Jayhawks - The Jayhawks 
(LOST HIGHWAY) 

The 1986 “Bunkhouse Album’”’ finally, finally sees 
the legit light of day. Clearly the work of a band that 
hasn’t entirely figured out its identity yet, it’s still a 
damn fine hickrock record with some of the great- 
est song titles this side of The Replacements ... 


CAS(S) 
NCGEE 


I’ve been gazing at my shoes since 
the age of | 5. I’m older now. 


Black Tambourine — 


Black Tambourine (sLUMBERLAND) 

Black Tambourine was a band | would have been 
weak-kneed for back when | was in high school 
— that is, had | known about them. Their lo-fi, 
shoegazey, pop fuzz would have easily fit into the 
soundtrack of my adolescence. | take very little 
solace in the fact that barely anyone heard them 
in their heyday since they never really had one. 
That’s what happens when your band is only to- 
gether for two years (1989-1991). Lucky for strag- 
glers like me, Slumberland reissued a compilation 
of all their singles as Complete Recordings in 1999. 
A little over || years later, the label gives us Black 
Tambourine, which includes the exact same tracklist 
as the earlier reissue and tacks on demo versions 
of the beautiful “For Ex-Lovers Only” and the ach- 
ing “Throw Aggi Off The Bridge.” As if that and the 
boss, nostalgia-tickling cover art weren’t worth the 
price of admission, the entire band reassembled to 
record four new songs consisting of two originals 
and covers of songs by Suicide and Buddy Holly. 
The temporal shifts from old to never heard before 


to new to redux sound surprisingly cohesive and 
bodes well for any future recordings and touring. 
*crossing fingers* 


Flying Lotus —- Cosmogramma 
(WARP) 

A lot of people don’t know that the working title 
for FlyLo’s sophomore triumph was How To Make 
Biters Suck Your Dust. But Cosmogramma works too. 
Honestly, Ellison, | didn’t know you had it in you. 
Color me impressed. Respect. 


Toro Y Moi - Causers Of This 
(CARPARK RECORDS) 

Genre-tagging is a tiresome game and, at this point, 
it’s apparently impossible to come up with names 
that don’t sound downright ridiculous, especially 
amongst the myriad electronica sub-genres. | don’t 
know about you, but | feel silly calling anything | 
actually enjoy listening to “wonky” or “lazer bass.” 
Not to be outdone, crafty hipster kids have come 
up with their own eye-roll inducing moniker for a 
nascent group of bedroom producers who com- 
bine elements of dream pop, shoegaze, rock, and 
electronica into a hazy mix that sounds as if it is 
being played back on a worn cassette tape broad- 
casting from another room. And since I’m finding 
myself loving a lot of this music, I’m going to have a 
hard time calling it “glo-fi,” “chillwave” or, at worst, 
“shitgaze.” Seriously?! Toro Y Moi, gets my bid for 
“whatever we're calling this music” dominance, if 
anything because he had the foresight to fortify his 
gossamer pop stylings with nods to the aforemen- 
tioned wonky and lazer bass genres, not to men- 
tion ’90s era synth R&B and Dilla-esque boom-bap. 
That’s the kind of genre mashing that isn’t sur- 
prising coming from a 24-year-old, half black/half 
Filipino (and all adorbs) chap from South Carolina 
named Chaz Bundick. 





Phantogram - Eyelid Movies 


(BARSUK/GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 

While most au courant indie rock bands flirting with 
electronic textures seem content to mine ’80s new 
wave and electro for inspiration, Saratoga Springs, 
NY duo Phantogram are starting smack dab in the 
middle of the ’90s with the revisionist trip-hop on 
their debut, Eyelid Movies. The album boasts the 
requisite hallmarks: ethereal female vocals, con- 
trasting male vocals, thumpin’ hip-hop beats, dusty 
scratches and spy movie guitars. But don’t go into 
it expecting retreads of Portishead and Massive At- 
tack. If anything, Phantogram’s sound draws a line 
directly from those trip-hop forbearers through 
the more experimental art rock of Blonde Red- 
head and Broadcast, touching on Metric’s pop sen- 
sibilities along the way.As a result, the music comes 
off more like a logical progression rather than a 
nostalgia trip, more immediate than past tense. 


Quadron —- Quadron (PLUG RESEARCH) 
Electro-soul duo Quadron calls Denmark home 
and, since their self-titled debut is on some seri- 
ously can’t miss shit, they've pretty much solidified 
Scandinavia (of all places) as a wellspring of next 
school, electronic pop innovation, after Sweden's 
triple-threat of Robyn, The Knife/Fever Ray, and 
Little Dragon. The latter is Quadron’s closest an- 
tecedent and fans of Little Dragon’s quirky take on 
R&B and soul will take to them easily.As Quadron, 
multi-instrumentalist/producer Robin Hannibal and 
vocalist Coco O. make lush, spacious, electronica 
and jazz-tinged soul music. I’m reluctant to burden 
them with the baggage that comes with dubbing 
them “neo-soul,” especially when what they do is 
informed by the past more than it is beholden to it, 
managing to be both reverent and forward-thinking 
at the same time. They shift comfortably between 
archly avant-garde R&B (opener “Buster Keaton”) 
to hand-clapping, ’60s girl group sing-alongs (“Slip- 
pin’”), to a pulsating, breathy, torch song (“Horse”) 
without sounding like they're trying on a bunch 
of different disguises. Album highlight “Average 
Fruit” skips along a steady bass line accenuated by 
echoing percussive clicks, warm synths, strings go- 
ing back n’ forth between longing and lilting, with 
Coco O’s jazz phrasing and lyrical allusions to Mos 
Def wrapping it all up beautifully. This is confident, 
visionary song-writing. Something that your heart 
beats for indeed. 


DOUG 


Eagle Twin - Unkindness of 
Crows (SOUTHERN LORD) 

Sounds like Earth, Melvins, Boris, Sleep, Om, High 
on Fire, Harvey Milk, & beyond. compositional bal- 
ancing of simple, complex, visceral, & cerebral. low 
howling growling Tibetan monk style vocals, Bon- 
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ham style drumming, free form metal here & there, 
baritone guitar to full effect. epic, primordial, heavy 
heavy heavy riffs! repeated listenings yield multiple 
rewards. it’s now out on vinyl too. i could listen to 
nothing else for two solid months. to me, this is the 
best album of the last decade. 


Zu — Carboniferous (\PECAC) 

Distorted barritone sax, thick chunky rhythm sec- 
tion, extended techniques and lots of improv/metal. 
Buzz Osbourne & Mike Patton on a few tracks. ma- 
thy, ambient, straight rocking, proggy, metal, jazz. 
can’t get enough of this. finally out on vinyl as well is 
their Way of the Animal Powers album. their albums 
with Mats Gustafsson & Ken Vandermark trio are 
also amazing. 


EDGARDO 


Argerich Plays Chopin F. Chopin — 
Featuring Martha Argerich 

(solo piano) 

This collection of unreleased German Radio re- 
cordings done in 1959 and 1967 of Ms. Argerich 
playing Chopin is a true gem. All of the pieces on 
this CD have never been previously released; in- 
cluded are the First Ballade, the C-Sharp Minor 
Etude and four Mazurkas, all of which she has not 
otherwise recorded. The sound quality is (surpris- 
ingly) good but the performance is what makes this 
special. Her playing combines technique, power 
and sensitivity that benefit these beautiful pieces.A 
wonderful recording from a true living legend! 


Purcell — Dido And Aeneas — 
Directed by William Christie 


This recent French production of English com- 
poser Henry Purcell’s baroque opera, Dido and 


30 = MUSIC WELIKE * Fall/Winter 2010 


Aeneas, is quite enjoyable. The production features 
period costumes with updated staging, good acting 
and solid singing along with top-notch musical ac- 
companiment by William Christie and Les Arts Flo- 
rissants. Both audio and video quality are superb! 
(Also available on Blu-ray.) 


Timbalada Ao Vivo — Directed by 
Gilson Freitas 

Timbalada melds traditional Brasilian percussion 
and world pop to produce an attractive irresist- 
ible sound. This video of a live 2007 performance 
from Sao Luis do Maranhao, Brasil showcases a fun 
and colorful concert with really satisfying sound 
and fast-paced video editing. A rare import title 
well worth seeking! (Concert audio recording also 
available on CD.) 


Incognito: Live In London - The 
30th Anniversary Concert (DVD) 
This live concert from 2009 celebrates this pio- 
neering acid-jazz/soul/funk ensemble with a super 
performance. The band displays plenty of energy 
and style; the rhythm section has in-the-pocket 
groove and virtuosity, the horns are spot-on tight 
and everyone plays extremely well together pro- 
ducing a solid dynamic sound. The video production 
provides an appropriate atmospheric visual setting 
for this great concert. (Also available in Blu-ray and 
concert audio on CD.) 


You The Living (Du Levande) - 


Roy Andersson 

This 2007 film by Roy Andersson consists of 50 vi- 
gnettes that demonstrate the human existence.An- 
dersson uses interrelated themes and characters 
throughout the movie to illustrate his message — 
that regardless of social standing or circumstance, 
we are all human with the same basic needs and 
qualities. His dry deadpan style ranges from subtle 
to absurd and creates something different to ap- 
preciate and enjoy. The cinematography is beauti- 
fully done and the soundtrack is charming. A truly 
unique film that makes one laugh, empathize and 
think. (In Swedish with English subtitles.) 


EIRiN 


All-girl bands or female fronted or 
even just one lady, alone. 


Zola Jesus — Stridulum (sacreD 
BONES) 
So good | had a dream about it. 


Joanna Newsom - Have One On 


Me (DRAG CITY) 
She’s the best. 


The Sandwitches — Duck Duck 


Goose EP 1 2” (sECRET SEVEN) 
SAD songs 


Effi Briest — Rhizomes (sAcRED BONES) 
Spooky! 


Twin Sister — Color Your Life 12” 
(INFINITE BEST RECORDINGS) 

“All Around and Away We Go” sounds just like 
“More More More” by Andrea True Connection. 


GABi 


Caribou — Swim (merce) 


The Dead Weather - Sea of 
Cowards (THIRD MAN/WARNER BROS.) 


The Black Keys — Brothers 
(NONESUCH RECORDS) 


Sleepy Sun — Fever (atP RECORDINGS) 


Beach House — Teen Dream 
(SUB POP) 


Sleigh Bells — Treats 
(MOM & POP RECORDINGS) 


Delta Spirit - 


History From Below 
(ROUNDER RECORDS) 


Yeasayer — All Hour Cymbals 
(WE ARE FREE RECORDS) 


LCD Soundsystem - 
This is Happening vikGIN RECORDS) 


GABRiFl 


AIV, Japanese music, In-stores ... whew. 


Mike Patton — Mondo Cane 

(IPECAC RECORDINGS) 

Mike Patton’s latest recording is quite sublime. He 
interprets ’50s and ’60s Italian folk & pop songs 
into something new and vibrant. Some say weird 
departure. | say homecoming. 


Death Race 2000 - Directed by 


Roger Corman 

Looking even better ... on Blu-ray. David Car- 
ridine and Stallone rip up the asphalt in this classic 
exploitation road movie. How many points do you 
have? 


Vivre sa vie (The Criterion 
Collection) - Directed by 
Jean-Luc Godard 

Criterion put out this amazing Blu-ray. Godard 
studies his hot wife Anna Karina in the role of a 
young lady who becomes a prostitute while reach- 
ing for the stars.Will she figure out what makes her 
truly happy? Simply amazing. 


44 Inch Chest - Directed by 


Malcolm Venville 

From the dudes that brought you Sexy Beast comes 
a tale of heartbreak and revenge. Awesome actors 
chewing up scenery and pontificating on manhood. 
Starring Ray Winstone, John Hurt, and my favorite 
lan McShane. Tough. 


Tip: 

Die Antwoord. Jumping out of the world wide interweb and 
into your face with next level beats. Enter the Ninja and Sail 
Away Motherfuckers! Look for their new EP soon to be out 
on Interscope! 


JANES 
DilLON 


33 + 45 = 78 


Sandwitches — Duck Duck Goose 


12” EP (SECRET SEVEN RECORDS/EMPTY CEL- 
LAR) 

The latest from The Sandwitches. Heartbreaking 
acoustic lullabies. | recommend listening to this 
one under water. Stamped on one-sided 12” vi- 
nyl, the initial pressing of this EP is limited to 500 
copies brought to you by Secret Seven Records 
and Empty Cellar. Also try to find the Grace Sings 
Sludge Cassette Tape. Limited edition solo album 
from Sandwitches vocalist. 


Gamera - Directed by Noriaki 
Yuasa 

Shout Factory is licensing all six of the original 
Gamera films. the first from 1965 is Gamera: The 
Giant Monster. It is unedited and in widescreen with 
English subtitles. | saw this as a child but it holds up 
remarkably well. Get these as well as the original 
Godzilla films. 
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Omar Souleyman 
— Jazeera Nights 


(SUBLIME FREQUENCIES) 
You can still travel the world on 
your hi-fi with Sublime Frequen- 
cies radio and field recordings of earth. They have 
released many, many compact discs, LPs and DVDs 
from all over the world. These are sounds that you 
have never heard before. They have put out many 
great releases recently, too many to list, but the one 
to get is the new one by the great Omar Souley- 
man. He has issued more than 500 studio and live 
recorded cassette albums which are easily spotted 
in the shops of any Syrian city. It is his third collec- 
tion of Syrian street-level Dabke folk-pop released 
in the western world. 


Die Antwoord — $O$ (INTERSCOPE) 
“Totally Psychic, Open Your Mind QuickAs The Vibe 
Kicks ...” Die Antwoord is a next level zef rap-rave 


crew from Cape Town, straight outta South Africa. 


Their name means “The Answer” and when they 
were asked “The answer to what?” the answer they 
gave was “Whatever man.” This is like the coolest 
band | heard in my whole life. You can’t fuck with 
their new zef flow. Party people are you ready? 


Small Wonder 


Small Wonder is an American science fiction sitcom 


that aired from September 7, 1985 to May 20, 1989. 


The show chronicles the family of a robotics engi- 
neer who, after he secretly creates a robot mod- 
eled after a real human girl, tries to pass it off as 
their daughter. In 2002, Robert Bianco, TV critic for 
USA Today, listed it as a contender for one of the 
worst TV shows of all time. | was too old to watch 
this show and thought it was terrible too, but one 
day | became a little obsessed with it | admit. it is 
weirder that | remembered. It’s a little like a Phillip 
K. Dick novel, a little Metropolis and a little Franken- 
stein. It has all of these unintentional, (| hope) sex 
jokes in it. Not for everyone, but | love it. 
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Lee Perry — Sound System 


Scratch (PRESSURE SOUNDS) 

Greetings music lovers, all hail music power! Well 
Pressure Sounds has done it again. | recommend 
all of their reissues of classic golden age Jamaican 
music. their new one might be their finest from the 
great Upsetter, Lee “Scratch” Perry. You may have 
heard these songs, but not these mixes. They have 
never been heard outside of sound system dances. 
“It was only four tracks on the machine,” Perry ex- 
plains, “but | was picking up twenty from the extra 
terrestrial squad.” One of the most exciting Lee 
Perry collections to come out in awhile. essen- 
tial for anyone who likes good music. For further 
reading, pick up People Funny Boy:The Genius of Lee 
“Scratch” Perry and Solid Foundation: An Oral History 
of Reggae, both by David Katz. 


Tip: 

Be the life of the party with these high quality novelty celluloid 
buttons. These beauties provide subjects for pleasant jokes 
and amusing conversation, and thus smooths the way to a 
more familiar acquaintance and cordial friendship. Just wear 
one and watch the effect. Handmade in San Francisco from 
vintage ephemera. Go to www.potatopotato.etsy.com on the 
internets for more information. Hi-Fi buttons are now avail- 
able for purchase at Amoeba Music. Get yours today. 


JT 


Ariel Pink’s Haunted Graffiti — 
Before Today (4A) 


The idiot savant of lo-fi pop has successfully tran- 
sitioned to a semi-major label. | can’t believe how 
good this album is. 


Pigs, Pimps, & Prostitutes: 3 Films 
by Shohei Imamura - Directed by 


Shohei Imamura 

Three early 1960s films from this great Japanese 
director. Full of sweat, dirt and the animal nature in 
humans. Best Criterion release ever. 


KAiTLiN 


“| do many things. | span the genres. 
They call me the genre spanner.” 


The White Stripes: Under Great 
White Northern Lights - 
Directed by Emmett Malloy 


Such a heartwarming, touching look at one of my 
favorite bands. A tiny insight to their unravelling. 


When You’re Strange: A Film 
About The Doors - Directed by 
Tom DiCillo 

| didn’t really learn anything new about Jim Morri- 
son or The Doors, but hearing Jim Morrison's voice 
reading his own poetry is moving. He was such a 
talented poet. 


The Sandwitches — How to Make 
Ambient Sadcake (turn up) 

Don’t be distracted by their beauty, these lovely 
ladies (and gentleman) are talented and amazing to 
watch live. S.F. favorites for sure! 


Melvins — Bride Screamed 


Murder (\PECAC RECORDINGS) 
New Melvins record ... enough said now GO LIS- 
TEN! 


The Flaming Lips and 

Stardeath and White Dwarfs 
with Henry Rollins and Peaches 
- Doing Dark Side Of The Moon 
(WEA/REPRISE) 

This is a cover album ...or should | say re-interpre- 
tation of a classic album ...So good, kinda spooky, 
dreamy as ever. Thank heaven for Wayne Coyne. 


Summer Heights High 

Hilarious mockumentary show about a public 
school in Austraila. One actor, Chris Lilley, por- 
trays three different characters: Mr. G, gay drama 
teacher who marches to his own drummer; Jonah, 





7th year Polynesian boy who’s the class clown; 
and Ja’mie a spoiled, bratty private school girl on 
an exchange program with the public school. It’s 
inappropriate, wrong and oh, so right!!! Highly 
recommend it. 


Tip: 

Help support local music and come out to the FREE live per- 
formances at Amoeba Music in San Francisco and Berkeley! 
To see what’s coming up or to see what you’ve missed check 
out www.amoeba.com. There’s interviews, performances and 
photos, oh my!! 


KELLS 


“Fourteen joys and a will to be merry...” 


Joanna Newsom - Have One On 


Me (DRAG CITY) 

“it can change in shape, or form but never change 
in size/the water, it runs deep, my darling, where it 
don’t run wide.” 


Abner Jay — Folk Song Stylist 
(MISSISSIPPI RECORDS) 

Mississippi Records always manages to pack plenty 
of collectibility into their quality offerings and this 
latest Abner Jay release reflects such excellence. 
From the brochure created by Jay himself, included 
in the LP packaging, ““Abner Jay: Philosopher, Lectur- 
er, Composer, Singer and ONE MAN BAND.Abner 
Jay sings songs that are mostly classics of the South. 
‘Abner Jay is performing a personalized style of 
blues and American music that is rapidly becoming 
extinct.” Abner is the father of 16 young’uns. He is 
25 years older than you think.” 


Ducktails — Landscapes 

(OLDE ENGLISH SPELLING BEE) 

This LP is “dedicated to the screened in porch.” 
More berm highs for your beach head. 


Twin Sister — Color Your Life 
(INFINITE BEST RECORDINGS) 

Treacly pop done up in stormy guitar fussing and a 
particular sort of vocal fairy-floss that forever wins 
comparisons to Bjork, Stereolab and/or the Cocte- 
au Twins, only more unique and tastefully executed. 
Romantic, breathy and worthy of inclusion in Sofia 
Coppola’s next preshy soundtrack. 


Jane Weaver Septiéme Sceur -— 
The Fallen By Watch Bird 


(BIRD/B-MUSIC/FINDERS KEEPERS RECORDS) 

This record is just so, so very.After getting hooked 
on that exclusive Record Store Day Bird Records 
10” sampler — Weaver's own label that mainly re- 
leases recordings of contemporary female psych/ 
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folk artists — | cannot get enough of this concep- 
tual record consisting of “Seven Chapters of Cos- 
mic Aquatic Folklore.” Features Wendy Flower (of 
Wendy and Bonnie), Susan Christie, Lisa Jen and 
Behar. Images of seafaring love and subsequent 
longing, pet ravens, protective circles, hallucina- 
tory gloom, magic milk and witchcraft riddle this 
entrancing song cycle. 


Fantastic Mr. Fox — Directed by 


Wes Anderson 
This is a cussin’ awesome film. 


Iron Maiden: Flight 666 - 
Directed by Sam Dunn/ 
Scot McFadyen 


The best Rockumentary I’ve seen in ages: Iron 
Maiden circumnavigates the world via their own 
Boeing 757 — aptly named the Ed Force One — 
piloted by none other than Maiden’s lead vocalist 
Bruce Dickinson. Just the thought that everything 
that comprises Iron Maiden as we know it (the 
band, their gear, their team and their families) could 
come crashing down in a ball of fire from the sky 
due to some error, accident or other is enough 
to make one’s stomach turn in anxiety. But then it 
makes witnessing the metal-starved mobs of die- 
hard Maidenheads in difficult-to-tour far-flung lo- 
cales like Costa Rica (a first for any major rock act), 
Mumbai,Argentina, Monterrey, Melbourne, Santiago 
and Sao Paulo (where they played to a record audi- 
ence of 100,000 fans) much more meaningful and 
entertaining to watch. Especially knowing that in 
the morning, like a dream, they'll be gone having 
taken to the sky once again. 


The Sandwitches — 


Duck Duck Goose! 12” 

(EMPTY CELLAR AND SECRET SEVEN RECORDS) 
Spooky, fear-of-the-dark repellent for the wee ones, 
or is it? Moodswingin’ smoke and mirrors from SF’s 
very best American band. 


Ariel Pink’s Haunted Graffiti — 


Before Today (44D) 

Ariel Pink and his Haunted Graffiti band are like 
the “Pepperidge Farm Remembers” of the MTV/ 
VHI hit music countdown heyday crossed with 
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those commercials that used to hock “Freedom 
Rock” boxed sets. How many hooks does it take 
to craft this year’s ultimate Summer jam? Exactly. 


Jeff Eubank - A Street Called 


Straight (DRAG city) 

A choice reissue of yacht-rocking yet soulful songs 
crafted with serious feelings that folks who balk at 
Air Supply can get down to, guilt free, since 1983. 
He provides easy and meaningful boyfriend mate- 
rial that puts me into the frame of mind that had 
America been unable to fulfill their duties of pro- 
viding a soundtrack to The Last Unicorn, Jeff Eubank 
would’ve pulled off the task with grace to spare. 


Mike Patton — Mondo Cane 
(IPECAC RECORDINGS) 
Patton continues to prove he is a man’s everyman. 


Christian Scott — Yesterday You 


Said Tomorrow (CONCORD RECORDS) 
Mid- to late-’60s influenced jazz, both cool and 
warm, pronounced by the Scott’s breathy trumpet. 
The cover of Thom Yorke’s “The Eraser” makes for 
an easy, breezy all ages album worth it’s weight in 
jazz cigarettes. 


LEAR B 


deep down everyone's a ferengi 


The Psychic Paramount - I! 
(NO QUARTER) 


Konono No I — Assume Crash 
Position (CRAMMED DISCs) 


Ufomammut — Eve (suPERNATURAL CAT) 


Philip Cohran & The Artistic 
Heritage Ensemble - On The 


Beach (KELAN ZULU / KATALYST ENTERTAINMENT) 
reissued 


Gonjasufi - A Sufi And A Killer 
(WARP) 


NATT B 


The Endtables — The Endtables 
(DRAG CITY) 
these lyrics rule. 


Tip: 
Reissues and weird wild stuff. 


NiCeELLe 


So Young But So Cold: Under- 
ground French Music 1977 - 1983 


- Various Artists (TIGERSUSHI RECORDS) 
French: New Wave, Dark Wave, Cold Wave, Synth 
Wave, etc. 


Koes Bersaudara — The Guilties 
(SUBLIME FREQUENCIES) 
Check out www.sublimefrequencies.com 


Ni. NERO 


Class. 


Keb Darge & Paul Weller Present: 
Lost & Found Real RnB & Soul - 
Various Artists (25) 


George McCrae - The Singles 
1974-76 (77's RECORDS) 


Rykarda Parasol - For Blood & 
Wine (RYKARDA PARASOL) 


Mad Men Season 3 


Tip: 
I’ve never seen anyone into Garage music that I'd want in my 
bedroom. 


RACEEL W. 


Themselves — Crownsdown 
(ANTICON) 


Michael Yonkers — Goodby 
Sunball (secRET SEVEN) 


Sun Ra - Lanquidity (EVIDENCE) 


Dillinger Is Dead — Directed by 
Marco Ferreri 


World’s Greatest Dad — Directed 
by Bobcat Goldthwait 


Ghost Writer — Directed by 
Roman Polanski 


ROBERT 
EDWiN 
Ki AiNES 


Thirsty & miserable, always wanting more. 
I’ve come to realize that whether it’s Bob 
Dylan, Howlin’Wolf, Captain Beefheart, Joe 
Strummer, Hank Williams, Bobby Bland, 
Neil Young or The Ramones i am only 
moved by music which could only be made 
by a singular voice. Fuck parody, pastiche 
& nostalgia. Oh, and attention denizens of 
Haight Street. Being a hippie in 1967 was 
a phoney, self-indulgent excercise in futility. 
Pretending to be a “hippie” in 2010 is 
pathetic & sad. 


The Fresh & Onlys — August In 


My Mind 12” (CAPTURED TRACKS) 

With their first release on Captured Tracks — and 
seventh official offering in less than two years of 
existence as a band — San Francisco’s The Fresh 
& Onlys have completely shed the shackles of the 
“garage rock” pigeonhole (a set of handcuffs which 
never fit them particularly well). From the erup- 
tion of feedback that introduces “Diamond In The 
Dark,” the Onlys announce that something new 
is afoot. Anthemic rock’n’roll that only mid-’90s 
Guided By Voices or maybe the early Who were 
capable of. Big statements without studio trick- 
ery. These new songs from the ever prolific On- 
lys are particularly remarkable since many were 
composed while _ singer/guitarist/co-songwriter 
Tim Cohen was unable to play guitar due to a bro- 
ken hand. While on a brief tour backing obscure 
psych-folk troubadour Rodriguez, Tim managed to 
write on keyboards (mostly onehanded) and the 
results opened yet another doorway into sounds 
the Onlys hadn’t explored. The title track “Au- 
gust In My Mind” is a prime example. There is a 
dark, swampy atmosphere complete with spaghetti 
western guitar leads from Wymond Miles that per- 
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fectly complement the late night at the bar feel that 
fuels much of the band’s work. The new Fresh & 
Onlys EP August In My Mind, contains the compo- 
nents that made their earlier recordings compel- 
ling (co-songwriter Shayde Sartin’s propulsive bass 
lines & melodic influence & drummer Kyle Gibson’s 
incredible time keeping and power) while also ex- 
ploring new wave flourishes in great tracks like 
“Dreaming Is Easy” and “Garbage Collector.’ The 
Onlys continue to grow and develop their pallette 
sonically,lyrically and especially from a perspective 
of pure songcraft. Expect that trend to continue on 
the upcoming Play It Strange, their third full-length 
LP produced by Tim Green on In The Red later this 
year. Get caught in their maelstrom. 


The Endtables — The Endtables 
(DRAG CITY) 

The Endtables were a first wave American hard- 
core band from, of all places, Louisville,;Kentucky. 
They released an incredible debut single called 
“The Process of Elimination” (Four years before 
the classic Touch & Go comp with the same title | 
might add). The song “Circumcision” from that 7” 
was included on Killed By Death #10. So if like my- 
self you didn’t have $800 to $1000 bucks to pay 
some collector douchebag for one of the 300 cop- 
ies that were pressed you were shit outta luck. That 
is until the nice folks at Drag City compiled this 
re-issue which also includes an early session that 
was finally released as a limited edition 7” in 1991. 
The CD version also includes some live tracks & 
video content. Dark, edgy punk rock with primal 
drums, slashing guitars & really interesting echoed 
vocals. Definitely not paint by numbers hardcore. 
So nab this and spend that $1000 bucks on rent or 
drugs or some shit. 


Masshysteri — Masshysteri 

(FERAL WARD) 

This Umea, Sweden supergroup is made up of mem- 
bers of Vicious, Lost Patrol Band & the almighty 
Regulations. From the opening anthem “Spokstad” 
to the album closing “Masshysteri Del Tva” this 
band delivers insanely catchy melodic punk rock 
with harmonized male/female vocals (all sung in 
Swedish but who cares), propulsive basslines & 
guitars that alternate between jittery jangly strum- 
ming rhythms & chiming siren leads. Most bands 
would sell their souls for a greatest hits collection 
this strong. Just another album for the undisputed 
best melodic punk band on the planet. 


Jacuzzi Boys — No Seasons 
(FLORIDAS DYING) 

When most folks think of Miami, what comes to 
mind? Tony Montana wallowing in mounds of co- 
caine? Don Johnson in a white suit over a t-shirt 
& no socks? A bunch of assholes with frosted hair, 
open shirts & medallions shaking their orange 
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tanned booties to Gloria Estefan jams? In any event 
I’m guessing that perfectly constructed garage 
pop isn’t even on the short list. Yet these three 
young Cuban kids from Miami deliver exactly that 
and then some. “Smells Dead” brings to mind the 
strumming anthems of The Clean & garage poppers 
like “Island Avenue,” “Throwing Stones” & “Burn It 
Down” recall the golden age of Nuggets style teen- 
age classics without ever sounding derivative. And 
they destroy live so catch ’em if you can. 


Total Abuse — Mutt (Post PRESENT 
MEDIUM) 

This group of Austin, Texas hardcore assassins’ as- 
tonishing 2007 7” “SEX PIG” & self-titled debut LP 
from 2008 set a bar for hardcore of such uncom- 
promising nihilism & brutality that | frankly won- 


dered where they could possibly go from there. 


With their new LP that question is answered in 
I 1 songs & 28 minutes of hardcore that channels a 
loathing for humanity so terrifying & unhinged that 
it is impossible to endure this record unmoved. 


From the opening sludgefest “Eunuch” Total Abuse 
lays down the law that there will be no let up in 
intensity from their earlier releases. “Caligula” is a 
rampaging thrash in celebration of the most de- 
praved of Roman emperors. “Discipline” & “Mutt” 
continue the themes of dominance & control the 
band had explored on their debut LP in tracks like 
“| Can See In The Dark,’ “Secrets” & “Electrical 
Tape.” Two tracks titled “Secret Passage |” & “Se- 
cret Passage II” respectively are pure noise assaults 
in keeping with singer Rusty’s side projects in the 
experimental noise realm. | hate to think what the 


songs “14 Years Old” & “Fluid Exchange” are about. 


This is NOT date music. Although if you meet a 
woman who finds this appealing you should prob- 
ably marry her ...or call the cops. 


Tip: 

Thursday night rock shows at the Eagle Tavern are the best 
shows in town.And the mirror that runs the length of the piss 
trough at crotch level in the Eagle Tavern mens room is the 
most truthful equalizer in town. 





ROBERTO’S 
REEL 
REWiND 


I started this off as both a way to focus on 
the work of recently deceased film greats 
and as a way to suggest some good films 
you might’ve missed. | got stuck right away 
though when thinking about the films of 
John Hughes, so the first “film” on this list 
is really just a celebration of his work in 
general. Thanks for reading. 


John Hughes - 1950-2009 

When you look at filmmaking today and how 
you might know the impressive writer of 
a film or two, John Hughes was pretty 
amazing. He wrote, produced, and di- 
rected films like Ferris Bueller's Day Off, 
The Breakfast Club, and Planes, Trains 
& Automobiles. Other films you might 
know him for, usually at least as a writer, 
include Vacation, European Vacation, Christmas Vaca- 
tion, Pretty in Pink, Home Alone, Uncle Buck, and Weird 
Science.And these were all released between |983- 
1990. Off the top of my head, | can’t think of one 
other person who cranked out that much memo- 
rable work in that amount of time since (although 
Spike Lee came close). 


| think one of the reasons a lot of John’s work is 
memorable is because along with being entertain- 
ing, a lot of it had a powerful message behind it. 
One that spoke to anyone whose been kicked time 
and again by some type of establishment as they 
were (and maybe still are) trying to get established 
with who they are and what they are about. And 
usually his films were focused around people who 
were at an age where that by itself is a constant 
struggle, let alone outside issues of politics and so 
on.Add the fact most of the main characters were 
not only treated centrally in the stories with 
respect for their age among each other and 
other age groups, but who throughout 
the film empower themselves and the 
audience by their affirming success at 
overcoming some type of adversity. 


Pi —- Directed by Darren 
Aronofsky 

From writer and director Darren Aronofsky (who 
most people know best for Requiem for a Dream 
and The Wrestler) comes the story of a math wiz 
obsessed with finding a 216 number sequence that 
predicts patterns in all of nature. He tests his work 
on the returns of the stock market and in finding 














code in the Jewish religious text the Torah. He is 
pursued aggressively by both religious and finan- 
cial interests for the potential knowledge he has. In 
addition, he suffers frequent seizure like episodes 
where he hears an almost deafening drone in his 
head. As he finds himself getting closer to what he 
seeks, will he be tortured for what he knows? Do 
the seizure like episodes do him in? Are they con- 
nected to his quest? What if he does find a solu- 
tion? The conclusion is as bizarre as the rest of the 
film, only a bit more disturbing. 


Persepolis — Directed Marjane 


Satrapi and Vincent Paronnaud 
ased upon the graphic novel of the same name, 
real life protagonist Marjane Satrapi (along with 
co-writer and co-director Vincent Paronnaud) tells 
her story of growing up in and out of Iran dur- 
ing a time of transition between different 
power structures, as well as war with 
lraq.Animated in black and white like 
the graphic novel, we see her per- 
sonal struggle with her identity and of 
her relationship with her family, each 
of which is influenced profoundly by her 
surroundings. Best of all, however, is the 
way the social and political background 
only helps paint the picture. She is the fo- 
cus, and through her we see that the canvas 
can be the same for all humans, a struggle to be 

ourselves no matter what obstacle. 


Cooley High - Directed by 
Michael Shultz 
Writer Eric Monte (co-creator of the sitcom Good 
Times) brings the story of a group of high school 
friends growing up in the North Side of Chicago. 
They're out having a good time (some memora- 
ble scenes include dancing in the dark at a house 
party and pulling a prank using firecrackers), but 
eventually things get rough when two of them get 
involved in connection with a stolen car. Probably 
not the greatest film of its era, but definitely a good 
look at what life could’ve been like for this group 
of friends and the camaraderie they have 
for each other. And for its time, pos- 
sibly one of the best examples of what 
living as a teenager was like in this 
country. The film’s partially somber 
ending, with the well-known song “It’s 
So Hard To Say Goodbye To Yesterday,” 
reminds us that not everything at that age 
was carefree. 


The King of Kong: A Fistful 
of Quarters — Directed by Seth 
Gordon 
Anyone who’s enjoyed classic video games and an 
occasional championship sporting event will prob- 
ably love this film. It’s a documentary about a group 
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of big time classic game competition enthusiasts 
and how a love of playing is hardly the only thing 
going on in this circle. First off there’s Billy, the 
longtime acknowledged Donkey Kong champ and 
successful business man. Then there’s Steve, a math 
teacher and highly skilled new challenger who may 
just have what it takes to beat Billy. There’s also a 
group of game players and judges, many of them 
having known Billy for years and who are largely 
slow to warm to the skill Steve seems to posses. 
As the story goes on, much of the fun of enjoying 
the games is replaced by what might be seen as 
trickery and politics. Yet the payoff is a look at the 
characters development, the rush of strong com- 
petition, and the outcome of Steve’s multiple at- 
tempts to officially overtake Billy’s high score. 


If you enjoyed those, there are a couple other titles 
you might like. The first is The Lookout, staring Jo- 
seph Gordan-Levitt (who you may not have seen a 
lot of, but who has had a largely successful young 
acting career so far). In the film, he plays a former 
hockey star who loses his memory, adapts, then 
gets into trouble (he gets involved in a botched 
bank robbery), and then adapts again. The second is 
Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind, a story which 
says something about tendencies people have and 
how even after using memory-erasing technology 
they still might favor them. 


Ciao! 


STACEY 


“Without music, life would be a mistake.” 
— Friedrich Nietzsche 


Apples In Stereo - Travellers In 
Space And Time (yep Roc) 


John Cunningham - 1998-2002: 
Homeless House / Happy-Go-Un- 
lucky (reissue) (ASHMONT RECORDS) 


Katrina and The Waves -— 
Katrina and The Waves (limited- 
edition reissue) (KYBOsIDE) 


The Len Price 3 — Pictures (wickED 
COOL) 


Locksley — Be In Love (FEATURE 
RECORDS) 


The New Pornographers — 
Together (MATADOR) 
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Kimberley Rew - The Bible of 


Bop (limited-edition reissue) 
(KYBOSIDE) 


Sloan — Hit & Run EP 
(MURDERECORDS) 


Sloan — B Sides Win: Extras, 
Bonus Tracks, and B-Sides 1992- 
2008 (MURDERECORDS) 


Teenage Fanclub — Shadows 
(MERGE) 


Title Tracks — It Was Easy 
(ERNEST JENNING RECORD CO.) 


The Waves - Shock Horror! 
(limited-edition reissue) (KyBosiDE) 


TARiN 


Promotions genius, workaholic, music freak. 


Harry Potter and the Half-Blood 
Prince — Directed by David Yates 


Some say that the Harry Potter novels are for kids 

. well go ahead and call me a kid, because | will 
be a fan for life ...a wrinkly old child | will gladly 
be! From the very first book from J.K. Rowling 
(Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone) to the 6th 
movie (Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince), the 
stories have kept us all entranced in the lives of the 
young witches and wizards that inhabit Hogwarts 
School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. In Harry Potter 
and the Half-Blood Prince the story really starts to 
take a huge turn in to the dark side ... not Darth 
Vader dark, but pretty damn close. The characters 








are now almost grown and more adult challenges 
are headed their way. They find themselves having 
to deal with love, morals, responsibility, and even 
death. Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince is the 
6th book/movie in the series of 8, and | personally 
cannot wait to see the final chapters played out on 
the big screen. Woohoo, GO Gryffindor! 


Ken Burns: National Parks - 
America’s Best Idea — Directed 
by Ken Burns 


I’ve been a fan of Ken Burns work since | was in 6th 
grade and was given the Ken Burns Jazz: The Story 
of American Music CD box set. His vision and pas- 
sion for storytelling has made a huge impact on 
the education of America’s history. The newest cre- 
ation from Ken Burns’ (National Parks — America’s 
Best Idea) is nothing less then extraordinary, and 
something that everyone in America should experi- 
ence. Ken tells the stories of great men and women 
who fought their whole lives, and with every part 
of their soul to make sure that we would be able to 
enjoy the spenders of today’s national parks with- 
out disruption from destruction. 


Up - Directed by Bob Peterson 
& Pete Docter 

Disney/Pixar’s creation of the movie Up is but an- 
other that will go down in the book of awesome- 
ness! | saw this with a friend one night, and at first | 
was like “what the hell did you bring over, isn’t this 
suppose to be an UPlifting movie?” But once it got 
started | found myself laughing out loud and ended 


up totally loving it. Everyone should have their own 
Adventure Book ... SQUIRREL! 


Fraggle Rock: Complete Series 
Collection — Jim Henson 
Company 

Do | really need to explain why you should buy 
this? ... | mean really?!? 


When You’re Strange: A Film 
About The Doors - Directed by 
Tom DiCillo 


Who doesn’t like The Doors?!? Jim Morrison, Ray 
Manzarek, John Densmore, and Robby Krieger 
helped make the ’60s one of the most influential 
decades in American history ...and Jim Morrison 
is, and will always be one of the greatest / sexiest 
front men of all time. | mean, um, yes please! 


“If the doors of perception were cleansed ev- 
erything would appear to man as it is, infinite.” 
—William Blake 


Tip: 
SUPPORT MUSIC EDUCATION!!! You don’t want robots mak- 
ing the crappy music of the future, do you?!? 


WiLLiE 
| | 
weird wisconsin 4 lyfe 


Peaking Lights — Black Earth (Not 
NOT FUN) 

This is the sound of a band almost completely free- 
ing itself from former projects (Rahdunes, Num- 
bers), keeping the good parts, and making a beauti- 
ful record.A heavy dub vibe mixed in with a world 
weary stoned to the bone disco, this record will be 
playing in my house for the next forever. 


Julian Lynch —- Mare (0LDE ENGLISH 
SPELLING BEE) 

Mr. Lynch goes to grad school. Mr Lynch learns a 
lot. This record takes Pakistani bag pipes and makes 
a baby with Thriller. Lo-fi may be fading, but this 
dude is not. 


Tangerine Dream - Phaedra 
(NEW AGE) 
Getting weird since always ago. 
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HOLLYWOOD 





AARON 
DETROIT 


“Is it on vinyl?“ | asked this so much, 
| started my own vinyl label. 
www.theloverswill.com 


Perfume Genius — Learning 
(TURNSTYLE/MATADOR) 

Stunning lo-fi Badalamenti and Lynch-inspired 
soundtracks for harrowing queer autobiography. 
This album has the rare ability to both break your 
heart and inspire.An essential release of 2010. 


Julianna Barwick - Florine 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

Ethereal vocal dreamscapes courtesy of a lovely 
New Yorker. Hazy loops and piano/synth-layers 
with sketchy structures and sometimes seemingly 
wordless but angelic vocalizations. Pure floating. 


Xasthur —- Portal of Sorrow 
(DISHARMONIC VARIATIONS / HYDRAHEAD) 
Xasthur aka Malefic aka Scott Conner’s collabo- 
ration with noir-folkie Marissa Nadler. Plodding 
dirges, ghostly purrs, shattering sounds of glass, 
horror-film-orchestra stabs, cascades of bizarrely 
mixed buzzsaw guitar, deathrock-like bass warbles, 
ominous piano, synth and organ, and clattering 
cardboard box drums meet on Xasthur’s last and 
one of his greatest LPs. Xasthur is Dead. Long Live 
Xasthur! 


Erykah Badu — New Amerykah, 
Part 2: Return of the Ankh 
(MOTOWN) 

Another amazing pound of aoul from Badu. Right 
down to the gatefold artwork, Badu takes her art 
very seriously — but not so much as to go without 
an intentionally comedic track in the centerpiece 
of her LP, yet enough to end the collection with 
a seriously spirit-stirring suite that contains three 
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movements and clocks in at over 10 minutes. More 
organic than Part One but nonetheless trippy or ex- 
perimental. With usual suspects like Georgia Anne 
Muldrow and Sa-Ra at the party, this is a not-to- 
be-missed affair. 


Portion Control - Progress 


Report 1980-83 (VINYL ON DEMAND) 
EPIC!!! ESSENTIAL!!: OMFG! Limited Edition 
seven-LP metal box with 60-page book, T-Shirt 
& DVD from the Godfathers of Electronic Body 
Music, Hard Rhythmic Electronics & Minimal Synth. 
The influence of this group is massive and this set 
is a much needed retrospective. The set contains 
all official releases and many unreleased from this 
important four-year period in the group’s career. 
The heavy box is accompanied by a 60-page book 
full of memorabilia and photos dated ’80-’83. Also 
included is a DVD with self-made videos all dated 
between ’81-’83.A true classic release and a defi- 
nite MUST for every lover of minimal synth and 
EBM music. 


Heartless — Directed by 

Philip Ridley 

Allegorical fantasy-horror from the director of The 
Reflecting Skin and The Passion of Darkly Noon (two 
underrated cult classics and two of my favorites). 
Ridley takes us out of his usual unsettling rural na- 
ture for the neon-lit East-End of London. As always 
with Ridley films, we see this world through the eyes 
of a quite troubled young man. Perfect edition to the 
Ridley repertoire, now if only Criterion would get 
on with releasing The Reflecting Skin on DVD. 


The Fugitive Kind — Directed by 
Sidney Lumet 


Just reissued on an awesome two-disc set from 
Criterion — based on the the Tennesee Williams’ 
play “Orpheus Descending.” Stars Marlon Brando 
as Valentine “Snakeskin” Xavier, a hustler on the run 
from the law, and features a particularly unhinged 
and inspired performance by Joanne Woodward 
as the alcoholic nymphomaniac Carol Cutrere, 
or as Carol puts it: “I’m just a ‘lewd vagrant, and 
I’m showing the S.O.B’s how lewd a lewd vagrant 
can be if she puts her whole heart into it like | do 
mine!” Again, | say “awesome!” 


The White Ribbon (Das Weisse 
Band) - Directed by Michael 


Haneke 

Shot in a stark black & white, The White Ribbon is a 
parable that looks at the seeds that may have sown 
the eventual Nazi uprising in Germany. Haneke, as 


always, delivers a disturbing and moving film but 
this time with a brooding subtlety. It’s one of those 
films that will haunt your thoughts for days and 
weeks to come after your initial viewing. Essential. 


The Runaways - Directed by 


Floria Sigismondi 

A fun and inspiring rock ’n’ roll film that is a flawed- 
but-great exercise in myth-making. Dakota Fanning 
plays her Cherie Currie with great sensitivity while 
Kristin Stewart has Joan Jett’s skinny-rock-dude 
posture down pat and Michael Shannon as the 
infamous Kim Fowley is perfectly insane. Recom- 
mended, for sure! 


Tip: 
Bands To Watch For: Death Domain, Melanie Houston. 


ANEL 


Lady Gaga — The Fame Monster 
(INTERSCOPE) 


Janelle Monae - The ArchAndroid 
(ATLANTIC) 


Julieta Venegas -— Otra Cosa 
(SONY INTERNATIONAL) 


Ana Tijoux — 1977 (NACIONAL) 
Shakira — She Wolf (cic) 

Spirit Vine — Golden (sELF-RELEASED) 
True Blood 


Nurse Jackie 





Weeds 


Kylie Minogue —- Aphrodite 
(CAPITOL) 


Kelis — Flesh Tone (Aa) 


BENNETT 


Janelle Monae - Archandroid 
(BAD BOY) 


Unkle -— Where Did the Night Fall 
(SURRENDER ALL) 


Christian Scott — Yesterday You 
Said Tomorrow (CONCORD JAZZ) 


Bonobo - Black Sands (NINATUNE) 


Grupo Fantasma - EL Existential 
(INGROOVES) 


Orgone - Cali Fever (uziquity) 


Erykah Badu — New Amerykah 
Pt. Il - Return of the Ankh 
(MOTOWN/UNIVERSAL) 


Kings Go Forth - The Outsiders 
Are Back (LUAKA BoP) 


Fanga — Sira Ba (UNDERDOG) 
Ratatat -— LP4 (x1) 
Quantic Presenta: 


Flowering Inferno — Dog With 
a Rope (TRUTHOUGHTS) 


BRAD 


Wild Nothing - Gemini 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 


Ariel Pink’s Haunted Graffiti — 
Before Today (44D) 
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Best Coast -— Crazy For You 
(MEXICAN SUMMER) 


Depreciation Guild — Spirit Youth 
(KANINE RECORDS) 


The Drums — The Drums ('sLAND Uk) 


Perfume Genius —- Learning 
(MATADOR) 


Stornoway — Beachcomber’s 
Windowsill (4Ap) 


Max Richter — Infra (FaTcAT) 
Avi Buffalo — Avi Buffalo (sup pop) 


Thieves Like Us - Again and 
Again (sHELFLIFE) 


The Roots — How ! Got Over (DEF 
JAM) 

Big Boi — Sir Lucious Left Foot... 
The Son of Chico Dusty (DEF JAm) 


Tip: 
read my blog ....www.amoeba.com/brad 


BRIAN CG. 


Doves — The Places Between: 


The Best Of Doves (HEAVENLY) 

| sat down to write my review of Doves’ collection 
The Places Between:The Best Of Doves when | started 
drawing blanks. How could | possibly describe (cli- 
ché or not) the band that changed my life? A band 
that has always meant the world to me, and with 
every release — be it an album, single, DVD, 
promo, etc...— feeling that ecstatic surge 
the music surely intends to ignite in the 
listener. That “alive” feeling. And from 
the sweet, epic rush of “There Goes 
The Fear,” I’m taken back to the first 
time | ever heard the song eight years 
ago. Coupled with its kaleidoscopic music 
video, the song blew me away and opened my 
mind to let a billion colors in. That’s still the feel- 
ing | get when | hear the song today. That’s the feel- 
ing | get when | listen to anything by Doves. To me, 
Doves are the epitome of euphoria. 


Doves’ music has always carried with it a sense of 
longing, a sense of wonder, and a sense of escapism. 
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These themes are tangled through every song on 
every album, and on The Places Between, |5 of the 
band’s best moments are put on display. From the 
stomping Motown-meets-Northern Soul blast of 
“Black And White Town” to the Krautrock-inspired 
“Jetstream,” the collection cherrypicks from the 
band’s four albums — Lost Souls from 2000, The 
Last Broadcast from 2002, Some Cities from 2005, 
and Kingdom Of Rust from 2009. Spacey rockers like 
the energetic “Catch The Sun” and the shimmering 
“Words” mingle perfectly with sorrowful laments 
“Kingdom Of Rust” and “Snowden,” dream pop 
beauties “Sea Song” and “The Man Who Told Ev- 
erything,” and the glorious gospel of “Caught By 
The River.” The collection also includes the new 
single “Andalucia,” a driving, atmospheric gem that’s 
prime Doves — heartachingly melancholic but 
blissfully transcending. Closing the set is the band’s 
slow-burn epic ballad “The Cedar Room,” a song as 
hazy and haunting as it is gorgeous. The special edi- 
tion of The Places Between includes a bonus disc of 
alternate versions, unreleased tracks, rarities, and 
album cuts that further resounds the band’s unique 
and visionary craftsmanship. Furthermore, the set 
includes a bonus DVD featuring all of the band’s 
visually captivating music videos from 1998 through 
2009. It’s the ultimate treasure chest — a set that’s 
melodic, enthralling, and totally awe-inspiring. 


| could’ve described every song on the collection 
in greater detail. But the music indeed speaks for 
itself, and it speaks to the beauty of life better than 
| could ever describe. Doves are heart AND soul. 


The National — High Violet (44v) 
Straddling a line where Wilco meets Joy Division, 
The National found a perfect niche in 2005 with 
Alligator, combining lonely late-night driving music 
with Bruce Springsteen vibes and periodic out- 
bursts of shouting. Then they hit their stride in 
2007 with Boxer, adding ornate horn and string ar- 
rangements to calmer waters. Now, the band has 
effectively surpassed all high expectations (they 
set the bar pretty high), and eclipsed their entire 
back catalog with their fifth album High Violet. 
Pulling all the best elements of the afore- 
mentioned albums and adding some- 
thing much darker and much prettier 
than anything they've ever done before, 
High Violet is a potent rumination on 
love lost, imperfect relationships, and the 
triumphs and weaknesses of adulthood. Matt 
Berninger’s deep baritone carries the stories 
all the way, with his cryptic, Michael Stipe- 
esque wordplay; and the brothers Dessner 
(Aaron and Bryce) and brothers Devendorf (Scott 
and Bryan) the perfect foil, providing arrangements 
that are cathartic (“Sorrow”), booming (opening 
track “Terrible Love”), simple (“Runaway”), ornate 
(the intensely incredible “Conversation 16”), and 
driving (““Anyone’s Ghost”). First single “Bloodbuzz 
Ohio” is prime National, where steadfast drumming 


meshes with rhythmic guitars, doomy yet 
dreamy piano, and quintessential Berninger 

lyrics; and closing track “Vanderlyle Cry- 

baby Geeks” has an epic, victorious sweep 

that’s completely mesmerizing. This is the 
most “miserable” album that The National has 
crafted — “Sorrow” contains a particularly painful, 
yearning chorus:“Don’t leave my hyper heart alone 
/ On the water / Cover me in rag and bone, sympa- 
thy / ’Cause | don’t want to get over you / | don’t 
want to get over you” — but with tunes as beauti- 
ful as this aiming straight for the heart and mind, 
there’s consolation for every hapless romantic, and 
perhaps the lonely nights won't feel so unbearable. 


*The Holy Trinity of New Scot- 
tish Indie Rock* - The Twilight 
Sad, Frightened Rabbit, and We 


Were Promised Jetpacks (FaTcar) 
This year, with glowing pride for my Scottish an- 
cestry, | discovered three amazing Scottish bands 
signed to the FatCat label —The Twilight Sad (from 
Kilsyth), Frightened Rabbit (from Selkirk), and We 
Were Promised Jetpacks (from Edinburgh). And 
with those thick accents and permeating melancho- 
lia as gray as the sky above the Highlands, there’s 
no mistaking these bands come from anywhere 
else. My only mistake? Not having discovered them 
sooner. 


---The Twilight Sad--- 

Of the three bands, | gravitated to The Twilight Sad 
the most. There’s something incredible in that hazy 
wash of noise, those (mostly) self-deprecating lyr- 
ics,and seamless blend of wall-of-sound guitars and, 
on the early recordings, accordion. The Sad’s debut 
releases, a self-titled EP from 2006 and the first 
album Fourteen Autumns & Fifteen Winters in 2007, 
carried with their skyscraping shoegaze a sense of 
pathos approaching hopefulness. Tracks like “And 
She Would Darken The Memory,” “That Summer, 
At Home | Had Become The Invisible Boy,” “Cold 
Days From The Birdhouse,” and “I’m Taking The 
Train Home” have that propulsive drive of heyday 
shoegaze (My Bloody Valentine, Ride), but much 
much darker in subject matter. Also, the unre- 


lenting noise created by guitarist/composer Wy 
= 


Andy MacFarlane gives fellow noisemak- 

ers A Place To Bury Strangers a run for Iu 
their money in terms of sheer loudness. 

One listen to the sudden sonic assault iPS 
on their self-titled EP’s opening 

track “But When She Left, Gone 
Was The Glow” and | was 
blown away. By the searing, 
emotionally-wrought — clos- 

ing track “Three Seconds Of 

Dead Air,” | was convinced: 

this was a band calling out 

to me, and all | could recipro- 

cate was total love. 










By the time of late-2009’s sopho- 
more album Forget The Night Ahead, 
The Sad traded in the accordion 
for an even darker, denser approach 
in style and tone. Lyrically, Forget The 
Night Ahead aims for the gut, with 
themes of regret and revenge weaving 
sinewy webs throughout. Vocalist James 
Graham’s somber, downtrodden croon roars 
above the din on first single, “| Became A Prosti- 
tute,” then wallows sorrowfully but empatheti- 
cally on centerpiece and third single, “The Room.” 
The epic build of tension is never more powerful 
than on “That Birthday Present” and “Interrupted,” 
where strong lyrics collide with deafening cascades 
of feedback and reverb. If their second album was 
such an impressive leap forward — an album that 
rivals the debut in greatness — | can only imagine 
how amazing the next album will be. 


---Frightened Rabbit--- 

Echoing the best elements of great-Scots before 
them — Arab Strap, The Vaselines, King Creosote, 
and even Glasvegas — Frightened Rabbit follow 
a more-quirky path to indie pop goodness. Post- 
punk aggression abuts with melodic folk across 
all three of the band’s albums — Sing The Greys 
from 2006, The Midnight Organ Fight from 2008, 
and The Winter Of Mixed Drinks from March 2010. 
The breakthrough album, The Midnight Organ Fight, 
cleverly combined desperation with aspiration, and 
opened the doors to the sometimes-sorrowful but 
mostly-majestic adventures found on The Winter Of 
Mixed Drinks. Opening track, “Things,” plows along, 
ascending and descending, but never breaking; first 
single, “Swim Until You Can’t See Land,” is bright 
and chiming, imbued with a charming sense of free- 
dom and hope. The sunny guitar pop of “Nothing 
Like You” and the thundering “Living In Colour” 
halt any claims of “dourness” — the band has cre- 
ated some of the best summery-sounding music of 
the year. 


=-==We Were Promised 


Jetpacks--- 
The young, angsty Edinburghians 
We Were Promised Jetpacks 
=< exploded onto the scene 
with their unique twist on edgy, 
guitar-driven power pop (having 
a memorably humorous name 
didn’t hurt either). WWP] re- 
leased their debut album These 
Four Walls in mid-2009 with the 
strength of buzzworthy singles: 
the angular, punky “Quiet Little 
Voices,” the dynamic “Roll Up 
Your Sleeves,” and the incredi- 
ble, barnstorming album opener 
“It’s Thunder And It’s Lightning.” 
The band also indulges in its dis- 








MUSIC WELIKE %& Fall/Winter 2010 48 


tressed dark side — tracks like “Conductor” and 
“An Almighty Thud” wistfully combine forlorn 
guitars with reflective lyrics, running the gamut of 
folk and pop like their contemporaries. Earlier this 
year, the band released the EP The Last Place You'll 
Look, a collection of unreleased tracks and alter- 
nate recordings of album cuts. The skyward-bound 
opening track “A Far Cry” stands tall alongside the 
best moments on These Four Walls. If it’s scrupulous, 
intense, and anthemic indie pop you seek, then look 
no further. 


Hail Scotland! 


Active Child — Curtis Lane 10” 
(FILTER US RECORDINGS) 

Curtis Lane is the first EP/mini-album from Pat 
Grossi, a.k.a. Active Child. Grossi combines beauti- 
ful, atmospheric keyboards with wistful electronics, 
and throws in some glorious harp (no shit!) across 
the six tracks that comprise Curtis Lane. Resting 
gently into and soaring far above the heavenly mix 
is Grossi’s choirboy, Bon Iver-esque vocals, which 
shift from wailing lull to affecting warble. Grossi 
himself describes the recording as “a combination 
of electronic and choral music” — and | couldn’t 
think of a better assessment than that.And if song 
titles “I’m In Your Church At Night” and “She Was 
A Vision” don’t fully convince you of a higher ce- 
lestial destination, the music surely will. The former 
resonates and echoes a cathedral-sized joyful noise, 
while the latter is pure autumnal pop. Melancholic 
closer “Wilderness” ebbs with bubbling bass and 
shaky synth swells while Grossi’s soulful croon falls 
in and out; it’s the musical equivalent to gold shin- 
ing in moonlight, beautiful and a little bit haunting. 
(Active Child’s non-album cover version of New 
Order’s phenomenal debut single “Ceremony” is 
a slightly-buoyant, indie-synth-pop makeover, and 
is definitely worth seeking out.) The limited edi- 
tion U.S. pressing via Filter Recordings (in the UK, 
Active Child is signed with Merok Records — the 
label owned by Milo Cordell of The Big Pink) is a 
neat 10” record, pressed on white-colored vinyl. 
Get it while you still can, and let it enrapture you. 


CeiiS 
GARCIA 


Proletariat. 
Eagle Whisperer 


Bonnie “Prince” Billy & 

The Cairo Gang - The Wonder 
Show Of The World (prac city) 

The Mighty Prince Oldham Has Done It Again. 
Quite a departure from last year’s Beware.A more 


intimate acoustic collaboration. Initial pressings of 
both the CD and LP came with a bonus 7”. 
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Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds - 
Remasters: Tender Prey, The Good 
Son, and Henry’s Dream (mute) 

One of the most original and influential artists of 
the last 30 years. The 5.1 mixes sound incredible, 
every nuance painstakingly delivered and Blixa’s 
guitar never sounded better. Finally Henry’s Dream 
gets the mix it deserves. Seek these out, sit down, 
and re-listen to these early masterpieces. 


The Cure -— Disintegration 


(Remastered) (RHINO) 
Dulcet, and the Hoi Polloi agreed. 


Phosphorescent -— Here’s To 
Taking It Easy (Tho the Jaws of 
this World Wish Only to Grab 


Hold of Your Sweet Ass) 

(DEAD OCEANS) 

Another intoxicated raucous outing from our 
Brooklyn based by way of Georgia troubadour 
Matthew Houk. Fans of early Palace Brothers will 
enjoy the second half of this disc. 


Blitzen Trapper — Destroyer Of 
The Void (sus PoP) 

You hear a little Queen, some Beatles, and XTC, 
and whole lot of Northwestern verve. Some beau- 
tifully crafted pop songs. 


Boo 


A 


CODY 


Hi, I’m new here. 


Baths — Cerulean (ANTICON) 

Gorgeous, blissful falsetto vocals soar over 
chopped-up samples and _ stuttering, stomping, 
blunted-out beats. This shit is super-duper dope. 
It’s at once familiar and otherworldly, immediate 
and nostalgic, mournful and celebratory. When “In- 
doorsy” kicks off with the line, “it’s a breezy, beauti- 
ful day ...” no matter where you are, you’re gonna 
be like, “yes.” 


Devo — Something for Everybody 
(WARNER BROS.) 

An old saying states that there are three constants 
in life: Death, Taxes, and Motherfucking Devo. And 
with recent advances in modern medicine, I’m not 
sure how much longer death is gonna be around. 
But Devo, man, is forever. Sure, the satirical knives 
have dulled a little bit, and | can’t really defend the 
fact that they confusingly work “don’t tase me, 
bro” into the lyrics, but this is the party jam of the 
year, and they’ve managed to stay fresh after a two 
decade hiatus. So strap on your energy dome, set 
your brain to “off,” and rock out to these wonder- 
fully spazzy new wave hits. Join the Devolution! 


Captain Ahab - The End of Irony 
(DEATHBOMB ARC?) 

Party-hearty locals finally release an album worthy 
of their sweat-soaked live shows. This is an elec- 
tronic record, sort of, but it’s stacked high with hip- 
hop shout-alongs, ’80s-style dance, violent noise 
freakouts, Gregorian chants, and a seven-minute 
storm-the-castle medieval rock anthem. Also, tons 
and tons of dick jokes. But everyone likes to get 
weird every now and then, and this shit is incred- 
ibly, lovably weird. 


Wolf Parade - Expo 86 (sus Pop) 
Spencer Krug is kind of my hero. He seems to have 
twice as many ideas brewing inside of him than he’s 
able to get out, and he writes songs jam-packed 
with melodies, counter-melodies, zigzag structures, 
and twisting rhythms piled atop one another. So 
this is a banner year for us Krug fans, as we get 
not one, but two excellent releases from him. The 
first was this February’s Dreamland EP, subtitled 
“Marimba and Shit-Drums,” consisting of a single 
20-minute track played entirely on the marimba. 
While that could result in something pretentious 
or masturbatory, Krug took the time to really ex- 
plore the instrument and delivers a thoughtful blast 
of dreamy pop.And when those shit-drums kick in, 
man, it’s awesome. Wolf Parade, Krug’s main group, 
opens their new album with two of my favorite 
things: frantic drumming and Krug’s otherworldly 
warbling voice. What follows is raucous, twisting 
art-rock that shows off both his and co-frontman 
Dan Boekner’s songwriting prowess. Also, | think 
one of the song titles is a Metalocalypse reference. 
Buy ’em both! You'll be happy, | promise! 





COURTNEY 


| work in what we call “the penthouse.“ 
It’s fancy because there are windows! 


Lightning Swords of Death - 


The Extradimensional Wound 
(METAL BLADE) 

I’m not an avid black metal listener (obviously), but 
| like this album because it brutally incorporates 
black metal with all other metal, creating a richly 
dramatic and versatile listening experience. If you 
have a chance to see them live, do it, it’s entertain- 


ing. 


“... One of Metal Blade’s latest signings here prove 
themselves to be a truly magnificent band to look 
out for ... what makes this such an exceptional lis- 
ten through is the way that LSOD pace their songs. 
Not afraid to give the blastbeat a skip for a few 
bars to give the dissonant guitars some room to 
breathe, or to let their phenomenal riffs rock out 
for a bit, the din that these California degenerates 
invoke is cocksure, contagious, and assorted ...” 
—Paul Floyer (rated 9/10) Terrorizer Magazine 


The White Stripes — Under 
Great White Northern Lights 
(WARNER/REPRISE/MAVERICK) 

Live recordings of their 2007 Canadian tour (best 
of the best). New renditions of all the songs you 
like so much.Along with the recordings, the energy 
is strong, and it’s a good reflection of The White 
Stripes live. 


Sade - Soldier of Love (sony) 

| have a soft spot for Sade. When | was a kid, my 
mother would play her music all the time, and since 
then, once in a while, I’ll throw Promise on the turn- 
table, and totally dig it! This particular record is the 
same comfortable & consistent Sade. Singing about 
her life experience, her love & loss. Not extraordi- 
nary, and not at all bad. It’s weird — it’s like she just 
keeps crankin’ out those same albums, updating the 
sound a little to whatever is trendy at the time. 


The Melvins — The Bride 


Screamed Murder (\PECcAc) 

Totally drum-tacular. At some points, this album 
goes tribal meets marching band, it’s weird. Al- 
though there’s not a lot of structure, | think the 
album is a nice listen. (It’s pretty amazing that this 
is their 20th album.) 


The Rolling Stones — Exile On 


Main Street (Reissue) (ATLANTIC) 
Really cool reissue with added vocals and guitar, 
and 10 unreleased tracks. 
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The Dead Weather - Sea of 


Cowards (THIRD MAN RECORDS) 

Fuzzy guitars, heavy jammy, piano jive. There are el- 
ements of funk, heavy ’70s rock, and rap (yeah) in 
this record — it’s a strange fusion. 


The Black Keys — Brothers (NONE- 
SUCH) 

Pretty much what you would expect from The 
Black Keys. Despite the fact that | like this record, 
| found that many of the songs didn’t stand out 
to me, they’re all pretty similar. In comparison to 
the last album, Brothers is more on the soulful side, 
rather than the blues/rock side. 


Darkthrone - Circle The Wagons 
(PEACEVILLE RECORDS) 
Black punk metals. | love Darkthrone. 


Tip: 

Lampu Lampu: Crushed Ice, one shot Bicardi, orange juice, 
splash of passion fruit juice, all topped with a dark rum 
floater! 


DANIEL 
TURES 


aka the White Widow 
star sign: Aquarius 
best described as: gentle, romantic, 
“young” 


Ariel Pink’s Haunted Graffiti — 


Before Today (44D) 

L.A. cult weirdo Ariel Pink has been leading the 
underground vanguard of home-taping psychedelic 
pop for over a decade, but he’s finally taken it to 
the (more or less) mainstream with a vengeance! 
Before Today finds him on 4AD, with a real band 
(including the excellent rhythm section of Tim 
Koh and Aaron Sperske), gorgeously trippy roller 
rink production, and the best set of songs of any 
of his or anyone else’s albums in recent memory. 
It’s a glorious song symphony, a feast of AM gold 
pop choruses, creepy synth washes, future vintage 
new wave cyberfunk, ugly bad-trip prog sludge, and 
some truly heart-stirring old-fashioned rock love- 
liness. The song “Round and Round” in particular 
is a jaw-droppingly great summer love jam, which 
could take the place of “Billie Jean” or “I Can’t Go 


For That (No Can Do)” in a sufficiently wiggy al- © 


ternate universe. Much blog blather (and terms like 
“chillwave” and “hauntology”) have been unleashed 
trying to explain the drugged-out production style, 
the seeming abundance of retro references, and the 
freaky sense of humor, to those who are apparently 
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just baffled by such things. But in a nutshell, Ariel 
Pink is solidly in line with a long tradition of brilliant 
pop subverters going back to |0CC, Sparks, and 
Brian Eno (some might include Zappa and Steely 
Dan), and continuing through guys like R. Stevie 
Moore, but with a stiff dose of Anglo-wave like the 
Cure, Wire, and Joy Division on the side. If you like 
any of that stuff, chances are you'll love this. If you 
aren’t aware of the existence of any of that stuff (as 
most bloggers seem not to be) it’ll probably make 
you angry and confused. Anyway, don’t be thrown 
off by the stylistic oddities, definitely dive into this 
and you'll fall in love with your stereo. Album of 
this year, probably album of the last five years, and 
| wish stuff this good came out more frequently 
so it would have a little more company. Kudos to 
Mr. Pink and may this be the first of many amazing 
studio albums to come! 


Deutsche Elektronische Musik: 
Experimental German Rock and 
Electronic Music 1972-83 — 


Various Artists (soul JAzz) 

SOUL JAZZ to the rescue again with this fabulous 
double-disc survey of classic Krautrock! Most of 
this stuff is still ahead of its time, but as the indie 
rock world starts to catch up, this will surely serve 
as a fine roadmap to the land of improvisation, rep- 
etition, and noise, which was so well-traveled by 
Can, Faust, Harmonia, Cluster, Tangerine Dream, 
Ash Ra Tempel, Popol Vuh, and others in the ’70s. 
Lovely structures and winding labyrinths of sound! 


Teenage Fanclub — Shadows 

(MERGE RECORDS) 

TFC is back! Few bands have mastered classic har- 
mony-driven rock songwriting like these Big Star- 
obsessed Scots. Blake, Love, and McGinley turn 
down the distortion quite a bit and soar off into 
the AM radio mellowtopia of Bread, The Byrds, and 
America, with a rich, multilayered set of songs that 
deepens as it unfolds. The last one, Man-Made, was 
pretty great too, if you like this. 


Esoteric — Fly Casualties (Fly CASUAL) 
Uptempo indie hip-hop spittin’ & scratchin’ from 
this Boston MC/producer! Like Edan, Esoteric 
rocks an old school ’80s gangsta party vibe, with 








aggressive, danceable beats, convoluted multisyl- 
labic disses, and oddball production ideas. He’s an 
equally tough-sounding rapper and party-bringin’ 
beatmaker, and he keeps it weird, so rock the bells 
homie! 


MGMT - Congratulations (popmart) 
The new MGMT is a departure, but a truly great 
one — it’s dark, jittery, echoey jangle-pop that 
sounds a whole lot like the Chills or the Television 
Personalities (whose Dan Treacy gets a dedication). 
Produced by Sonic Boom, an impeccable choice! 
No it’s not clubpop (and yes, their clubpop is awe- 
some), but it’s exactly as good in a different way. 
Thumbs up to a band that can switch gears and still 
kill it. Dive into this! 


Surfer Blood — Astro Coast 

(KANINE RECORDS) 

Dueling guitar leads and soaring vocals blast this 
slab of surf-grunge into high orbit. Recorded by 
some kids in a Palm Beach dorm room even! An- 
other reason why ’90s nostalgia is sometimes a 
good thing. 


Drexciya — Neptune’s Lair 
(TRESOR/FORCED EXPOSURE) 

Detroit techno legend Drexciya is back with an- 
other dark, pulsing, soulful set of minimal electro 
bass insanity. Take a hypnotic underwater journey 
with one of the original masters! 


Caribou — Swim (MERGE RECORDS) 

Like the new Fourtet, Caribou’s Swim is brainy, me- 
lodic, minimal electronic dance music with interest- 
ing pastoral sound colors and heady avant-garde 
melodic shifts. Insular yet strangely expansive, 
darkly propulsive but mellowed by odd woodwind 
passages, horns and vocal cooing. Just right for a 
little after hours dream therapy. 


Male Bonding —- Nothing Hurts 
(SUB POP) 

Excellent power-trio guitar scuzz from some more 
90s enthusiasts. Echoes of Hiisker Du, Nirvana, 
and Dinosaur Jr. can be heard in these spiky, fuzzed- 
out tunes, with anomic vocal anguish and clobber- 


ing breakdowns. Enough ugly, upside-down hooks 
and choruses to make the Pacific Northwest proud 
from these talented London laddies! 


Indian Jewelry — Totaled 

(WE ARE FREE) 

Pop that psilocybin and hop in the Citroen for a 
trip to the high desert with this fine L.A. indus- 
trial-garage-noir duo! Kind of like a much heavier, 
trippier, psyched-out Raveonettes, with tribal noise 
percussion and sizzling synth damage amid the an- 
gelic vocals. | once saw them open for Chrome and 
it seemed like an appropriate pairing. Catch them 
live please do! 


Neverever — Angelic Swells 
(SLUMBERLAND RECORDS) 

Fine new teen-dream jailbait pop from this Scot- 
land-via-L.A. combo, led by the siren song of one 
Mrs. Jihae Meek! Fans of Phil Spector, Blondie, The 
Vaselines etc. will dig! 


Suave Jav & the Javelinas — 

It’s Not Easy (Being Suave)” 
b/w “At Night Sometimes 

(I Cry)” 7” 

Champagne soul rarity uncovered in the deepest 
45 bin ever dug (somewhere far below the Deep- 
water Horizon oil rig) features the enigmatic front- 
man waxing boastful on the A-side and remorse- 
ful on the flip. One of the solidest beats and most 
suavest lead vocals you may never hear. Be sure to 
dig through Amoeba’s excellent selection of soul 
45s every day coz you never know when this will 
show up! 


GONEZ 
CONES 
ALiVe! 


Why do we listen to a lot of Latin & 
African music at Amoeba Hollywood? 
Because it’s good music. 


Check out my blog on the Amoeba website, 
Los Angeles Me 


Anibal Velasquez — Mambo Loco 
(ANALOG AFRICA) 


Omar Souleyman - Jazeera 
Nights: Folk & Pop Sounds Of 
Syria (SUBLIME FREQUENCIES) 
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Charanjit Singh - Ten Ragas to a 
Disco Beat (BOMBAY CONNECTION) 


Afrosound Of Colombia Vol 

I: Funky, Hot Afro Influenced 
Tracks From The 760s & ’70s 
Golden Period From Disco Fuentes 
- Various Artists (vamPisouL) 


Cumbia Beat Vol |: Experimental 
Guitar-Driven Tropical Sounds 
From Peru 1966 to 1976 — Vari- 
ous Artists (vamPisouL) 


Pomegranates: Persian Pop, Funk, 
Folk, and Psych Of The 760s & 


70s — Various Artists (FINDERS 
KEEPERS/B- MUSIC) 


Irakere — Cuba Libre (FarouT) 


Black Man’s Cry: The Inspiration 


Of Fela Kuti - Various Artists 
(NOW AGAIN) 


Palenque, Palenque! Champeta 
Criolla & Afro Roots in Colombia 


1975 to 1991 — Various Artists 
(SOUNDWAY) 


Siamese Soul: Thai Pop Spectacu- 


lar Vol. 2 — Various Artists (suBLIME 
FREQUENCIES) 


Ruben Blades & Willie Colon — 
Siembra Live (FAniA) 


Absolute Belter — Various Artists 
(B-MUSIC/FINDERS KEEPERS) 


48 MUSICWELIKE »% Fall/Winter 2010 


Sweet Talks — The Kusum Beat 
(SOUNDWAY) 


Ana Tijoux — 1977 (NACIONAL 
RECORDS) 


Kako And His Orchestra — 
Live It Up (FANIA) 


DiANNA 


Sometimes | work downstairs as a cashier. 
Sometimes | work upstairs in the 
warehouse. 


David Byrne and Fatboy Slim - 


Here Lies Love (NONESUCH) 

(A song cycle about Imelda Marcos and Estrella 
Cumpas.) | am obsessed with this album. | turn it 
on and I’m transported to a Studio 54-type disco 
somewhere in the late ’70s. Except there are some 
ravers there too. Imelda Marcos is there dancing 
with important world leaders, and an all-star cast 
including Tori Amos, Santigold, Sharon Jones, Flor- 
ence Welch, Roisin Murphy, Cyndi Lauper, and many 
others are eavesdropping on Imelda’s conversations 
and performing them to provide the soundtrack. 


Meanwhile, Estrella Cumpas — Imelda Marcos’ 
childhood caretaker — stands outside the disco, 
having been refused entry. The all-star cast provides 
her thoughts as she watches Imelda’s rise to power 
from afar. She is there as a constant reminder to 
Imelda’s past. 


It’s an opera. It’s a musical. It’s a disco. It’s a rave. It’s 
a bunch of songs | want to sing in karaoke, and | 
want to see it performed live. 


Listen to the music and dance. Read the lyrics and 
cry. Read the liner notes to follow the story. And 
then listen to it again and again. 


Sade - Soldier of Love (sony) 

| had to buy this on vinyl. Opening the record for 
the first time was like Christmas.The smell of the 
packaging and the vinyl inside was heaven. Listening 
to the grooves inside and her voice pouring out of 
my speakers made me melt. What can | say? The 
woman is smooth! 


The Chemical Brothers — 


Further (AsTRALWERKS) 

I’ve always loved The Chemical Brothers. They al- 
ways make me want to dance. Further is not as 
heavy as past albums — it’s missing some block 


rocking’ beats — and when listening to it for the 
first time, | was almost disappointed. But some- 
thing within it took hold of me and | listened to the 
whole thing.And it felt right. 


Pere Ubu 

Living in Cleveland as a teenager, | always heard talk 
of this great band “Pere Ubu,” but | never heard 
anything by them other than “Waiting For Mary.’ 
Recently | found a bunch of early Pere Ubu CDs up 
in the warehouse. If you’ve never listened to their 
early stuff from the ’70s and early ’80s | suggest you 
check them out.You’ll hear an avant-garde noisy ga- 
rage band. You'll hear a bunch of punks. You'll even 
hear some jazz. You'll say to yourself, “Wow. What 
a great band!” 


Here are some early titles you should look for: 
(1978) The Modern Dance 

(1978) Dub Housing 

(1979) New Picnic Time 

(1980) The Art of Walking 

(1981) 390° of Simulated Stereo (Live) 

(1982) Song of the Bailing Man 


GABRiEFL F 


White Fence — White Fence 12” 
(MAKE A MESS) 


We Are Dios — We Are Dios (Bup- 
DYHEAD) 


Spirit Vine — Golden EP (None) 


BLAND. 


The Dungeon Masters - Directed 
by Keven McAlester 


Breaking Bad - Directed by 
Vince Gilligan 


The Wolf Knife — Directed by 
Laurel Nakadate 


TV Carnage 6: Let’s Work It Out. 
- Directed by Pinky 


Role Models (Book) - Written 
by John Waters 


iAN 


Vardis — 100 M.P.H. (kRESCENDO 
RECORDS) 

Blue collar, high energy boogie metal. Though Vardis 
gets categorized as part of the New Wave Of Brit- 
ish Heavy Metal, they really don’t fit the sound. 
Originally the band was called Quo Vardis after the 
1960s science fiction film, but they later dropped 
the Quo from their name so as not to be confused 
with the band Status Quo. Formed in 1978, this, 
their debut album is a compilation of their best 
road-tested live material and their previous singles. 
It was released in 1980. The sound of Vardis is 
much more boogie-woogie rock & roll mixed with 
metal and hard rock, a cross between the speed 
of Motdrhead and the glam of Slade. They sound 
so good live and the guitars just wail across your 
speakers. Full on hard driving working class rock & 
roll that gives a nice adrenalin rush. Metal fans will 
love this, no cheesy ballads here, and the music rips 
along at a steady fast pace. You can find this in the 
rock section. 


SRC — SRC (microwerks) 

Spawning from the same late ’60s, early ’70s Michi- 
gan garage scene as The Stooges, MC5, and Am- 
boy Dukes, SRC never received national success. 
Their debut album, released in 1968, is a mix of 
psychedelic and acid rock complete with textual 
harmonies, bursting organs, psych guitars, and a 
bit of crunch. It is a much different sound than the 
other Michigan garage classics. The opening track, 
“Black Sheep,” is one you won’t forget and this of- 
ten overlooked band deserves to be included in 
your garage or psych collection. You can find it in 
the Oldies section. 


Doug Sahm - He’s About A 
Groover: An Essential Collection 


(GREAT AMERICAN MUSIC COMPANY) 
Doug Sahm was a child prodigy in country music. 
He became an important figure in blues and rock 
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and one of the most important people in Tejano 
music. In the 1960s he formed the Sir Douglas 
Quintet and later started the Texas Tornados with 
Augie Meyers, Freddy Fender, and Flaco Jimenez. 
He was also in Los Super Seven. This double CD, 
50-track compilation spans his career from 1957- 
1980. It also contains unreleased studio and live 
tracks. The first disc is all Doug Sahm material. 
The second disc is all Sir Douglas Quintet mate- 
rial. Having both together in a double CD package 
makes this a great buy. The Sir Douglas Quintet 
were one of the best Tex Mex groups. Their music 
combined Tex Mex and Cajun into rock music with 
a mix of doo wop, soul, blues, and British Invasion. 
It even had some polka and Western swing. The 
band was around during the late ’60s and early ’70s. 
Largely overlooked by most rock fans they played 
an important part in the history of rock music. If 
you already know about Doug Sahm it’s a great 
compilation and if you don’t this is a great place to 
start.You can find both Doug Sahm and Sir Douglas 
Quintet in the oldies section. 


The Wailers — Wailers Wailers 


Everywhere/Out Of Our Tree (Bic 
BEAT RECORDS) 

If you are a fan of garage music you definitely want 
to pick this one up. The Wailers were one of the 
early American garage rock bands, hailing from Ta- 
coma, Washington. Some say they were the first. 
They were an influence on garage legends The 
Sonics and were known for playing saxophone 
rockin’ R&B with a heavy Chuck Berry influence. 
A bit of a change in the Wailers’ style, their output 
on Etiquette Records found them reacting to the 
British Invasion in the mid-’60s. These albums were 
originally released in 1965 and 1966.As opposed to 
containing mostly covers these albums show The 
Wailers writing songs on their own with a mix of 
the Northwest style and the British style. Though 
most like their earlier material better these are still 
great recordings and well worth having especially 
the amazing song “Out Of Our Tree,” later to be 
covered by DMZ on their classic release, another 
must to own. You can find The Wailers in the Oldies 
section and DMZ in the Rock section. 
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Moon Mullican — III Sail My Ship 


Alone/Mister Honky Tonk Man 
(T-BIRD RECORDS) 

Moon Mullican seamlessly mixed swing, boogie- 
woogie piano, blues, country, and Western Swing 
into an early form of rock and roll. You most likely 
haven’t heard his name before but you should defi- 
nitely hear his music. Moon Mullican was an influ- 
ence on and named as a favorite artist by Hank 
Williams. He also influenced other major acts such 
as Hank Snow, Jim Reeves, Bill Haley, Elvis Presley, 
and Jerry Lee Lewis. His recordings span from 1936 
to 1966.In 1966 he recorded three albums; he died 
in 1967. Two of the three albums are here. Some of 
these recordings have never been on CD before. 
These are straight from the LPs, complete with 
some surface noise. If you want perfect sound, buzz 
off. Sit back, listen, and give yourself a lesson in the 
history of country, rock, and western swing. Most 
of all just enjoy. You can find this in the country sec- 
tion, don’t pass it up. 


House Of The Devil - Directed 
by Ti West 


Director Ti West helms this throwback to the ’80s 
horror movie although it is much better than that. 
| look forward to seeing more from this director in 
the future. The story involves a broke college stu- 
dent, played by Jocelin Donahue, agreeing to take a 
babysitting job that, of course, is far off from cam- 
pus. | won’t give you more than that so as to not 
ruin the story if you don’t already know it. What 
makes this movie so interesting is not the story as 
much as how the story is handled. The main char- 
acter makes the same choices we all might make in 
her situation, believable choices mainly. You can tell 
the script tried hard to stay away from typical hor- 
ror movie character traps. While it is a little slow 
moving it does create an eerie, creepy atmosphere 
that does not rely on bad music stings and loud 
noises, showing the director’s keen ability to work 
within a smaller budget and understand psychology. 
This is not a bloodbath, nor is it a sex romp. It is a 
very well done horror movie that is highly enjoy- 
able, has a decent story, enough blood to satisfy 
horror fans, and, my oh my, smarts as well. 


OSS 117: Cairo, Nest Of Spies - 
Directed by Michel 


Hazanavicius 

It seems so long since I’ve seen a comedy that made 
made me laugh out loud multiple times. Probably 
not since Shaun of the Dead. This French spy spoof 
is hilarious. Made in the style of Sean Connery era 
James Bond, the look of this film is just as impres- 
sive as the comedy. The time period is supposed to 
be 1955 and the movie takes great pains to look 
as close as possible to those early Bond films. Ex- 
tremely well done, down to the always perfectly 
slick-backed hair that shines of OSS 177, played by 


Jean Dujardin. OSS 117 is the equivalent of 007. 
The best way | can describe this is to have you 
imagine Peter Sellers playing James Bond. There 
is both subtle and overt comedy here — a great 
script with smart humor. OSS 117 is wonderfully 
offensive without knowing he is offensive. He is 
clueless about finding clues, clueless about history, 
and clueless about the culture of the area he is in 
— this time it’s Egypt. However he is always well- 
dressed and likeable. The supporting cast are all 
fine actors, and the direction is perfect. The plot is 
basically OSS 117 is sent to Egypt to find out what 
happened to another agent who was killed and to 
bring peace to the region.| won’t say anymore than 
that because | don’t want to ruin any of the com- 
edy. Do yourself a favor, even if you don’t usually 
watch foreign films try out this one. It is sure to 
entertain. My only hope is that there is absolutely 
never an American remake of this. There is already 
a sequel which hit selected theatres a few months 
ago called OSS | 17: Lost In Rio which | am told is 
just as good as this one. You can find this gem of a 
DVD in the French section of our Foreign films. 


ILENE 


To Rococo Rot - Speculation 
(DOMINO RECORDS) 


King Midas Sound — Waiting 
For You (HYPERDUB) 


't! - Strange Weather Isn’t It? 
(WARP RECORDS) 


Solex .vs Cristina Martinez 
+ Jon Spencer -— Amsterdam 
Throwdown, King Street 

Showdown! (BRONZERAT RECORDS) 


Deutsche Elektronische Musik: 
Experimental German Rock 
and Electronic Music 1972-83 — 
Various Artists (soul JAzz) 
Bonobo - Black Sands (NINATUNE) 


The Black Keys — Brothers 
(NONESUCH) 


Alps — Le Voyage (Tyre) 


Gayngs — Relayted jacjaGuwar) 


The Dead Weather - Sea of 
Cowards (WARNER BROTHERS) 


Conforce — Machine Conspiracy 
(MEANWHILE/FORCED EXPOSURE) 


Gonjasufi - A Sufi & A Killer 
(WARP RECORDS) 


JACKiE G. 


Glee: The Complete First Season 


Mystery Team - Directed by 
Dan Eckman 


The Maid - Directed by 
Sebastian Silva 


Ghost Writer — Directed by 
Roman Polanski 


The Big Bang Theory: 
The Complete Third Seasons 


Frozen — Directed by 
Adam Green 


Mother — Directed by 
Bong Joon-Ho 


Waking Sleeping Beauty —- 
Directed by Don Hahn 
Tip: 


...and because Michael Shannon is awesome ... check out 
The Runaways and My Son, My Son, What Have Ye Done? 


~> 
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JANE S. 


| apologize in advance for the plethora of 
detailed reviews, but it’s NOT MY FAULT! 
Just so much AMAZING music is being 
made currently, or reissued. | didn’t even 
touch on the new Liars album, Damian 
Marley & Nas’ Distant Relatives, 

VV Brown’s Travelling Like the Light, 
Georgia Anne Muldrow’s new instrumental 
album Ocotea, or experimental folk 
goddess Fursaxa’s latest, 
Mycorrhizae Realm. 


LCD Soundsystem - 


This Is Happening (DFAViIRGIN) 

Help, I’m completely geeking out on this album! Mr. 
Murphy has reached new heights, as a producer, a 
lyricist, and a singer. Now, for the first two roles, 
he’s already established himself, but who knew he 
was such a soulful singer? Just listen to his falsetto 
in “| Can Change” and you hear someone who’s 
going for it with abandon, not to be all R&B sexy, 
but because that’s the way to express the pain, frus- 
tration, and longing that this song is about.And the 
lyrics show much more of him than just the quick 
witted, tense New Yorker. There’s still the element 


of dark humor — “Love is a curse that’s shoved in 
a hearse, love is an open book to a verse of your 
bad poetry ...”— but Mr. Murphy’s openness with 


his emotions make this record easier for me to re- 
late to, as opposed to his previous glib social com- 
mentaries. But don’t pack up your dancing shoes, 
this album is F-U-N and F-U-N-K-Y, while reach- 
ing a new level of sophistication at the same time. 
There are AMAZING vintage synth sounds, some 
dark and some sparkly, funky basslines, Latin conga 
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rhythms, call and response vocals, and even some 
disco freak whispers and panting in these perfectly 
crafted songs.And yes, several songs sound directly 
inspired by late-’70s to early-’80s new wave/dance 
hybrids like Iggy Pop’s The Idiot, The Tom Tom Club, 
and David Bowie’s Lodger. Even the cover photo to 
This Is Happening strikes me as Lodger inspired, but 
again, Mr. Murphy is skilled enough to borrow the 
feel of these earlier iconic albums and turn them 
into his own 2010 electronic/post punk gems, with- 
out hiding his influences. He’s stated that this will 
be the LAST LCD Soundsystem album, but | sure 
hope not ... Who's going to be MY version of 
Robin Thicke then? 


The Master Musicians of 


Bukkake — Totem II (mMPoRTANT) 

| see Totem | with its dramatic and frantic epic rock 
& roll energy as the soundtrack for being willingly 
possessed or ridden by spirits in order to journey 
to other levels of consciousness through explo- 
ration of the bizarre and unknown. So, Totem II is 
about exorcism and clearing, being brought back 
to earth to calmly and completely take in all of the 
beauty and sadness on this plane. The album opens 
with their most white noise and guitar feedback 
laden song to date, complete with baritone monk 
chanting. Sharp bells are ringing and then some an- 
cient horns sound. | imagine the band armed with 
smoky incense, marching through a village perform- 
ing this music to summon and clear away any ma- 
lefic spirits, while the grateful and curious towns- 
people look on from the crowd that has formed on 
either side of the procession. The aural fog of this 
witchcraft song dissipates into gentle bells,and then 
the rest of the album is serene, though exotic, and 
definitely more earthbound. Strings replace electric 
guitar as the dominant instrument, synthesizers are 
kept to a meditative hum, only a few space noises, 
and there is less percussion. Track two features a 
lovely Asian flute anchored by some slow and mar- 
tial drums that sound like giants marching, track 
three is cinematic with a sweeping string section 
and horns conveying gravity and sadness, to be fol- 
lowed by a song with group members singing like 
a male choir, punctuating the song with one word 
lines, which sound like angels’ names. There are 
stately strings and chimes, fingerpicked guitar, and 
drumset as a backdrop. | realize that at least some 
of this description sounds like we're in New Age 
territory, and Master Musicians aren’t even going 
to front, they call their music “a reverse dark side 
of the New Age sound.” What’s really important is 
that someone is out there making music this dar- 
ingly gorgeous. | can’t wait for Totem III to see what 
occult rituals this group will address next! (Group 
members include affiliates of the bands Earth and 
Burning Witch. This album also has guest musicians 
from Istanbul, Turkey, according to the Important 
Records site. You can listen to samples of the album 
on the Important site, too.) 


Jane Weaver - The Fallen By 


Watch Bird (FINDERS KEEPERS) 

Another record about conjuring, The Fallen By 
Watch Bird opens with harmonium, bells, and analog 
synths. Then there is narration delivered in a no- 
nonsense tone, “I call the ancient ones to me from 
a place | cannot follow ... Drawing a circle and a 
star.’ There is mention of the forest and the crea- 
tures in it. Then tom tom heavy drumming comes 
in and a minor key, rumbling psychedelic guitar riff. 
Above the music, Ms. Weaver’s clear and dreamy 
but commanding mezzo soprano cuts through the 
folk-prog haze, and you’re mesmerized. The de- 
scription on the cover of the album says, “Cosmic 
Aquatic Folklore” and I’m not sure | know exactly 
what they mean, but Ms. Weaver certainly has a si- 
ren’s voice. You just stop what you’re doing and let 
her take you into the song's story. After the open- 
ing number, which is divided into three parts, the 
sound becomes less layered and psychedelic, and 
more acoustic with harps, violins, fingerpicking, and 
woodwinds. Still dreamy and quietly haunting, the 
rest of the songs have great melodies that sound 
derived from English folk songs to which Ms.Weav- 
er adds vocal harmonies, even singing part of one 
song in a round. So,| can see this album appealing to 
Pentangle and Shirley Collins fans, as well as fans of 
Espers. The arrangements are genius too, and give 
the album an uncanny vintage sound, so hard to re- 
create. But it really sounds like these songs were 
recorded somewhere between 1969-1973. This is 
an Autumn time record: it is not a safe beauty, there 
is melancholy and mystery behind it. 


The Black Keys — Brothers 
(NONESUCH) 

Here’s another group who has risen from indie 
rock to mass popularity and has outdone them- 
selves with this record which has its place in the 
all-time greats category! They’ve done it by add- 
ing unexpected influences into their basic guitar 


| / 
Weor, 


—&\ 


& drums & blues recipe, by writing amazing ac- 
companiments, and having great taste as arrangers. 
The album opens with loping T-Rex-ish guitar and 
drums, complete with reverbed handclaps and a 
glam background chorus of “ooh-wah’s.” Guitarist/ 
singer Dan Auerbach has moved his vocal register 
up a whole step or so.Very soulful and catchy. The 
song “The Only One” has some light, Ethiopian 
funk guitar and organ. Throughout there is warm 
Motown derived guitar and high register, emotional 
strings. There is also harpsichord and a haunted 
house organ. The incomparable Patrick Carney has 
the opportunity to be funkier than ever on some 
songs, while keeping it perfectly simple on the 
bluesy numbers. Mr.Auerbach gives his inner villain 
equal time with songs “The Go Getter,” “Sinister 
Kid,” “Ten Cent Pistol,’ and “I’m Not the One,’ 
while “Everlasting Light,’ “The Only One,” and even 
“Next Girl” show a star-crossed lover who cares 
too much.This album takes warm, weird and smoky 
Americana and mixes it with ’60s AM radio soul, 
resulting in these great songs that only The Black 
Keys could write. 


Madlib & Guilty Simpson — 


O.J. Simpson (sTONES THROW) 

Speaking of villains, (no NOT you this time MF 
Doom), Guilty Simpson revels in playing one, “I’m 
evil like three sixes,’ while Madlib adds some laid- 
back Cali beats and his trademark vintage soul 
sounds: female chorus, handclaps, string section, 
organ, early synthesizer, soundtrack horns, obscure 
psychedelia samples, and even disco slap bass. This 
album is divided into 12 Madlib interludes and 12 
Guilty Simpson tracks with Madlib as producer. 
The interludes take up an equal amount of time 
as the rap tracks, which some listeners find to be 
too much of Madlib in an album that is credited to 
Guilty Simpson. | was leaning this way myself, think- 
ing that he “took over” this album. But | keep lis- 
tening to it over and over; hardly ANYTHING that 
is supposed to be comedy will make me laugh out 
loud, but Madlib’s mix of Richard Pryor, Blaxploi- 
tation soundtracks, sensationalist samples of ’70s 
movie previews, “shine your shoes and straighten 
your tie, cause company’s coming!” cheesy Casey 
Kasem style announcers, and counter-culture com- 
edy snippets, gets me laughing out loud every time. 
And Guilty Simpson is strong enough in his rhymes 
and personality to project his ominous presence to 
the forefront. I’m all for this mix of raunchy levity, 
vintage soul, vintage cheesiness, and in your face 
malice. 


Be sure to take in at least some of Madlib’s unbe- 
lievable number of releases from this year, his vol- 
umes of The Medicine Show plus his “jazz albums 
Miles Away by The Last Electro-Acoustic Space Jazz 
and Percussion Ensemble and Slave Riot by Young 
Jazz Rebels, the latter of which | can only describe 
as no-wave techno Brazilian free jazz. 
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Deutsche Elektronische Musik: 
Experimental German Rock and 
Electronic Musik 1972-83 — 


Various Artists (soul jazz) 

This compilation is filled with the most creative, 
lovely, and influential music and is a MUST HAVE 
for anyone who is interested in progressive rock 
and/or electronic music. Despite the title, there 
are a number of songs that don’t sound very elec- 
tronic: there is the group Ibliss’ funky 13-minute 
jazz flute meets Can jam; Ash Ra Tempel’s simple 
hippy folk fairytale “Daydream” about a gypsy prin- 
cess who lives in “rainbow land” but is still sad; and 
Can’s opening song to CD one, “A Spectacle,” a 
spazzy funk number. The only song that sounds to- 
tally stark and futuristic is Conrad Schnitzler’s “Auf 
Dem Schwarzen Canal.” It even has vocoder-robot 
vocals. Still, synthesizers appear in almost every 
song, even if they are used as background atmo- 
sphere. There is a lot of repetition, used to calming, 
meditative effect, and simple chugging drums, ele- 
ments foreshadowing electronic music. But there 
are also funk grooves, and room left for improvisa- 
tion, with live musicians rather than programming 
at the forefront.Amon Duul II, one of my favorite 
bands, contributes a majestic instrumental that is 
propelled by tablas and a funky bassline with vio- 
lin, synthesizers, guitar, sitar, and drumkit layered in. 
Such a creative time for music! 


If you like this compilation, especially the sparser 
synthesizer dominated numbers, you will want the 
new Hans-Joachim Roedelius compilation, The Di- 
ary Of The Unforgotten — Selbstportrait VI, which is full 
of his icy dreamscapes and solo piano pieces. If you 
aren’t feeling so meditative, check out the compi- 
lation D-Funk: Funk, Disco, and Boogie Grooves From 
Germany 1972-2002 for songs tailor-made for the 
dance floor and overindulging in fun. 


“ 









Gonjasufi — A Sufiand A 


Killer (warp) 

A musical transmission that slipped 
through a portal from some as yet un- 
named dimension or merely a 
testament to the accomplish- 
ments of teamwork here in the 
3D? In either case, a landmark 
debut/masterpiece from Gon- 
jasufi with production help 
from his fellow travelers The 
Gaslamp Killer, Flying Lotus, and 
Mainframe. A head-spinning ar- 
ray of musical styles, ambitiously 
mixed together into one tribal-garage 
psychedelic invention. The opening track 
is a sample of some tribal singing, a field 
recording, (maybe Native Americans), then the 
Flying Lotus produced “Ancestors” with its beauti- 
ful harmonium and Japanese Koto (?) loop and we 
are introduced to Gonjasufi’s — aka Sumach Val- 
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entine — plainly honest soul-searching lyrics and 
unusual “outsider” voice. Am | the only one who 
at first thought that this was Devendra Banhart 
working under a pseudonym? Their vocal styles and 
subject matter do bear comparisons. There are the 
vibrato, higher register vocals that sound like they 
come from a scratchy 78 from the 1920s; the use of 
nature as subject matter; songs that ponder what 
it’s like to be an animal, mention clouds, and songs 
asking ancestors for protection and help; songs 
with a gentle strangeness and others expressing 
despair and an awareness of being used. There is 
even the use of booming silent movie piano and 
the tendency to fall into an archaic accent. See 
why | was confused? But by the time the hardcore 
punk track “Susieq” kicked in, with its dragon roar 
screams, | knew | was listening to a new pioneer 
artist ready to work with ANY style, and add some 
soul to it.Accompaniments range from acoustic gui- 
tar, twangy surf guitar, blaring organ, strong female 
gospel back-up singers, Bollywood choruses, and 
fuzz bass. The producers deserve praise for their 
sense of adventure and their skill. And Gonjasufi’s 
meditative lyrics cover topics relevant to my own 
adult-outsider life: a song about “lonely holidays,“ a 
child-like sing along about aging but feeling younger 
all the time, another says, “I wish that | was a sheep, 
instead of a lion, then | wouldn’t have to eat other 
animals that are dying.” The album is held together 
with an incense-infused ’60s psychedelic vibe, with 
songwriting that keeps instrumentation surprising 
but uncluttered, and lo-fi production used in such 
a creative way as to make it an asset. If Arthur Lee 
was alive today, | think this album would be one of 
his favorites. 


Sleigh Bells — Treats (mom & Pop) 
Dude! You got your heavy rock riffs in my Hip-Hop 
beats! No, YOU got your Hip-Hop rhythms in my 
heavy metal guitar licks! Wait, it tastes DE- 
LICIOUS ...Absolutely the most reckless 
and joyous fun I’ve heard since The Go 
Team’s Thunder, Lightning, Strike, dynamic 
duo Sleigh Bells take you to that adrenaline 
rush, in the moment state of childhood 
fun with their unique and simple colli- 
sion of heavy metal guitar and booty 
bass rhythms. The sound is super 
overdriven, the bass sounds like it’s 
booming out of a lowrider convert- 
ible, and there is some female rapping 
courtesy of vocalist Alexis Krauss. When 
she sings her voice is high and clear, 
with an absent minded, unapologetically 
girly, “I’m just singing to myself” delivery, 
which works great to balance the rowdy 
instrumentation. Lyrics are minimal, but 
often say more, like “you take a heart, | 
can take on you.” Her bandmate, Derek Miller, 
uses buzzy synthesizers, disco beats, hand claps, 
and shredding guitar to create a soundtrack to 
the most fun video game ever. Despite the volume, 


their songs are pared down, often using just voice, 
drums, and guitar at the same time. The label Mom 
& Pop is somehow linked to M.I.A., and there is a 
connection to her with the jarringly creative but 
sparse composition and the sing-song style vocals. 
There are a few tracks, like the Funkadelic sampled 
“Rill Rill“ that are more easygoing. Amped up but 
never aggro or exhausting, with Treats Sleigh Bells 
have made a satisfying blend of the salty and the 
sweet that won’t leave you with a sugar crash. 


Tip: 

Be on the lookout for vinyl re-issues of Detroit 
Techno legend Drexciya’s Neptune’s Lair 
and Hawkwind’s self-titled space-hippie 
debut. 


JAVIER 
JOBNSTON- | 
MARQUEZ 


So you've eaten up all the 
Motown you can stand, worn out 
all your Sam, Otis, James, and Al re- 
cords, but are still hungry for more sweet, 

sweet 1960s soul music? 

Well go wash your hands and clear a plate, 
because these three soul men have been 
waiting patiently these last 
40 years just to fill you up. 





'¥ 


Garnet Mimms 

Mimms positioned himself perfectly halfway be- 
tween big-city polish and rural Southern church- 
sweat; easily competing with and/or surpassing the 
best artists in either style.A career-long supporter 
of the spoken word bridge, there is no other vocal- 
ist who manipulates my emotions so simply and 
shamelessly. Like the very best Gospel, Mimms 
understands how to make an audience desire that 
final chorus more than anything else, and knows 
when to postpone that release for as long as the 
verse-chorus-verse format will allow. Though he 
never really hit it big during his creative heyday, Jan- 
is Joplin seemed to be having fun with her cover of 
Mimms’ gem, the bittersweet anthem “Cry Baby” 
(not to be confused with the beautiful, cathartic 
“My Baby,” which Joplin also ripped off — | mean, 
covered.) 


Lee Moses 

From the liner notes, it seems that Lee Moses re- 
cordings were a bit of a Holy Grail to avid ’60s soul 
collectors for quite a while, until the recent reissue 
on CD.| had personally never heard of the man be- 








fore seeking him out on the recommendation of a 
co-worker, which made my experience all the more 
revelatory when | realized how great his music ac- 
tually is. It’s a hopeful thing, to discover that a jaded, 
hipster record store employee like myself can still 
become so passionately, embarrassingly excited 
about a half-an-hour of music. And what amazing 
music it is, really. The collection starts with some 
perfectly haunting, lo-fi, bluesy Southern soul that 
sounds like it was recorded by 100-year old ghosts. 
100-year old, overweight, sweaty ghosts. Later on 
in the collection Moses starts flirting with ideas 
that lean towards proto-funk but 
still stay rooted in the church 
) enough not to fit too easily in 
any one sub-genre. The man 
doesn’t make a wrong move. 


Gene Chandler 
A most under-appreciated art- 
ist from the Windy City, Gene 
Chandler was so much more than 
the Duke of Earl. A slick purveyor 
of Chicago-style soul, Chandler’s 
songs sound just as appropriate on 
the dance floor as they do blasting 
out of a lowrider on Whittier Blvd., or 
simply in your headphones, helping you 
feel good. Check out Gene Chandler: Live 
at the Regal for some live soul that should 
definitely be mentioned in the same breath as 
Sam Cooke at the Harlem Square Club or what- 
ever your favorite Otis live album is. Check out 
“Nothing Can Stop Me” for my all-time favorite 

break-up song. 


Tip: 
Dollar vinyl. 


COOPER 


It’s hard to be AWESOME, 
but someone has to do it. 


The Cure — Disintegration (ELEKTRA) 
Hard to believe it’s the 20th Anniversary edition! 
Originally released in 1989 it quickly became one 
of my favorite Cure records along with everyone 
else. Didn’t “Lovesong” become the definitive 
sound to making out and unrequited love? “Fasci- 
nation Street” and “Lullaby” became a chorus to 
our lives as we slinked from cars to clubs to work 
and school and back again. This issue gives you all 
kinds of extra goodies that fans love. A live show 
(the entire album recorded in 1989 at Wembley 
Arena, London) and a disc of demos and the like. 
It’s fantastic. Be sure to check out “Pirate Ships!” 
Swirling darkness with lyrics that still resonate with 
disenchanted hearts everywhere; The Cure are a 
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must in any music lover’s vocabulary. Be sure to 
check out early records like Boys Don’t Cry, Japanese 
Whispers, The Head On The Door, and Pornography. 


The Dead Weather - Sea of 


Cowards (THIRD MAN RECORDS) 

This record should’ve been called Sea of Fucking 
Cowards or maybe packaged with two cigarettes, 
a razor blade, some condoms, and a fifth of Jack. 
Three seconds into this record and | want to do 
BAD things to myself and anyone in the tri-state 
area.‘‘| love you so much — | don’t need to exist” 
starts it off and blasts your brain with hard and 
heavy guitars and a fuzzy retro vibrating with sleaze 
and doom. It’s a swill of rap and rock chased by the 
blues in a cup that overflows in an orgiastic frenzy 
of bad ass rock & roll. | can’t tell you what tracks 
to focus on really, they’re ALL good. But if you need 
a soundtrack to lose your shit to or embark on a 
debaucherous journey, here it is. 


Tift Merritt — See You On The 


Moon (FANTASY) 

Bramble Rose is one of my favorite country records 
of all time and Tambourine is also a tour de force 
of Motown soul swagger with a country heart. 
This new records shows Tift in a thoughtful and 
melodic mood. Perfect for road trips and flights to 
the moon! 


Damien Jurado - Saint Bartlett 
(SECRETLY CANADIAN) 

| love, love, love, love, love Damien Jurado’s records. 
He spins tales of quiet desperation and quiet long- 
ing and the shadows of hopes, dreams, and love. 
He’s the guy in the corner of the coffeeshop that 
you didn’t pay attention to and then you're looking 
down at your coffee and you hear a line hushed 
into a chord of melancholy and then all of a sud- 
den you’re all choked up and you wish you could 
rewind and have him start over cause you finally 
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get it. And Now that I’m In Your Shadow and Where 
Shall You Take Me? are also truly stunning records 
by Damien. 


Karen Elson — The Ghost Who 


Walks (THIRD MAN RECORDS) 

Wow. A sweet and beautiful country record with 
old-time jazz nuances. This record is a grower, too. 
It gets better and better with every listen and if 
you have a chance to see her live, DO! Live she 
sounds like early Dolly Parton and is so, so good. 
“The Truth Is In The Dirt,’ “Lunasa,” and “100 Years 
From Now” are gems. It’s the perfect record for 
the outdoor dinner party; just be sure to have 
enough sweet tea and mint juleps for everyone! 


Ana Tijoux - 1977 

(NACIONAL RECORDS) 

It’s a shame that rap is dominated by dudes who 
rap about their ding-dongs, drugs, and ho’s. It’s bor- 
ing and musically repetitive crap. Then there are rap 
records like this. Ana Tijoux lays downs some sexy 
and smart raps with a sublime beats that will get 
you movin’ no matter what language you speak.“La 
Nueva Condena” should be the summer dance jam 
but it probably won't be, everybody will be playin’ 
the same old tired jams. So show up at the party 
with this CD and sneak it in: your white friends 
will wonder how you got to be so cool and your 
Spanish-speaking friends will say “Orale! Finally 
someone showed up with some good music!” If 
you like Spanish female MCs be sure to check out 
Mala Rodgiquez, too. She also rocks! 


Nick Cave - Good Son / Henry’s 


Dream / Tender Prey (reissues) 
(MUTE RECORDS) 

What's not to love about Nick Cave? Seriously. 
He’s a madman: crooner and a punk, a preacher and 
a psychopath. These reissues are good and if you're 
choosing to buy one just get Tender Prey and then 
save some more money and buy the other two. If you 
sing aloud* to “Papa Won't Leave You Henry” 100 
times you will feel like a new person. | guarantee it. 
(*really fucking loud. Screw the neighbors, this is 
therapy.) 


The Bird and the Bee - 
Interpreting the Masters, 
Vol. I: A Tribute to Daryl Hall 


& John Oates (BLUE NOTE) 

Smokin’ white hot soul done by The Bird and the 
Bee. This record blew me away. | was surprised to 
like it so much. Hall & Oates may have some of the 
best jams around and I'd have to admit some bias 
as “Private Eyes” was one of my first 45s, but The 
Bird and the Bee give a fresh sound to the songs 
we've heard a million times.“Rich Girl,” “Maneater,” 
and “She’s Gone” are shimmering pop interpreta- 


tions and Inara George bends her voice in sweet 
harmony with the music. | know this record will 
dominate the summer pool party rotation ... hand 
me a wine cooler and shut the hell up. 


Love is All — Two Thousand & 


Ten Injuries (POLYVINYL RECORDS) 

Swedish punky new wave that hurts to listen to 
cause it’s so AWESOME. Maybe the title comes 
from all the jumping around you have to do while 
listening to this record. One thing is for sure; all 
the smiling and laughing will give you a face cramp. 
(Face cramps rule!) 


Laura Veirs — July Flame 

(RAVEN MARCHING BAND RECORDS) 

This record is an epic folk rock record. Every song 
is a tribute to all the good and beautiful things in 
the world and each note is filled with the tears of 
every broken heart. Sit down and be real. Give up 
all your fakery and posturing. “Silo Song” is like Ar- 
cade Fire’s song “Intervention,” a grand and sweep- 
ing monumental journey. Go there with me... 


Lissie — Why You Runnin’ EP 

(FAT POSSUM) 

A few years ago | walked into a little bar in Hol- 
lywood with my boyfriend and got drunk listening 
to some really bad music. Then a singer named Lis- 
sie took the stage and then the whole place with 
every Hollywood douchebag in earshot shut the 
hell up. She strummed a guitar and sounded like 
something else.A resonant and scratchy voice that 
emotes more than all the autotuned crap you're 
used to hearing. Was it like seeing Joni Mitchell 
at one of her first gigs? Joan Baez? Janis Joplin? I'll 
never know, but when | left that shitty bar with 
my shitty boyfriend all shitty on booze | was no 
longer the same person. | was changed: | felt alive 
and inspired. | walked out on the street and didn’t 
know which way to go even though I'd been there 
a million times. 


Ella Fitzerald — Twelve Nights In 
Hollywood: Vol. I & 2 (2-CD) 
What | wouldn’t give for a time travelin’ machine! 
RIGHT!?! Are you with me? ’Cause | would give my 


soul to the devil to see Ella Fitzgerald play twelve 
nights in Hollywood 1961. These recordings were 
lost in the vaults for a long time but finally are here 
for us to enjoy. This is Ella at her peak, recorded in 
a small club, and the tracks sound so good, if you 
close your eyes you can imagine her right in front 
of you. Can you smell the stogie in the back of the 
room? Can you smell the Shalimar of your beautiful 
date? Hush. Listen. 


Rock ’N’ Roll High School 
(Roger Corman Cult Classics) - 


Directed by Allan Arkush 

DUH! Just get it already. It’s The Ramones in all 
their Ramoness! GREAT GREAT GREAT! (And 
if you want to see my band, Sheena, the world’s 
first all-female punk rock cover band, let me know! 
Write me a postcard.) 


Michael Jackson’s: This Is It - 
Directed by Kenny Ortega 


This DVD is a memorable testament to the artistic 
process. It shows how it can all come together with 
lots and lots and lots and lots of practice. It doesn’t 
hurt if you glide on stage as if there was no grav- 
ity. Michael Jackson shows us even in the midst of 
hardcore drug dependence and emotional pain he 
was a truly gifted individual. MJ shows us what was 
underneath the mask. Talent, pure and simple. Too 
bad it ended so tragically. 


Tip: 

Hey You! YOU! The person holding your phone/camera up 
during the show. Yeah you! Get out of the way. Step to the 
side. It’s way not cool to block everyone behind you with your 
screen of self-centeredness.And shut up too.We don’t want to 
hear you talk.We don’t want to look at your camera.We came 
to enjoy the show. Show some respect to the artist pouring 
their soul out on the stage. Is this so difficult for everyone to 
understand? 


Every dollar is a political decision! Buy local and independent! 
Support your favorite small restaurant and eat out often! Love 
your neighbor, be kind, and don’t be a backstabbing loser! You 
don’t have to like everyone but love ’em anyhow! Is it so hard 
to do the right thing? Then do it already. 


JOFY 
[(DBE-v] 


Ferrante & Teicher — 
Soundproof: The Sound of 


Tomorrow Today (£1) 

Marching steadily along the keys, their hands dance, 
jump, and pounce. They tickle my fancy and the ivo- 
ries. Speedy, they bang and clang! 
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Fleetwood Mac -— Tusk 

(WARNER BROTHERS) 

This album | heart with few exceptions. Especially, 
the title track which speaks to me greatly with its 
chanty drum roll! 


Florence + the Machine — Lungs 
(UNIVERSAL) 

Perhaps | was a little late for the train but gosh darn 
this album strums on my ears something awful! And 
boy oh boy can she do it up. Part hippie folkstress 
and part blossoming diva! Check out her videos 
m’kay! “And you can’t save me now, I’m in the grip 
of a hurricane I’m gonna blow myself away.” 


Fredrik — Trilogi (KORA RECORDS) 

This album is a collection of smaller releases put 
together as a whole. Their music purrs like a great 
cat with soft vocals and warm strings. It lingers. 


Grace Jones - Island Life (\sLAND) 
This older compilation of her work but is crazy 
good Graciousness for sure! These things are hot! 
“Walking walking in the rain...” 


Jon Hopkins -— Insides (Domino 
RECORDS) 

This album takes me to a slightly sad place | don’t 
mind drifting in for moments at a time. Cast off 
this preserver and sink a little. Sink a little. Sink. Oh 
“The Low Places.” 


John Metcalfe — The Inner Line 
(BLACK BOX CLASSICS) 

A sweetly woven classical thread peppered with 
electronics. Pluck pluck zap zap. Makes me want to 
dress like a harlequin and prance around a bit. 
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Jordi Savall -— Royal Minstrels 
1450-1690 (ALIAvox) 

Some really old sounds that make new images in 
my head.| really dig this “rum pum pum pum.” 


The Knife — Tomorrow, In A Year 
(MUTE) 

That lovely Swedish salted nut roll of a brother n’ 
sister electronic act are up to their elfish tricks 
once again and this time it’s in opera form. Their 
average fan may actually cringe at the thought. 
However, | must say that the tracks “The Colouring 
Of Pigeons” and “The Height Of Summer” are tres 
tres bien!!! “...and you were an ancient flower!” 


Laurie Anderson -— Strange 
Angels (WARNER BROTHERS) 

“They say that heaven is like TV.A perfect little world 
that doesn’t really need you.” Perfect poetry plus. 


Matias Aguayo -— Ay Ay Ay 
(KOMPAKT GERMANY) 

Somehow and somewhere between Bobby McFer- 
rin and electronica is this silly Chilean. Thank god 
for silly Chileans! Hip Hip Hooray!!! 


These New Puritans — Hidden 
(DOMINO RECORDS) 

It starts with a melancholy score-like track which 
eventually evolves into some clangtastic garbage 
yard percussion. The vocals have an interesting 
quality somewhere between singing and shouting 
that peak through layers of horns, strings, and elec- 
tronics. Ending once again in an instrumental track. 


Thomas Bloch - 


Glass Harmonica (Naxos) 
It’s creepy. It’s eerie. It’s like that theme of sorrow 
that you forgot you knew and then it hits you again. 


Vampire Weekend - Contra 

(XL RECORDINGS) 

Ok, so, | like V.W. no question about that. They are 
a peppy group of skinny jeans. But, the thing that 
sells this record to me in particular is one song, 
“Horchata.” | LOVE HORCHATA [it’s true]!!! Then 
they put this tasty beverage in a song just for me! 
It’s kinda nutz. | kinda love it! “In December drink- 
ing Horchata...” 


Yeasayer — Odd Blood 

(SECRETLY CANADIAN) 

It sounds like one of those great electronic ’80s 
dance records and yet it is not.| have yet to tire of 
it. ’m truly in love with these kids! 


Tip: 

NOTE | — Numero Uno: 

There is something to be said for an album that starts off 
with a real zinger of a first track. It’s kind of like returning 
home to be greeted with a smiling face and open arms just 
waiting to hug you to pieces. However, beware, not all artists 
can keep this up for a whole album. 


NOTE 2 - Finding: 

I find the best stuff sometimes by accident, by purpose, and 
other times by recommendation. It’s out there and you will 
find it.And, sometimes it will even find you! For instance... 

| had been looking off and on for a particular out of print 
soundtrack for the better part of 10 years.And then magically 
delicious | just happened to look down at the most random 
of moments while searching for something else. BANG, there 
it was in front of me! It will find you. | promise! Just keep yer 
receptors open n’ stuff. 


NOTE 3 — Cyber Airwaves: 

| do not listen to a lot of internet radio but perhaps | should. 
That being said | have found numerous and lovely candy-like 
offerings from one of my favorite musicians here: 
http://www.davidbyrne.com/radio/ 


NOTE 4 — Noise: 

Make some noise of your own for goodness sake! Get out 
there and squawk and whistle. Even if it’s only in the shower 
or humming to yourself while walking down the street. Do it! It 
will make you feel fancy and free! 


JON 


Marina & the Diamonds — 


“Hollywood” (Ist two bars) 
(ATLANTIC) 

Whilst Marina & the Diamonds synedochtal tract 
on the soul-scrunching smooch of the United 
States’ pachydermal neo imperialism through in- 
sidious & ubiquitous entertainmental saturation 
erumpts fervidly, giddily pirouetting & perorating 
like a lifted & zolofted Kate Bush, it’s the somber, 
slumbery “American queen is the American dream” 
of the first two bars that get me to wishing that in 
some quantum reality there’s a whole nother song 
that just builds & expands, or contracts & collapses, 
on this forlorn & woeful carbuncle of morosity. 
(From the album The Family Jewels.) 


Catherine Howe - “What A 
Beautiful Place” “Innocence of 


a Child” (NUMERO GROUP) 
Tho much steeped in the bucolic, Catherine Howe 
could still adroitly sidle into a groove. Where, lat- 


er tracks like the wah’d up “Hot Night” might jar 
some, the slink of “Devil’s Driving Me” or “All the 
Music In Me’s” sweet throb make a fine fit, like the 
folk funk of Barbara & Ernie’s “Play With Fire” or 
Wendy and Bonnie sans Wendy (or Bonnie). But 
the “suped up jalopy” aesthetic internally combusts 
best on the eponymous rollick of “What A Beauti- 
ful Place,” the minor turn of the phrase belying its 
frolicsome arrangement, much as the delicate, horn 
dappled follow up, “Innocence of a Child,” embod- 
ies, expresses & exposes its own evanescent fragil- 
ity. (From the album What A Beautiful Place.) 


Lou Bond - “To The Establish- 


ment” (LIGHT INTHE ATTIC) 

A slow, rambling shambles that suggests the Left 
Rev Eugene McDaniels’ “Supermarket Blues” with 
the parasitic consumerism of “cherry flavored 
chapstick” & the denouement & desolation of Gil 
Scott-Heron’s “Home Is Where the Hatred Is” with 
its unsettled strings, it seethes & shimmers, more 
potent for not resolving, lyrics dissolving into sub- 
lingual pre language. (From the album Lou Bond.) 


DJ] Spinna - Underground Forever 
(TRAFFIC) 

Propers to the class of ’98 (I’m pretty sure that 
covers all these stunnas dropped between ’95 & 
’98). Definite walkman anthems, Tape Kingz classics 
(kinda sour & salty like a saladito tho that Spinna 
went w/Shadez of Brooklynz “Survival Wars” over 
the epic “Change,” but that’s pretty piddling). Defi- 
nitely Gotham City-centric (with [head]nods to the 
West w/Ugly Duckling [what, no Rasco or Erule?] & 
a twofer of the Great [not all] White North & the 
Midwikkid w/Saukrates & Common [what up Fran- 
kenstein & Ghetto Concept]). | guess he figured 
Rawkus, Fondle Em & Dej Jux’ve catalogs’ve already 
been done did, so he puts shine on Guesswhyld, 
Dolo, Tru Criminal & a grip of other low runs & 
one offs that still made it (anti)pop as the decade 
slumped towards the 2gs. If, in the nine-cyphers, 
you rocked a Jansport & were fitted with head- 
phones that misaligned your neckbone or sported 
a bubblegoose & them butter pecan timbos on the 
left coast, you'll know these jawns. Just makes you 
(Boi)wundah when Vol. 2’s gonna drop with Mr. 
Live, Adagio, Krumbsnatcha. Heck you could do a 
grip of volumes, each bruk down by borough or 
aphillyation (Wu alone had DSA, Sunz of Man, La 
the Dark, Shabazz tha Disciple, adcetera). But, then, 
| guess that’s why they made YouTube. 


Kenny Diaz -— The Lost Episodes 
Vol. | & 2: Best of New York Un- 
derground Hip Hop 1995 to 1999 
(TRAFFIC) 

For cuts so unda they never even dropped, cop 
Kenny Diaz’ The Lost Episodes aka Lyricist Lounge 
Vol. | (Vol. 2). Here the vibe’s dirty 24/7:30, all day 
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grimy crimeys, bumpin like a phrenologist’s fantasy 
& making a fine complement to the Natural Ele- 
ments recent 1999. Gully like what but still mad 
lyrical, like Avatar’s ode to the toolie of the trade 
“Other brothers viewing me with scrutiny | rock 
with continuity.’ Back when it was about flippin 
scripts, not birds. 


Dwele — Wants World Women 

(El MUSIC) 

Dwele’s the calm don. He'll never be one of those 
K-Ci melismatic belters. His delivery’s borderline 
flatline. He sounds like he’s barely vertical or even 
conscious, words slipping out as he reclines, supine, 
puffing piff, fingers idly tracing the spine of the stun- 
ning honey sprawled next to him, exotic as an odal- 
isque. Killing you softly, not with a bang but with 
a whisper. 


Mr. Chop - “World Is Yours” 
(TRAFFIC) 

Slathered with reverb & moogy swooshes, sounds 
like dub if it'd been formulated & engineered in a 
Detroit industrial park circa 1968 by a syphilitic sci- 
entist, decaying neural relays & unraveling synapses 
directly translated & pressed to the plates. (From 
the album For Pete’s Sake.) 


Onra - “Moving,” “Don’t Stop” 
& “Send Me Your Love” (TRAFFIC) 
Phased & filtered, stiff & stumbling, like an overly 
mannered & precise borracho beat taking a sobri- 
ety test, ginchy, hinky ’80s funk through a squinty, 
chinky dos mil eye, “Moving” & “Don’t Stop” pro- 
vide a befurred sweetness, summer peaches beset 
by downy mildew, then “Send Me Your Love” shines 
through the murky thump like post precipitative 
crepescular rays. (From the album Long Distance.) 


Ab-Soul 

What up to the homie Nick for putting me up on 
the newest “New West” biz, specific-like folks like 
Black Hippy Ab Soul & Dom Kennedy, younguns 
with old school sensibilities. 
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KELLY 
WATSON 


Arcade Fire — The Suburbs 
(MERGE RECORDS) 


Delphic — Acolyte (DANGERBIRD) 


Wild Nothing — Gemini 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 


LCD Soundsystem - This Is 
Happening virGcin) 


Kylie Minogue — Aphrodite 
(ASTRALWERKS) 


The Cure — Disintegration 
(Deluxe) (RHINO) 


KIRiS K. 


a.k.a. Clowny, Armando Criscione, 
Dr. Chocolate Pudding Jr, Meathead 


New Stuff From The Dudes: 
... The Ladies, The Ladies: 
Still Rockin’: 

Re-Issue Qwesomeness: 


Drive-By Truckers — 

The Big To-Do (ato) 

My favorite album so far this year. Athens, Georgia 
roots-alt-country-rockers get better with each re- 
cord. Guitars drive and rhythm shifts as the story 
unfolds. If | had a truck, or a car, this would defi- 
nitely be in my road trip soundtrack. And listen, | 
know there’s a girl in the group so no emails. 


Dead Meadow - Three Kings 
(XEMU RECORDS) 

More great riff-heavy stoner-grind from D.C.-based 
indie power trio Dead Meadow. Half live, half stu- 
dio. 


The Flaming Lips -— The Flam- 
ing Lips And Stardeath And White 
Dwarfs With Henry Rollins 

And Peaches Doing Dark Side 

Of The Moon (reprise RECORDS) 


Have you listened to Pink Floyd’s classic to death? It 
happens. Well, lucky you. The Lips and friends have 
updated the Dark Side in the dazzling neo-psyche 
way that only they can. Turn off the lights and strap 
on those ear goggles. 


Devo — Something for Everybody 
(WARNER BROTHERS) 

Thirty years on, having more fun than ever. See bo- 
nus DEVO section under re-issues. 


The Like — Release Me (DoOwNTOwN) 
Elastica meets Lesley Gore on the second effort 
from The Like. It’s a power-pop-garage-a-go-go! Put 
on your boppin’ shoes! 


The Living Sisters — Love To Live 
(VANGUARD RECORDS) 

Supposedly, in the before times, groups used to 
use their voices to sound nice. Well, it seems those 
times are back. L.A. based vocal supergroup The 
Living Sisters love to live and it shows. Beautifully 
sweet three-part harmonies over lush retro melo- 
dies make for a truly enjoyable and uplifting listen. 


Bill Kirchen — Word To The Wise 
(PROPER RECORDS) 

Legendary Commander Cody and Nick Lowe gui- 
tarist Bill Kirchen keeps it real with an all-star cast 
of friends. 


Roky Erickson & Okkervil River 
- True Love Cast Out All Evil (Ant) 


Psychedelic pioneer and cult hero Roky Erickson 
returns with a dark and beautiful concept album. 


Stooges — Raw Power (2-CD 
Legacy Edition) (sony) 

While the ’97 “Iggy Mix” remaster brought some 
of the power back, there was something a little 
artificial sounding in the heavy bass boost. This 
deluxe edition restores the original raw “Bowie 
Mix” and gives it the punch that the original CD 
release lacked.A full bonus disc of rare demos and 
live recordings.A punk masterpiece. If only “Shake 
Appeal” was |0 minutes longer. 


Devo - Q: Are We Not Men? 

A: We Are Devo! / Duty Now for 
the Future / Freedom of Choice 
/ New Traditionalists (Deluxe 
Remastered) 


(WARNER BROS.) 
Their first four albums are re-mastered with bonus 
tracks. Awesome! But if you want the real truth 
about De-Evolution, comb the used rock or col- 
lectibles sections for the long out of print Devo 


Hardcore Volumes | & 2 and Devo Live:The Mongoloid 
Years. Essential listening for all you spudboys and 
spudgirls. 


Willie Colon & Ruben Blades — 


Siembra (FANIA) 
Essential 1978 album from two of the superstars of 
salsa. Must own for any fan of Latin music. 


Buck Owens - Open Up Your 
Heart: The Buck Owens & The 


Buckaroos Recordings 1965-1968 
(BEAR FAMILY) 

Another incredible box set from do-no-wrong 
Bear Family label. The father of California country 
and the Bakersfield sound in all his mid-’60s chart- 
topping glory. Includes all 12 albums from the pe- 
riod. Treat your inner sh*t-kicker. 


The Room - Directed by Tommy 


Wiseau 

| know this isn't new, but | love it and it RULES! 
One of the most confusingly funny movies ever, The 
Room rewards repeated viewings. Picture Ed Wood 
Jr. directing your kid brother’s junior college play 
in the style of Lifetime Television. Add some (six!) 
steamy scenes and you have a bona fide B-movie 
classic! There are hundreds of related videos on 
YouTube, but this is my favorite. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kx-FcOiVF2A 


Los Angeles Lakers 2010 NBA 
Championship (DVD) 


No, it’s not in the thriller/suspense section. Relive 
the magic and the glory of the back-to-back 2009- 
2010 season! Gasol’s put-back! Artest’s put-back! 
Seven games against the hated ones! LAKESHOW 
FOREVER!!! 
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LAUREN 
LANDES 


get in the zone of positivity — 
not negativity — because we’ve got to 
strive for longevity. 


LCD Soundsystem -— 
This Is Happening (pra) 


bonus: google “Icd soundsystem disco flashback” 


Javelin — No Mds 12” (LuakaA BoP) 

via thrilljockey.com: “in performance, javelin will 
use colorfully painted boomboxes that form large 
speaker totems (‘boombaatas’) which can hang 
from the ceiling or stack up on the floor like pyra- 
mids. the signal from the show is broadcast via FM 
transmitter, thereby fostering audience participa- 
tion (b.y.o.boombox) or fueling battery-powered, 
mobile parties.” (bonus: google “javelin 2 ep”) 


Caribou — Swim (MERGE/CITY SLANG) 
wave after enveloping wave of bombastic electronic 
orchestration panning and phasing like there is no 
tomorrow whatsoever. slightly fewer face-melting 
drum fills are replaced by more exotic sonic palates 
and lush flourishes. headphones on + lights off. 


D] T. - Fabric 51 (Fasric) 

you are in the most electric club in london, you are 
with your best friends and supercool strangers, you 
are dancing as though your heartbeat could reani- 
mate a corpse, and you are listening to the sexiest 
minimal house your brain has ever processed. you 
are listening to dj t’s fabric 5! set. 


Joanna Newsom - Have One 


on Me (DRAG CITY) 

if winter comes, can spring be far behind? when 
farms are cleared, do emblements abound? a ques- 
tion poised predates a world confined, while mak- 
ing noise negates what would resound. my ears are 
gamboling around what might meander through a 
garden growing gold: a voice; some nymphs; such 
bright, peculiar light uncovers verses, ink-drowned 
sevenfold. such linked sweetness long drawn out 
to sea will spice the driest, confusing feelings — 
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the kind that bob and buoy by their free volition, 
swarming ‘round unseen sea things not fully grown, 
yet seldom watered down, as newsom thrives in 
mama nature’s gown. 


White Hinterland — Kairos 

(DEAD OCEANS) 

flighty, fragile, lady vocals careen and dawdle over 
haunted, expansive iterations and stark, heavy beats. 
music that lurks and loiters on your eartips. 


The White Stripes — Under 
Great White Northern Lights 
(THIRD MAN) 

any man with a microphone can tell you what he 
loves the most. 


Ariel Pink’s Haunted Graffiti — 
Before Today (4AD) 


cinematically climactic, capacious, contemplative, 
raucous, cacophonous, curiously addictive, frenetic, 
challenging, uncommon, incomparable weirdo ret- 
ro-future classic gems. mind-altering and spectacu- 
lar. (bonus: google “fact mix 152”) 


Under Great White Northern 
Lights - Directed by Emmett 
Malloy 


more footage of jack white inspiring everyone to 
work harder and better at everything. 


Exit Through the Gift Shop: 
A Banksy Film - Directed by 
Banksy 


“art is what you can get away with.” — andy war- 
hol 


HEALTH —- DISCO2 (Lovepump UNITED) 
this handful of remixes is like silk, made out of dark 
chocolate, that dances with you whenever you 
want it to. (bonus: google “anna cfcf remix”) 


Un Prophéte — Directed by 


Jacques Audiard 

deeply engrossing, richly developed storytelling 
powerfully conveyed by people you’ve never seen 
on a screen before, all brought to life by astound- 
ing cinematography. think shawshank redemption + 
blow. 


Rachel Grimes - Book of Leaves 
(KAIROS) 

keywords/reference points: solitary piano, birdsong, 
grizzly bear’s yellow house, john fahey’s dawdling 
phrasing, lying in a forest under a snowing sky, frogs, 
fractals, pointillism, tea. 


Tame Impala — Innerspeaker 
(MODULAR RECORDINGS) 

self-described as a “steady flowing psychedelic 
groove rock band that emphasizes dream-like 
melody.” black mountain’s tidal force + espers’ ex- 
ploring + panda bear’s ethereal chaos = prepare 
to get lost. 


The Most Dangerous Man in 
America — Directed by Judith 
Ehrlich & Rick Goldsmith 


100% rotten tomatoes. 


Ecstatic Music of the Jemaa El 


Fna — Various Artists (suBLIME FRE- 
QUENCIES) 
jah. 


Nippon Girls — Japanese Pop, 
Beat & Bossa Nova 1966-1970 
(ACE) 

much love to the bespectacled gentleman who 
brought this, and many other world comps, to my 
register. 


Twistable, Turnable Man: 
A Musical Tribute to the Songs of 


Shel Silverstein — Various Artists 
(SUGAR HILL) 

gather ‘round fellas, i’ll tell you some tales / about 
murder and blueberry pies ... 


Bonnie “Prince” Billy & The 
Cairo Gang - The Wonder Show 


of the World (prac city) 
throwback to the joya days. 


EI Secreto de Sus Ojos — Directed 


by Juan José Campanella 

spotted with psychological snippets of before sun- 
set + seven. this one will get into your head for a 
while. 


Tip: 

summer jamz, fastest to slowest; delorean - subiza; 
brazilian guitar fuzz bananas - tropicalia psychedelic 
masterpieces 1967-1976; various artists - psych-funk 101; 
cfcf - continent; bonobo - black sands; madlib - medicine 
show #4: 420 chalice all stars; julian lynch - mare 

summer verbage: this is your brain on music, 

by daniel j. levitin 

TED.com 


LUCAS 


I continue to broadcast my radio program, 
“Bright Moments,” (that’s !Oam-! 2pm) 
on the college independent radio station, 
KSPC 88.7 FM or online at www.kspc.org. 

Something needs to be done about 
mainstream radio.We can thank the Wave 

(BARF!) for myself having to stress to cus- 
tomers that Sting is not a jazz artist and 

that he can be found in 
the pop/rock section. 


Bill Evans — Intuition (FANTASY) 

Bill Evans, acoustic piano, electric piano; Eddie 
Gomez, double bass. Amongst his vast discography, 
Bill Evans admitted to many a revisit of this 1975 
album at home. | envision the “Chopin Of Jazz” 
playing along to this Fantasy label gem of ’75, bare- 
foot with cigarette ash gracing the pant-leg. This is a 
work that deserves further private study. | suppose 
that may be said of all Bill Evans’ output. Listening 
to this record in solitude pulls me into an expan- 
sive gamut of human emotion. | doubt Mr. Evans 
entertained guests at a party with these duets. All 
| imagine is a record revolving, an introvert pulling 
further inward if possible, and the spirits abound, 
baffled. 


Bill Evans — You Must Believe In 


Spring (WARNER BROS.) 

Bill Evans, piano; Eddie Gomez, double bass; Eliot 
Zigmund, drums. A very telling Charles Burchfield 
painting titled, “Yearning,” is on the cover of this 
album from 1981.The rain has ceased to the sun, 
crowning all that is alive and present in this life. The 
music herein seems born on an ever-changing mist 
of phenomena. Like Burchfield, Evans continued to 
create and refine despite trying times. Closing the 
first side to this LP “We Will Meet Again (For Har- 
ry),” is dedicated to his eldest brother who killed 
himself. Also, the “Theme From M*A*S*H ” — aka 
“Suicide Is Painless” — is this album’s finale. Bill’s 
reworking of this tune redeems that awful sitcom 
somewhat in my heart. Bill Evans was a fan of the 
show and could be seen watching reruns backstage 
between sets at Ronnie Scott’s in London. This al- 
bum was the final recording of Eddie Gomez as 
part of the Bill Evans Trio, closing the fruitful part- 
nership upon the highest of high. 


Bill Evans — Bill Evans, From Left 
To Right (wcm) 

Bill Evans, acoustic piano, Fender-Rhodes electric 
piano. This is the most easy listening/soundtrack 
fare of all Bill Evans’ discography (from 1970). This 
one sounds to me at times to be in the realm of 
moody-Morricone genius, enhanced by the orches- 
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tra handling of Michael Leonard. Certain Morricone 
sides are strictly to enhance relating to that signifi- 
cant other, so you must have this Bill Evans record 
on deck. An evening drive through Palm Desert 
with my lady went along nice to this recording; she 
was Anna Karina and | was Jean-Paul Belmondo, or 
she was Audrey Hepburn and | was Gregory Peck, 
you get the picture. 


Bill Evans — New Conversations 


(WARNER BROS.) 
Bill Evans, acoustic and electric keyboards. | love 
the bearded Bill Evans period. It wasn’t always that 
way. Before, | held prejudice against any record that 
bore his facial hair, but little did | know with the 
hair was the greatest of his playing. Yes, there are 
the classic Riverside and Verve records, but | found 
that the funky-bearded-Bill played the keyboard 
more fully. Plus, you don’t begin to appreciate the 
composer that Bill was until you explore the later 
years. The hands were more expressive; you could 
taste that Chopin, Debussy, and that Rachmaninoff 
sweeter. | cherish this record, because it truly de- 
stroyed this arrogance in me that if it isn’t from the 
’50s-’60s era it mustn’t be saying a thing. Since then 
| have found so much to offer from jazz music cre- 
ated well into the 1980s! So, this album from 1977 
is solo Evans with some double tracking on electric 
piano, save for Ellington’s, “Reflections In D,” which 
is solely acoustic piano. Fans of Conversations With 
Myself (1963), and Further Conversations With Myself 
(1967), are without the missing link to the trilogy if 
they don’t own this piece. 


Tip: 
Check Peter Pettinger’s book, Bill Evans: How My Heart 
Sings, on Yale University Press. 


NAKSSA 


Alps — Le Voyage (Tyre) 

Upon first listen if | hadn’t known already | would 
have imagined this a serious rare-vinyl score un- 
earthed out of the GRM musique-concrete library 
archives, a long-lost soundtrack-psych supergroup 
comprising of members of Popul Vuh, Goblin, and 
orchestral participants of the famed Vannier-Gains- 
bourg collaborations. But now I’m even more ex- 
cited to know it’s a new band | can proudly file 
next to my Broadcast records in the genius genre 
of new-old music done oh-so-well. 


Sibylle Baier — Colour Green 


(AMERICAN DUST) 
Reissued on VINYL! Yes! Belated legendary status 
aside (much like Vashti), it’s important in knowing 
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that Baier was never making music for anyone but 
herself, and that power and purity imbues the proj- 
ect with a certain unassuming dignity, though it’s 
just as important to rejoice in the fact that these 
delicate songs were also rescued from a far-too- 
precious path to disappearance. Check out direc- 
tor Wim Wenders’ flick Alice In the Cities for some 
of her music in the little exposure that she received 
in the ’70s. 


Thee Headcoatees — Punk Girls 
(SYMPATHY FOR THE RECORD INDUSTRY) 
Unearthed from my collection and re-lived. These 
girls and their guitars and the genius of Billy Child- 
ish ROCK. Best version of “Cara-lin!” This is a must 
spin for me, total dancefloor stomper!! 


Roland White — ! Wasn’t Born To 


Rock N Roll (TomPKINs SQUARE) 

A lovingly resurrected obscure solo album from 
1976 by mandolin-toting-maestro Roland White, 
brother of none other than Clarence White. Both 
siblings made serious bluegrass history as part of 
the Kentucky Colonels — and this record shines 
from deep within the oldtimey canon of bluegrass- 
folk greats. Re-mastered from original tapes, new 
reflections from Roland himself and annotated by 
Gene Parsons from the Byrds! 


Cloud Cuckooland —- Various Art- 


ists (FINDERS KEEPERS) 

Twenty quills plucked from krautrocks’ lesser 
known flock of birds. Kosmiche pop and artschule 
psych from Deutshland’s longest running indepen- 
dent label of its generation. 


Omar Khorshid — Guitar El Chark 


(Guitar of the Orient) (suaLime FRE- 
QUENCIES) 

I’m elated that Sublime Frequencies had the fan- 
tastic opportunity to compile, annotate, and reis- 
sue this fantastic collection of electrical-spiked 
guitar surf-rock-strumentals. I’ve been collecting 
this dude’s 45s on the Voice of the Orient/Lebanon 
labels for years, and I’m stoked that a compilation 
has come into fruition. Cheers! 


T.A.M.I. Show — Directed by 


Steve Binder 

The Beach Boys, The Rolling Stones, Supremes, 
Lesley Gore, Chuck Berry, Jan and Dean, Marvin 
Gaye, Smokey Robinson, James Brown DEBUTING 
THE CAMEL WALK AND JAGGER FOLLOWING 
IT UP all masterminded by Jack Nitzsche filmed in 
Electronovision with blonde go-go dancers galore 
... Need | say more? 


Emma Tricca — Minor White (eirb/ 
FINDERS KEEPERS) 

Melancholy bitter-sweet new folk by John Ren- 
bourn accompany-er, Emma Tricca. 


Maxxi & Zeus — The Struggle / 
The Cell 12% (INTERNATIONAL FEEL) 

A throwback to what Erik Satie called “Furniture 
Music” and what Brian Eno coined “Ambient” 
meets a deeper weird-trance hearkening the days 
of Global Communication and Amorphous An- 
drogynous. Balearic bizarre, highly recommended. 


Red Desert - Directed by Michel- 


angelo Antonioni 
Finally reissued! Now | can sell my VHS tape on 
eBay (sike). 


Blowup @ Hollywood Forever 
Cemetary 

I’m so stoked to have DJed this awesome event in 
the graveyard, presented by Cinespia (these are the 
best things about LA summers!!). I’m also now ona 
huge David Hemmings kick ... .“Talkin’ LA” on his 
solo record has to be one of the greatest rambles 
about Los Angeles, ever. 


400 Blows - Live !! 
Bonus Find: The Above Ground 


Sound of Jake Holmes 
(Big Sur Vinyl in the Woods record fair find!!) 





J. MARK 
BEAVER 


Phosphorescent — 


Here’s To Taking It Easy 

(DEAD OCEANS) 

Matthew Houck’s Phosphorescent has appeared in 
my MWL lists before, but never has my vote been 
more unreserved than now. This is the Phospho- 
rescent that I’ve been waiting to hear: a fleshed-out 
band, country-rock songs that lift off the ground in 
writing, playing, and tempo. This is what | have al- 
ways thought Houck capable of. Stand-outs:“Noth- 
ing Was Stolen(Love Me Foolishly),” “Mermaid 
Parade,” and a gritty-pretty ode to this glorious- 
stupid town we live in, “Los Angeles.” 


Joanna Newsom - Have One On 


Me (DRAG CITY) 

Joanna Newsom returns with another opus (three 
LPs-worth!) that, sure, could have probably been 
two, but nonetheless features her most mature 
work yet. After some challenges with her vocal 
chords, Newsom has shifted her style a bit to one 
that often echoes the young Joni Mitchell. Personal 
faves: “Good Intentions Paving Co.,” the very Joni 
Mitchell “In California,’ the heartrendingly paced 
and delivered “Jackrabbits,” “Esme,” and the closer, 
“Does Not Suffice.” 


Bert Jansch — L.A. Turnaround 
(DRAG CITY) 

So glad that Drag City re-issued this great Michael 
Nesmith-produced gem from 1974. Guest players 
include Nesmith’s long-term pedal steel player, 
Red Rhodes, Klaus Voorman on bass, Danny Lane 
on drums, and Nesmith, himself, lending some gui- 
tar and vocals. Drag City included, with the LP, 
an enhanced 4-track CD that features, “L.A. Turn- 
around: The Movie,” a short documentary shot 
during the recording sessions ... because they are 
awesome! 


John Zorn —- O’o (tzADIk) 

For any of you who think you know what a John 
Zorn album is gonna sound like but haven’t listened 
to one in the last, say, five to 10 years, you bet- 
ter think again. | listened to O’o (the name of an 
extinct Hawaiian bird) because the cover, with its 
lush, vividly colored drawing of plants and exotic 
birds, was just too pretty to be a John Zorn album. 
What | heard was just plain wacky: surf guitar, late- 
nite lounge vibraphones, modal jazz, and bird-song. 
| know it’s a little late, but | forgot to include it in 
the last MWL. Hear it. 
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The State — Directed by Michael 


Patrick Jann et. al. 

Years went by after The State announced that their 
complete collection would be appearing on DVD. 
| don’t know what happened, but . .. finally! If you 
aren’t aware of them, The State was a comedy 
troupe that made a brief but impressive appear- 
ance on MTV between 1994 and 1996. Some of 
the skits are legendary (“I’m gonna dip my BALLS 
in it!!!) and the troupe gave us better known and 
arguably more beloved product such as Reno 91/1, 
Wet, Hot American Summer, and Stella. 


Trombone Shorty - Backatown 
(VERVE) 

23-year-old Troy Andrews may be the single most 
famous musician within the New Orleans jazz 
community at the moment.AKA Trombone Shorty, 
he has been playing professionally since age eight 
and with Backatown (his Verve debut), he has paid 
back all those who have invested their belief in him 
over those few years. He not only plays trombone 
but also sings and plays trumpet, keyboards, drums, 
and other percussion and has delivered an album 
of diversely successful funk-jazz-rock meditations 
that groove in subtle and unusual ways. Thirteen 
originals and an Allen Toussaint cover each contain 
a muscled control of his particular take on the 
New Orleans tradition. There are elements that 
have echoes of Wayne Horvitz’ late-’80s work with 
his group, The President, but the thread of New 
Orleans funk is never fully severed. This is not the 
cakewalk you remember. 


NAR YANN 


Black Keys — Brothers (NONESUCH) 


Helen Stellar - If the Stars Could 
Speak They Would Have Your 
Voice . . . (HELEN STELLAR) 


Audra Mae - The Happiest Lamb 
(SIDE ONE DUMMY) 


Karen Elson — The Ghost Who 
Walks (x1) 


Nurse Jackie: Season I 


Brett Shady - The Devil To Pay 
(BRETT SHADY) 
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NATTREW 
DUNLEY 


I study the bass playing of James Jamerson, 
and the harmony of Duke Ellington. | love 
the planned chaos of Charles Mingus and 

the persistent fire of John Coltrane. 


Charles Mingus - OH YEAH 
(ATLANTIC) 

Not only did Charles Mingus design a program to 
toilet train your cat, but he also recorded this wild 
and untamed record. Perfectly designed and impro- 
vised on in every bar. Mingus sings on about half the 
material. Oh lord please don’t let them drop that 
atomic bomb on me! 


Luis Jimenez - Fury Of The 
Brave Bulls (crown) 

This is Luis Jimenez conducting music of the bull 
fights. Sinister and triumphant.Vision inducing. 


Rick James -— Come Get It 
(GORDY/MOTOWN) 

Rick James’ first record. You can’t resist. “You & I,” 
“Be My Lady,” and “Mary Jane” all in one place. Rick 
tears it up here and even the slow jams are jammin’. 
His voice is in amazing form. 


Tip: 
There really aren’t any bad Duke Ellington records. 


MW) 


NELODY OF 
NELDOY 


For those suffering from musical 
malnourishment, try these: 


Bruce Gilbert — This Way to a 


Shivering Man (ute) 

This 1986 solo release from the former Wire gui- 
tarist transcends the earthly and suspends itself in 
a transparent world between beauty & madness. 
Ethereal industrial music made by the otherworldly 
distant cousin of Chris & Cosey. 


Klang — No Sound is Heard (east 
FIRST PETITE) 

Fronted by the doe-eyed Donna Matthews of Elas- 
tica, this understated trio inspired by Neu! minimal- 
ism brings a timeless piece of pop solitude. Captur- 
ing the organic starkness of The Shadow Ring, and 
like Elastica generated on candle light. Like all good 
things, Klang came to an end shortly after this re- 
lease in 2004. 


Judy Nylon — Pal Judy (ON-U souND) 
Dub sawyy Amazonian of glam punk does down- 
town jungle pop. It’s a crime that anything this cool 
should exist! (1982) 


Serge Gainsbourg - 
Anna (Bande Originale de Ia 


Comedie Musicale) (mercury) 

Achingly stylish like the man himself, the music is 
a snapshot of ’60s technicolor youth, giddy, wistful, 
yet full of turmoil and chaos. With timing perfect 
orchestration done by Michel Colombier, by the 
track “Sous Le Soleil Exactement” I’m in a Franco- 
phile induced coma. A must-see musical in which 
the incomparable Anna Karina can be virtually in- 
visible behind big round nerd glasses, Absurd! Plus, 
featuring the coolest angry singing, possibly ever, 
done by oh so handsome Jean-Claude Brialy. | can’t 
get it out of my head. (1967) 


Thomas Leer & Robert Rental -— 


The Bridge (THE GREY AREA) 

A Scottish pairing of the pop sense of Thomas 
Leer with the home-cooked analog electronics of 
synth guru Robert Rental. A nighttime record for 
those who want a little menace in their mood.“Day 
Breaks and Night Heals” is ear-meltingly delicious. 
Like Bowie’s Low, the first side packs all punch and 
the second half of the album is languid instrumen- 
tals, starting with the feverish reverie of “Interfer- 
on.” So perfect. Sigh. (1979) 


Separado! — Dylan ‘Goch’ Jones 
& Gruff Rhys 

The search for a mythic Patagonian singing gaucho, 
Rene Griffiths, done in the mental silly but self-dep- 
recating ways of Super Furry Animals singer Gruff 
Rhys. So much Gruff it hurts. When and where this 
is released on DVD and soundtrack, watch it and 
you will instantly want to learn Welsh and change 
your name to “Chiffy.” 


NiCe AFL 
ROSAS 


The “quiet kid” in Used Rock. 
www. michaeldrosas. blogspot.com 


That said, these reviews are what happens when you 
procrastinate and run out of time. For that, | apologize. 


Delorean — Subiza (TRUE PANTHER) 
Subiza sounds like a drugged-out fusion of Spanish 
house music and indie pop. 


The Black Keys — Brothers 
(NONESUCH) 

This is an album by The Black Keys. The name of this 
album is Brothers. This album is a mixture of gritty 
blues and soul. YOU need to hear this album. 


The National — High Violet (44v) 
If you haven’t heard this record yet, then what are 
you waiting for? 


Local Natives — Gorilla Manor 
(FRENCH KISS) 

Take the layered orchestration of Arcade Fire, the 
vocal melodies of Fleet Foxes, and the Afro-pop of 
Vampire Weekend and you’ve got Local Natives. 
Songs so catchy you'll be singing along in no time. 
It’s simply amazing. 


Two Door Cinema Club — 


Tourist History (GLASSNOTE) 
Energetic, carefree, and catchy indie-pop 4 la Phoe- 
nix’s Wolfgang Amadeus Phoenix. 


The Dead Weather - Sea of 


Cowards (wer/THIRD MAN RECORDS) 
I's dark & twisty, loud & angry, and BADASS. 


Tip: 

Check these labels out on the internet for quality independent 
releases: 

Track Number Records www.tracknumberrecords.com 

Great Minds! [Formerly, Number 3 records] 
www.greatmindsrecordings.com 
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Sa 
A, 


NONALISA 


Deejay, music lover, Soul/Funk fanatic, 
Hip-Hop junkie, World music aficionado, 
Jazz enthusiast, Rock & Roll gangsta. etc. 


Timeless — Directed by B. Plus 
www.mochilla.com/timeless 

Timeless is a series of concerts recorded in early 
2009 in Los Angeles featuring live orchestral per- 
formances of some of Hip-Hop's greatest produc- 
tions and sampled works conducted by their origi- 
nal creators, with the added brilliance of composer/ 
arranger Miguel Atwood-Ferguson. Featured artists 
include renowned Ethiopian musician Mulatu As- 
tatke, the late Hip-Hop producer James “J Dilla” 
Yancey, and the brilliant unsung Brazillian musician 
Arthur Verocai. The J Dilla segment, entitled “Suite 
For Ma Dukes,” is hosted by and dedicated to his 
mother, Maureen Yancey, and features orchestral 
performances of Dilla’s productions weaved in 
with the original scores, as conducted by Fergu- 
son, as well as an appearance by Common and per- 
formances by De La Soul’s Posdnuos, Dwele, Bilal, 
Amp Fiddler, Shafiq Husayn (Sa-Ra), Talib Kweli, 
Dilla’s brother Illa J,and more. 


A portion of the proceeds from the sale of this box 
set will go to Maureen Yancey, the estate of James “J 
Dilla” Yancey, and Dilla’s family. 


Arthur Verocai — Arthur Verocai 


(LUV N HAIGHT/UBIQUITY RECORDS) 

When Arthur Verocai first released this album in 
1972, it was a commercial failure due to the state 
of affairs in Brazil during that time. In an interview, 
he says that he was so embarrassed by its failure 
that he hid the record from his family and never 
told his children about it. Crate digging producers 
unearthed the album and used samples for records 
by MF Doom, Little Brother, and Ludacris, and it 
became highly sought after by record collectors. 
It was reissued in 2003, and after a recent series 
of live orchestral concerts in Los Angeles and an 
upcoming concert in London, Verocai is finally get- 
ting the notoriety that he has long deserved. Fans 
of Gilberto Gil, Gal Costa, and Edu Lobo will en- 
joy this record. Music lovers of all ages and back- 
grounds will too :) 
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Eighties Ladies — Ladies of the 
*80s (SOUL JAZZ) 

In 1980, Roy Ayers put together a group of female 
background singers for a project: Sylvia Striplin 
(known for “Gimme Your Love”/“Can’t Turn Me 
Away”), Susan Beaubian, Marva Hicks, Vivian Prince, 
and Denie Corbett. This soulful jazzy boogie funk 
masterpiece is the end result and is well worth the 
purchase — the reissue price is way more friendly 
than the original price! Roy Ayers’ backing band 
also features Rick James, and he also worked on 
the LP as a co-producer. 


Res — Black Girls Rock 


http://www.the I res.com 

If you own her first album, How | Do, and you love 
it as much as | do, you'll buy it! Standout cuts are 
“For Who You Are,” “Not A Pretender” and “So 
What Am | (Sun Night Res),” which is very similar 
to “They Say Vision” from the first album. 


Tip: 

question: what’s the name of that song playing on the radio 
right now?!? 

answer: http://www.yes.com 


BUTTERTOCTH 


Nathan Lambert 


David Greenslade & Patrick 
Woodroffe -— The Pentateuch of 
Cosmogony 


Mandarinen Traume - Elec- 
tronic Escapes from the Deutsche 
Demokratische Republik 1981- 
1989 


The Time & Space Machine - 
Set Phaser to Stun 


Medio Mutante - Inestable 


This is Not an Exit — Manifesto 


#2 
DJ mix 


Susumu Yakota 


Bodytronix 
mega radness Hell DAD FreakTown 


Vintage Voltage 


plugged in prog, concrete pop, global robotic rock 


RVNG 

Deutsche Elektronische Musik: 
Experimental German Rock and 
Electronic Musik 1972-83 — Vari- 
ous Artists (SouL JAZZ RECORDS) 


Salem 


Radio Galaxia 
tracks selected by Dom Thomas, Andy Votel, Da- 
vid Holmes, Gaslamp Killer, Doug Shipton, Mahssa 
Taghinia, Gruff Rhys. 


//TENSE// —- Memory 


Full Frontal Disco 
mixed by Slash Fiction 


Autechre — Oversteps 


Michel Redolfi — Sonic Water #2 
Underwater Music 1983-1989 


Vangelis 

KOTO - The 12” Mixes 
Conforce — Machine Conspiracy 
Washed Out - Life of Leisure 


Kraut Rock! 


master echoes 


SURVIVE 


Spekrum Theatre Snakes - 
Twinkranes 


SPACE - Best Of 


Three 6 Mafia 


Prins Thomas Presents Cosmo 
Galactic Prism 


Klause Schulze 
Deadbeat — Radio Rothko 
Droids 


The Exploding Disco Inevitable 


selected by Dom Thomas 
Stellar OM Source 
J.P Massiera — Horrific Child 


Polyphonic Size - Saison 1979- 
1982 


LP box set 
Emeralds 


Bustin’? Out New Wave to New 
Beat: The Postpunk Era 1979-81 


Gesellschaft Zur Emanzipation 
Des Samples - Circulations 


PPU Video Party 
rare 1980-90 dance club and Private House Party 
Footage 


Cold Waves and Minimal 
Electronics, Vol. | — 
Various Artists 


Ex-Yu Synth Flavours Vol. #2 

Ex-Yu Synth Flavours sequel. New compilation is filled 
with space tunes, catchy melodies, timeless classics, 
genius compositors, and shaking beats. Every one 
of them in their own musical directions and cre- 
ations getered in Vol. 2 compilation to once again 
celebrate the golden age of Ex Yu Synth scene. 


Soft Metals: MIX TASTE 

01.Klein & MBO - Dirty Talk (Greg Wilson edit) 
02.A Guy Called Gerald - Voodoo Ray 
03.Cosmetics - Black Leather Gloves 

04.Lama - Love On The Rocks 

05.Chris & Cosey - Morning 

06.Severed Heads - We Have Come To Bless The 
House 

07.Oppenheimer Analysis - Radiance 
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08.Kazino - Binary 

09.White Noise - Love Without Sound 
10.Snowy Red - The Wild Boys 

| 1.Soft Metals - Another Goodbye 


Ex-Yu Synth Flavours: 

Ti Si Neko Staro Lice -(1981) 

Don’t stop - Sizike (1984) 

Mrak - Beograd (1982) 

Ne zovi to Ijubavlju - Data (1984) 

Beogradska devojka - Max&lntro (1984) 

Rudi - Bebi Dol (1983) 

Moja draga voli kurosavu - Oliver Mandic (1981) 
Miki Miki - Sladjana Milosevic (1983) 

Program tvog kompjutera - Denis & Denis (1984) 
Detektivska Prica - Videosex (1984) 


TommyBoy - Automatic Lover 
Mix tape 


TJ Laserphone - TJ mix 

“This 113-minute mix starts off with a very nice 
*champagne synthesizer’ effect realized by Edrupt 
as a toast to Arawa on its birthday! Cheers! ... And 
a lively party atmosphere strikes up on cue from 
the synthesizer by the Science Fiction Corpora- 
tion! About half of the tracks are edits or reissues 
but it’s all vinyl mixed on an Allen & Heath Xone 32 
(unique filter controls!). There are many surprises 
and twists to this mix, going many different places 
somewhat carefreely. | had a crate of select records 
and chose two at the start of each side. Then | just 
went for it! | actually played several more tracks at 
the end before realizing the tape had stopped! The 
next mix block will be all Library and X-ploitation 
grooves so stay tuned!” ~ Tape Jockey Laserphone 


Tape Mix Side A 

|. Science Fiction Corp.—Visitors of A.D. 2022 
2.The New Occupants — Interdigitation 

3.The Rockets — Imagine ESP 

4.R.Trostel — Digital Track 

5.Anna — Systems Breaking Down 

6. Greg Hawkes — Bee System 

7. Software — Julia’s Dream 

8. DJ Overdose — In for the Kill 

9. Elliott, Walter and Bennett — 
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2001 Space Odyssey 

10. Girolamo Ugilini — Soho 

11. Babla’s Disco Sensation 

12. Duncan Mackay — Sirius Ill Mark II 

13. Coco Bill — Evita (Inst.) 

14. Newcleus —Where’s the Beat? (Special Edit) 
15. Helicon — You See (Inst.) 

16. Legowelt — Black Bass (Cut) 


Tape Mix Side B 

|. Chris and Cosey — Walking Through Heaven 
2. Ofra Haza — Galbi 

3.The Rock Ranger — Talk Up With Love 

4. Paul Hardcastle — Rainforest 

5. Roland Sebastien Faber — Hommage | 

6. Heinrich Dressel — Porticus Aemilia 

7. Contra Communen Opinionem — 

Input Selection 

8. Experimental Products — Who is Kip Jones 

9. Manlio Cangelli — Night Dancer 

10. Original Tropicana Steel Band — Calypso Rock 
1 1.Africa Jet Band — El Fuego en Nosotros Todo 
12. Zodiac — Duel 

13. Cheaps — Moliendo Cafe 

14.Albion —Voodoo Safari 

15. Universal Energy — Disco Energy 


James Holden - DJ-Kicks ('k7) 


Ariel Pink’s Haunted Graffiti — 
Before Today (4AD) 


Alexander Robotnick — Ce N’est 
Q’un Début (HOT ELEPHANT MUSIC) 


Led Er Est — Dust on Common 
(WIERD RECORDS) 


Body Section - Various Artists 
Synth comp 


Tip: 
Search the “Blogs“! Follow the Links! ...> 
The MUSIC you “Want” - will Find YOU! 
eae edie ews ee ncees OWN: VinyLwes fete cen. 
se vee eee AMOEBA LOVES- ... 00. 0. cee cee eee 


OLIVER 


Mr. G - Still Here (R&EkiDs) 


Motor City Drum Ensemble -— 
Raw Cuts Vol. I (mcpe) 


Pantha Du Prince — Black Noise 
(ROUGH TRADE) 


Conforce — Machine Conspiracy 
(MEANWHILE) 


Caribou — Swim (merce) 


Tip: 
www.absurdrecordings.com 


OLIVIA 


Little Fugitive —- Directed by 

Ray Ashley, Morris Engel, Ruth 
Orkin 

A sweet film about a little boy who tramps around 
Coney Island for a day. The actors here are superb- 
ly organic. A big plus is seeing Coney Island as it 
was back then in the early-’50s. 


Pulp - Directed by Mike Hodges 
Mickey Rooney talks really freaking fast in this film. 
What he does and says is funny. Michael Caine is 
mmm mmm good. 


The House Bunny - Directed by 
Fred Wolf 

| was going to recommend Terror By Night, but just 
remembered this kooky ’lil romantic comedy. An 
ex-Playboy bunny helps a sorority save their chap- 
ter house. In related news, Hugh Hefner helped 
save the land surrounding the Hollywood sign from 
urban development. If you enjoyed You Don’t Mess 
With The Zohan, you'll like this one as well. 


Cat Power - Jukebox [Deluxe 
Edition] (Matador) 

Song legends like Pasty Cline, Billie Holiday, and 
Frank Sinatra made famous are tunefully re-in- 
vented here and sound brand new. They’re slowed 
down, sped up, and given lots of breathing room, 
thanks to Cat Power’s agility and ability to expand 
and create dimensions inside every song. | also rec- 
ommend her album, The Greatest. 


Jacqueline du Pré: Her Early BBC 
Recordings — Various Artists — 
Easy on the ear, good for your mood. It’s a stroll 
beneath shady trees on a hot day. 


PATRICK 
KEENAN 


Black Breath — Heavy Breathing 
(SOUTHERN LORD) 

“Deliver us some evil” — god damn right. Cultivat- 
ing their sound in a hurt locker beneath Seattle city 
streets, vocalist Nate McAdams, guitarists F Funds 
and E. Wallace, bassist Elijah “Beer Wolf” Nelson, 
and drummer J. Byrum spin metal yarns of witch 
eating, flesh drumming, and wizardry. Another 
sound release from Southern Lord. 


Ishman Bracey - Suitcase Full of 
Blues 1928-1929 (Monk) 


Along with other blues greats including Tommy 
Johnson, Ishmon/Ishman Bracey is of the Jackson 
school of acoustic blues. Sporadically accompanied 
by Charlie McCoy, the famous Nehi Boys, and Rosie 
Mae Moore, Vienna’s Monk label allows Bracey to 
fill two discs with quality country blues. Previously 
only peppered across a few compilations, Bracey is 
finally put in the limelight. 


RACHAEL 
NcGOVERN 


So much music, not nearly enough time. 


The Black Keys — Brothers 
(NONESUCH) 

A fantastic new album from The Black Keys, full of 
grit, soul, passion, blues, and rock. | can’t get enough 
of “Next Girl.” “Oh, my next girl will be nothing 
like my ex girl. | made mistakes back then. I'll never 
do it again.” 


Washed Out - Life of Leisure 
(MEXICAN SUMMER) 

This has been on repeat way more than any oth- 
er album lately, in part because it’s only six songs 
long and it always feels like it’s over way too soon. 
Washed Out is actually one man, Ernest Greene, 
performing all the instruments. Beautiful, 80s remi- 
niscent, electronic-based (but we keep it in rock), 
lush, almost spacey and atmospheric songs. There 
are lyrics but the words are fuzzy and almost unin- 
telligible, for the most part. But it’s so good. | can’t 
wait to hear more! 
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Jonsi — Go (XL RECORDINGS) 
Solo debut from Sigur Ros’ lead singer, Jonsi. It’s 
a lush, beautiful, whimsical, and orchestral album. 
Sung in both Icelandic and English. 


Goldfrapp — Head First (MUTE Us, 

Let me start out by saying this is not my favorite 
Goldfrapp album. So why include it in Music We 
Like? My first impression was that these songs 
were not as memorable or as obviously dancefloor 
ready as some of the previous albums. But after 
seeing Goldfrapp perform songs from the album 
live, she (and the songs) won me over. Turns out the 
songs | had considered unmemorable had made 
their way into my psyche after all and were, in fact, 
totally memorable and fun. The songs on Head First 
seem to bridge the dancefloor harder-edged pop 
of, say, “Ooh La La” or “Strict Machine” (which | 
prefer) with the softer side of Goldfrapp. But with 
an ’80s disco flair. 


Sharon Jones & The Dap-Kings 


- | Learned The Hard Way 
(DAPTONE) 

This is another album that did not immediately 
jump out at me, but won me over after seeing it 
performed live. Sharon Jones & The Dap-Kings 
have consistently put out soulful, funky albums that 
sound as if they were produced in a 60s Motown 
studio. | Learned The Hard Way is definitely less funky 
and has a lot less attitude than previous albums, but 
it still has the horns, the percussion, her amazing 
band, The Dap-Kings, and, of course, the incredibly 
powerful and entertaining Sharon Jones. Do your- 
self a favor and go see them live if you get a chance. 
They put on a SHOW and Ms. Jones is definitely 
the hardest working woman in show business. 


Radio Dept — Clinging To A 
Scheme (LABRADOR) 

Sweden's Radio Dept has put out another (albeit 
too short) album of gentle, dreamy pop songs. But 
that doesn’t do it (or them) justice. The songs are 
atmospheric and quietly full. They're not going to hit 
you over the head, but they will capture your heart. 
“Heaven’s On Fire” surprised me with its overt 
catchiness — in a good way! They usually tend to- 
ward the downer side of the pop spectrum, but the 
album overall seems to have a happier tone. 


Wild Nothing — Gemini (captureD 
TRACKS) 

If you like Radio Dept, you'll like Wild Nothing! 
Dreamy, soft, guitar pop with a nod to the ’80s. 


Some of my favorite recent singles: 

Minus The Bear:“My Time” (from Omni) 
Robyn: “Dancing On My Own“ 

(from Body Talk, Pt. !) 
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Crystal Castles: “Suffocation” 

(from Crystal Castles I!) 

Sorcerer:“Dayglow“ (from Neon Leon) — thanks to 
Buttertooth for turning me on to this! 

Kelis: “Acapella” (from Flesh Tone) — features my 
favorite new metaphor about love: “Before you, my 
whole life was acapella. Now a symphony is the 
only song to sing.” 

Broken Social Scene: “All To All” (from Forgiveness 
Rock Record) — if | could wrap myself in a blanket 
with this song, | would. 


Tip: 
Check out “What’s In My Bag?“ on Amoeba.com for glimpses 
into your favorite artist’s shopping bag. 


RACEEE v. 


Ojos Rojos — Dissapear (coprAsiDE) 
Great psychedelic indie rock from 909 favorites 
Ojos Rojos! Claremont in the house!! 


King Cannibal — Let The Night 


Roar (NINATUNE) 
Fierce Noize/Dubstep for fans of The Bug!! 


Oneman - Rinse — I I (RINSE FM) 
Nutty! 


Very Be Careful - Escape Room 


(BARBES) 
Hooray for local cumbia kingpins Very Be Care- 
ful and their new CD!! Catch them lighting up a 
dancefloor near you. 


D) T - Fabric 51 (Fasric) 

Pretty much every Fabric CD is totally dope. This 
one is no exception. Nutty and weird techy house 
strangeness! 


Elite Force — Revamped (u+a) 
This double CD is so dope. Instant rave energy for 
2010. Features a couple remixes by 6Blocc!! 


Yo La Tengo — Popular Songs 


(MATADOR) 
Yo La Tengo comes correct with another great al- 
bum ...can’t miss!! 


Tip: 

It’s time all you art and culture connoisseurs took a drive east 
and check out the Pomona Artwalk! It happens the 2nd Sat- 
urday of every month, from 5-9 pm. Eclectic galleries, music, 
farmers market, and tons more shennanigans!! 





RAFF 


Don’t fret Hollywood's regurgitation of 
public domain classics, Horror clichés, 
escapist sentimental clap-trap, C.G.I. 
video game cartoons, TV turds “re- 
imagined,’Michael Bay-ification & new 
depression era musicals. There is hope for 
quality out there. Look no further than 
the much maligned boob tube to give us 
the best writers, directors, and acting as a 
counterbalance to the contrived worship of 
dimwitted reality show whores. 
Deep within the recesses of darkest cable, 
on channels few dare to explore. 


DEVO - Something For Everybody 
(WARNER BROS.) 


Nighty Night Series I & 2 - 
Directed by Julia Davis 


A dark comedy about a self-absorbed sociopath, 
played to the hilt by Julia Davis (Human Remains/ 
JAM). Her disregard for the rights of others and 
self-serving tricks add insult to injury on her quest 
to eliminate anyone who gets in the way of stalk- 
ing her ineffectual neighbor’s husband. She turns 
on sexually inappropriate charm and domineering 
hostility with equal verve to dominate and humili- 
ated her victims in this most hilarious British gem. 
Also stars Felicity Montagu (I’m Alan Partridge) and 
Ruth Jones (Little Britain/Saxondale). 


Breaking Bad Season [-3 - 
Directed by Vince Gilligan 
Walter White (Bryan Cranston) has health care 
costs & terminal cancer so he puts his chemistry 
teacher skills to use cooking meth with a former 


student & burnout, Jesse Pinkman (Aaron Paul). The 
real chemistry is in the comically dark interplay 
of these great actors. The same week Lost ended 
with time-wasting unanswered questions and the 
predictable generic Unitarian church of the dead 
ending the writers swore wouldn’t happen, Break- 
ing Bad had a great episode which was about trying 
to kill a fly. We learn more about the mental state 
of the characters and had more drama teetering 
on the edge of a precariously placed ladder than 
six seasons of magnetic, time traveling islanders 
could muster. Consistently the best show on TV. 
| wouldn’t change a thing about it. If you like this 
show try: Mad Men / True Blood / In Treatment (Ga- 
briel Byrne). 


Head Case: Season | -3 - 
Directed by Alexandra 


Wentworth 

Shrink to the stars Dr. Elizabeth Goode (Alexandra 
Wentworth) is an unorganized, unqualified, inap- 
propriate, selfish & judgmental therapist whose un- 
conventional methods make her just crazy enough 
to treat the elite of the entertainment industry 
(Rosanna Arquette, Andy Dick, Lea Thompson, Da- 
vid Alan Grier, Christopher Lloyd, Jeff Goldblum, 
Jerry Seinfeld, Janeane Garofalo, Illeana Douglas, 
Sandra Bernhard, Jerry Stiller). 


Damages: Season | -3 - Directed 
by Glenn & Todd A. Kessler 


A well-paced mystery unfolds after we are shown 
flashes of the criminal end that befalls a character. 
We then flash back to what led them to the crime 
and every episode reveals more twists that keep 
you guessing. Glenn Close is a cold, conniving at- 
torney who will do anything to win. Her protégé 
(Rose Byrne) is ambitious and a bit naive to play in 
the hands of her boss. Ted Danson plays an unscru- 
pulous businessmen throughout the series. The 3rd 
season stars Lily Tomlin, Keith Carradine & Martin 
Short in a Ponzi scheme plot. 


Modern Family: Season | - 
Directed by Steven Levitan & 
Christopher Lloyd 


Mocumentary interviews at home with straight, gay 
& multi-cultural family members in a reality show 
parody. This became THE sitcom style after the 
success of The Office. It is flawlessly cast (Eric Ston- 
estreet, Ty Burrell), well written, and shockingly a 
huge hit. If you like this show try: Party Down (Jane 
Lynch, Megan Mullally), Parks & Recreations (Aziz 
Ansari, Amy Poehler), Community (Joel McHale, 
Chevy Chase), Man To Man With Dean Learner [PAL 
Region 2] (Richard Ayoade of Mighty Boosh/Garth 
Marenghi's Darkplace), The Book Group [PAL Region 
2] (Anne Dudek from House M.D.). 
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Psychoville Series | — Directed 
by Reece Shearsmith & Steve 
Pemberton 

The League of Gentlemen creators bring us a cliff- 
hanging comedy thriller with dark, ugly tales of 
blackmail, murder, deformities, and suspense. A 
bitter hook-handed clown, a blind recluse Beanie 
Baby collector, a lovelorn telekinetic dwarf, a serial 
killer-obsessed man-child, and a deranged midwife 
(Dawn French) all receive the same ominous mes- 
sage and are forced to confront their secret past. 


Terribly Happy (Frygtelig lykke- 
lig) - Directed by Henrik Ruben 


Genz 

A stylish Danish Noir where a police officer (Jakob 
Cedergren) is sent from Copenhagen to a small 
Danish village in South Jutland to replace the dead 
Marshall. He finds that the villagers ooze disdain for 
outsiders. He is drawn into the bleak atmosphere 
and deceit of a town where problems have a way 
of disappearing into the mud. 


Heartless — Directed by Philip 
Ridley 

Philip Ridley (The Reflecting Skin) returns to direct- 
ing with this strange horror film about a boy with 
a large heart-shaped birthmark over his eye and 
down his back. He is introverted and wants nothing 
more than to have the girl of his dreams. Strange 
happenings in the rundown community drive him 
to do anything for love. 


LoneLady — Nerve Up (ware RE- 
CORDS) 

sHArp / TenSe / sTaCCato / tWitcH / AnguLar 
askEw / Post-puNk / plUck / MiNimAl / Man- 
chester 


Tip: 
Watch Food Party on IFC for Pee-Wee style puppets and 
disturbing stories of food gone wrong. 


RANEEN 


Web Office 


Marcel Dettmann — Dettmann 
(OSTGUT TON) 

Deep, Dark & Dirty Techno.Amazing first album by 
Berlin native Marcel Dettmann delivers BIG with 
his debut full-length on Ostgut Ton. There’s usually 
a stinker or two on a full-length, but not here. Ev- 
erything is thoughtful and well produced. Definitely 
a keeper. Don’t sleep on this! Last time | checked 
there were a couple of copies in the “Dettmann” 
section. Once again, would love to hear a mixed 
version on CD by the artist. Labels need to step to 
the plate on this. 
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Alex O. Smith (aka Omar S.) - 


Ultra Fine One 12” (FXHE DETROIT) 
This beast of a producer got his hands on a 303 
and this record is the result. In the same vein as 


Armando, James “Jack Rabbit” Martin, Phuture, etc. 


Great record at domestic prices. 


Untitled 12” — Various Artists 
(LAID 006) 

Quality release from Dial sub-label, Laid. This is a vi- 
nyl-only label. 006 features solid deep house tracks 
from super hot producers: John Roberts, Christo- 
pher Rau, and Black Jazz Consortium (Fred P). 


Earth Tones 12” — Various Art- 
ists (SOUL PEOPLE MUSIC) 

Awesome three-track compilation with nothing 
but dance floor goodness. Includes: Move D, Steven 
Oh, and Black Jazz Consortium. Look out for Earth 
Tones Part 2! 


Luke Hess — Sound Mind EP 

(DEEP LABS DETROIT) 

Premier release on Luke Hess’ new imprint. Dance 
floor music for a dark, sweaty warehouse. 


Conforce — Machine Conspiracy 
(MEANWHILE UK) 

Amazing debut album from Dutch producer Bo- 
ris Bunnik (aka Conforce).Album has both vintage 
qualities as well as a very contemporary feel for 
the genre. Deep and dark.| see great things coming 
from this producer. Note:The CD has a few extra 
tracks. 


RANON AKA 
RADIUS 


Music producer/live beat performer. 
Recently relocated to L.A. from Chicago 
(I love you) 


Check me here: 
Soundcloud.com/Radiusone 
Myspace.com/radius 
Grittygoat.com 
Tslos.com 


j-Rocc V J-Man - J-Rocc V J-Man 
(STONES THROW) 

The Stones Throw/Beat Junkie crate fiend comes 
through in ways that only he can with an hour + 
journey of various funk, soul, Latin,and rare grooves 
from the legendary Jazzman vaults! Great for the 
beatdiggers and b-boys out there for sure... 





Four Tet - There Is Love in You 
(DOMINO RECORDS) 

Inspired by his London club residency, bringing 
the heavy 4/4 uptempo headnod bangers. Four Tet 
tracks grow bar after bar here and | love it that he 
never forgets his early experimental downtempo 
roots that made ’em famous before. 


Standout tracks:“Angel Echos,” “Love Cry,” “Plastic 
People,” “She Just Likes to Fight.” 


Bonobo - Black Sands (NINATUNE) 
Continuing where Days to Come left off, yet much 
harder and visually more epic. The perfect road trip 
music especially through mountains and hills (trust 
me, | did it from Chi to here). Plus Adriana Triana 
kills the three collabos on here beautifully, | await 
her full-length album later this year. 


Standout tracks: “Animals,” “Stay the Same,” “All In 
Forms,” “Kiara.” 


Erykah Badu — New Amerykah 
Part Two: Return of the Ankh 
(MOTOWN) 

The long awaited sequel— aka the left brain of the 
series. More deep party soul vibes than the first. 
Featuring some classic covers and beats replayed 
live. | was really happy to see some of my fave “un- 
derground” producers work with her including 
Ta’Raach, Georgia Anne Muldrow, and Madlib. 


Standout tracks: “Window Seat,’ “Gone Baby, 
Don’t Be Long,” “Agitation,” “Out of My Mind,” 
“Just in Time.” 


Madlib — Madlib Medicine Show 
#5: History of the Loop Digga, 
1990-2000 (sTONES THROW) 

What more could one ask for ...SP 1200 and SP303 
grittiness from the top alias king in the game.A col- 
lection of early and pre-2000 beat tracks, demos 
and raps, plus comic book art. 


Standout tracks: “Rapper X Radio,” “Episode VIII,” 
“Episode XV,’ “Episode XX,” “Real Days.” 


Daedelus — Righteous Fists of 
Harmony (BraiNFEEDER) 

In my opinion this is an epic movie soundtrack. | 
feel this is the most consistent/strongest Daedelus 
release I’ve heard. Short, sweet, and to the point. 
Heavy drum programming, superb synth work, 
flawless arrangements, and lush singing. 


Standout tracks: “Order of Golden Dawn,” “Stam- 
pede Me” (peep my remix on soundcloud.com/ 
radiusone), “The Open Hand Avows,” “Succumbing 
To.” 


Hypnotic Brass Ensemble -— 


Heritage EP (CHOICE CUTS) 

Chicago’s legendary Wolf Pack return with a mighty 
EP recorded in Dublin of various covers. Funk, 
Hip-Hop, soul, and spiritual jazz — they do it all. 
| remember seeing these cats downtown on State 
Street or in the subways back home. Super grate- 
ful to see ’em getting it in all over the place. The 
sons of Phil Cohran former Sun Ra trumpeter rock 
joints from MF Doom, Madlib, Outkast, Fela, Art of 
Noise, and more. Plus the cover art is so powerful! 
And you say CHI CITY!!! 


Standout tracks:All 5 of em! 


RAY RiCKY 
RiVERA 


On the clock: Hip-Hop buyer. 
Info, Soul & Hip-Hop dept. 
Off the clock: Singer/songwriter. 
Music producer. DJ Juan Lennon. 
Collector of ’70s Latin vinyl. 


Afrosound Of Colombia — 


Afrosound Of Colombia (vampisouL) 
This is a great compilation! It has over two-and- 
a-half hours of funky, salsa, bomba, boogaloo, and 
cumbia from the vaults of Discos Fuentes. Discos 
Fuentes is responsible for exporting some of Co- 
lombia’s most legendary records. Every record 
collector has a dusty Discos Fuentes original that 
they treasure. The music is compiled from the la- 
bel’s golden age from the 60s and ’70s. The liner 
notes are great and this is a must have for all lov- 
ers of classic Latin music. Thanks to Vampisoul for 
releasing this wonderful comp. Make sure to pick 
up other Vampisoul comps including Cumbia Beat & 
Back to PeruVolumes | & 2. 


Setenta — Funky Tumbao (FAT BEATS) 
Who knew that a band from Paris could be so 
funky! This album has everything to get your party 
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crack-a-lackin’. It’s Latin, Funk, Disco, Breakbeat, 
boogie down dance floor sweetness. Great for 
dancers, new music seekers, diggers & DJs. Go get 
it — it’s filed in the Soul section. 


Arthur Verocai - Arthur Verocai 
(UBIQUITY) 

Mr. Verocai is a legendary Brazilian composer, ar- 
ranger, producer, and songwriter. This album is tech- 
nically not a reissue, but was only once available on 
vinyl. The album is widely regarded has a masterful 
work of expression. When | first heard this album 
| was floored. It has great melodic structure and 
amazing use of strings ... layers and textures give it 
a cinematic feel that really captures the era of ’70s 
analog production. Go get it! Find it in the Brazil 
section in World. 


Flying Lotus — Cosmogramma 
(WARP) 

Flying Lotus is a pioneer of LA’s underground beat 
scene. He’s an instrumental scientist when it comes 
to production. This release has it all! Dubstep, 
Downtempo, Hip-Hop, Electro, Soul, Experimental 
... Heavy on the synth bass with big punchy drum 
beats. It’s what all the kids are bumping these days. 
Go find it in the Electro section! 


Very Be Careful — Escape Room 
(BARBES RECORDS) 

VBC has been a staple in Los Angeles for well over 
a decade. They are a freakin’ institution! They are 
a tight five-piece ensemble that specializes in the 
traditional form of Vallenato. Vallenato is Colom- 
bia’s form of the Cumbia. Support your local music 
scene and pick up this fun release. It’s filed in the 
Latin Pop section. 


Reflection Eternal — Revolutions 


Per Minute (warner) 
Talib Kweli & Hi-Tek are Reflection Eternal. If you 


are sick & tired of that watered-down radio “Hip- 
Hop,” then go get a copy of this! Nuff said. 


Sade - Soldier Of Love (cic) 

Sade returns with everything you’d expect from 
her. That's why | dig this record so much ... She 
gave us what we like ... Sade. 


Erykah Badu —- New Amerykah 


Part Two: Return of the Ankh 
(MOTOWN) 

She’s the champion of contemporary soul music. 
She’s edgy, she’s experimental, she’s classic. Unlike 
the previous album, this one finds Erykah belting 
out three-part harmonies over polished produc- 
tion. It’s great! You can chill out with a glass of 
wine or you can turn it up on a long road trip. 
Try it. 


The Bullets — Sweet Misery 

(JUMP UP RECORDS) 

Wow.| was impressed when | came across this one. 
These cats are really dope! Heavy Jamaican reggae 
roots with deep soul stylings that make you wanna 
skank & two step all day. | really love the organ 
work on this album. It compliments the lead vo- 
cal perfectly. The group hails from East Los Angeles, 
which is always a plus for me! 


Buyepongo -— Buyepongo 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

CUUUUUUUUUUMBIAAA! (cumbia). If you ain’t 
knowing, then you betta axe sumbody fool. 


Tip: 

My album, Neighborhood Fame, is filed in the Hip-Hop 
section. If you dig feel good Hip-Hop with catchy hooks, then 
check me out! www.rayrickyrivera.com You can also download 
a couple of my songs for free at amoeba.com! 
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RiCK FRYSTAK 


Enrico Rava — New York Days 
(ECM) 

Rava’s current jazz group bubbling and burning, 
Enrico ushering the way with his lovely expressive 
trumpet sound. Moodful excursions take the cere- 
bral taxi to Big Apple score and saga, Paul Motian 
included. 


Max Richter — Memoryhouse (Fat 
CAT) 

The Infra record is probably out, but I’m enthralled 
by Memoryhouse. With introspective cinematic vi- 
sion, Max’s set becomes his personal, delicate novel, 
the piano and electronik leading the various strings 
and sounds, going new places with each listen. 
Swooning sonic storytelling. 


Keith Jarrett/Charlie Haden -— 
Jasmine (Ec) 

Casual sessions at Keith’s pad yield lovely recorded 
respect and reverent nostalgia. Pastoral piano and 
double bass duets for any olde tyme, with virtuosic 
chops in spades, the notes just right. Is the cognac 
warm yet? 


Mick Karn - Each Eye a Path 
(MEDIUM) 

Bass guitar glide thrusts ambrosial cadences from 
styles past now. Mick brings his people to this luxu- 
riant, progressive music with keys, clarinets, vox, 
and tender beats. My prescription. 


Tristram Cary -— It’s Time For 


Tristram Cary (TRUNK RECORDS) 
Pioneering bloop-bleep electronics from the cre- 
ator of the EMS synthi, prog and psych tool of the 
ages. 1950s-1970s pieces for synthesizers, tapes, 
sound effects ....enchanting and whimsical. 


Curly Chalker — Counterpoint 
(STEEL GUITAR RECORD CLUB) 

Moving, grooving pedal steel guitar mastery with 
small group and some strings. Funky, jazzy feeling, 
with a swinging, romantic timeless beauty. “Mercy, 
Mercy, Mercy” to “The Look of Love,” Curly curls 
my synapses with joy and awe. Like ... butter. 


Steve Tibbetts — Natural Causes 
(ECM) 

Tender, sensuous processed guitar and percussion 
explorations. Tibbetts hones his pensive, prodigal 
sound to be here in this moment ...bits and pieces 
composed as whole, feeling and touching each par- 
ticle, making the grand portrait.A journey to love. 





Priscilla & Barton McLean — 


Electronic Landscapes (EM RECORDS) 
1960s to 1980s electronic and tape pieces lovingly 
delivered by EM Records of Japan, with gorgeous 
booklet to boot. The McLean family created rich, 
ornate compositions that transcend era and style. 
Voluptuous scenes of eclectic ear dialog, snapshots 
of dither, trending today timelessly. Wow. 


Karl-Ernst Sasse & Giinther 
Fischer — Kosmos-Soundtracks of 
Eastern Germany’s Adventures In 


Space (ALL SCORE MEDIA) 

“|... Kosmos brings together a collection of mu- 
sic from East German Sci-Fi movies from the 60s 
& ’70s. From groovy beat, to folk and through to 
ambient and weird electronic noises. Interspersed 
with vocal and electronic SFX from the movies 
themselves, listening to this collection is like taking 
a fascinating long and weird intergalactic journey.’ — 
label website. Couldn’t have said it better. 


Roland Haynes —- 2nd Wave (Black 
JAZZ) 

Dual Rhodes monster, a jewel-boxed hunk of 
cranked funk and right hand flourish. Soulful jazz 
scorch, maxed out by big men from LA ... the 
Lightsey ...the Franklin ...the Burnett. Iconic brew 
of the sound of the town then.We dug. 


Lage Lund - Unlikely Stories (criss 
CROSS JAZZ) 

Fierce jazz guitar angles and angel’s angst, explod- 
ing at the portal with young ambition. Lund plays 
greatly ... his thing, his style, fluxed from templates 
of players since whenever. Righteous riffage to my 
heart. 


Nené —- Bugre (METRO RECORDS) 
Furious and heavy Brazilian fusion, starring drum- 
mer Lima Filho, alias “Nené,” circa 1982. Shades of 
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Milton, Hermeto, and Egberto, with whom Nené 
batteria’d. Pumping palatial progressions with jass 
sizzle and solo, medium-fi Rio studio-sound preva- 
lent. 


Hiroaki Minami - Electronic 
Symphony No. I (omEGa POINT) 

Deep, resonant electro-acoustic music from the 
1970s, reflecting the sadness of the loss of Minami’s 
daughter. Cascades of sound-source dwell, flux, and 
peaks crystallize into fascinating audioscapes. Aus- 
tere cardboard packaging as well. 


Edward Larry Gordon - Present- 
ing Celestial Vibrations Through 


Edward Larry Gordon (UNIVERSAL 
SOUND) 

Gordon channels the 1978 cosmic messages 
through his zither rig for us to imbibe in 2010. 
Multiple 20-plus-minute takes of breathing, echo- 
y, stringy otherness shot straight to the third eye. 
Layers of harmonic modulation ring right-on. Later, 
he became, “Laraaji.” 


Charles Koechlin — Les Heures 
Persanes - featuring Kathryn 
Scott (Piano) 


Exquisite, enigmatic solo piano narration, brilliantly 
realized. Cryptic dissonance driven by undimin- 
ished ardor. 100 years of futuristic harmony, yet 
written in 1913, predicting much reverie to come. 
Eric Satie on Codeine. 


Obtain that “musical” instrument you’ve always wanted, and 
“play” it any way that suits you. 


RONA 


Basil is good for you. 
Nisennenmondai — Destination 
Tokyo (SMALLTOWN SUPERSOUND) 


Pan Sonic — Gravitoni (BLAsT FiRST 
PETITE) 
The final Pan Sonic album. 


Blood Axis — Born Again (storm) 


Peaking Lights — Imaginary 
Falcons (NIGHT PEOPLE) 


Alasehir — Torment of the Metals 
(IMPORTANT) 
3/5’s of Bardo Pond. 
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Jahtarian Dubbers Vol. 2 - 
Various Artists (AHTARI, GERMANY) 


Pantha Du Prince — Black Noise 
(ROUGH TRADE UK) 


Bloody Panda — Summon (Pro- 
FOUND LORE) 


ROXX 
KOLLYWOOD 


i work upstairs pouring over new release 
books, trying to make sense of what has 
become of the music business ... 


LCD Soundsystem - This Is 
Happening (pra) 


The National — High Violet (44D) 


Great Lake Swimmers - Lost 


Channels (NETTWERK RECORDS) 

Came out last year but it must be heard ... buy 
it, especially if you are into singer-songwriters/folk/ 
acoustic type music. 


Tracey Thorn —- Love and Its 
Opposite (MERGE RECORDS) 


The T.A.M.I. Show — Directed by 
Steve Binder 


Inglourious Basterds — Directed 
by Quentin Tarantino 





Classical Buyer for Amoeba Hollywood 
Previously Senior Manager for 
Catalog Music at Wherehouse 

Entertainment and Virgin Megastores 


Adés —- Violin Concerto (EM) 

This new recording of brilliant young English com- 
poser Thomas Ades features his Violin Concerto 
titled “Concentric Paths” played by Anthony Mar- 
wood along with the orchestral work Tevot con- 
ducted by Sir Simon Rattle. 


Nelson Freire — Chopin: The 


Nocturnes (DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON) 
Superb Brazilian pianist’s long-awaited recording of 
the Chopin Nocturnes on DG. Freire, now 65, is 
one of the great masters. 


Osvaldo Golijov — La Pasion 
Segun San Marcos —- Conducted 
by Maria Guinand 


There has already been a recording of Goilijov’s 
setting of the St. Mark’s Passion but this one with 
the Simon Bolivar Youth Orchestra of Venezu- 
ela conducted by Maria Guinand is even finer. This 
work which incorporates World Music has been 
hailed as the first great classical work of the 2Ist 
century. 


Jonas Kaufmann - Sings Mozart 
and Schubert (DEccA) 

Jonas Kaufmann, who is quickly becoming the most 
important tenor of his generation, explores the 
works of Schubert, Mozart, and Wagner. 


Roy Harris - Symphony #5 and 
#6 — Conducted by Marin Alsop 
Neglected American master Roy Harris gets his 
due with conductor Marin Alsop’s suberb Naxos 
recordings of his Fifth and Sixth Symphony (subti- 
tled “Gettysburg”). Harris, once widely performed 
in the ’30s and ’40s, has gone through a decline but 
recordings like this will cause a reevaluation. 


Anna Netrebko - In the Still of 


the Night (DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON) 
Russian Soprano Anna Netrebko who, in addition 
to her superb voice, has become famous for her 
great beauty has recorded this superb recital of 
Russian songs accompanied by Daniel Barenboim. 


ANDORKAPPEN 


death is eternity 


The Bastard Noise — 


Rogue Astronaut (THREE-ONE-G) 

Space noise music about astronauts lost in space. 
Eeriely repressive and claustrophobic sonic drone 
expanse stirred up and further disturbed by the 
most inhuman vocalizations imaginable from THE 
Eric Wood ... Death in deep space. Hopelessness. 
Endlessness. Meaninglessness. Infinity — Nothing- 
ness. Fuuuck. So awesome. So very painfully awe- 
some. This is the Skulls’ noise incarnation’s crown- 
ing moment thus far. Possibly one of the most 
entertaining and most fearsome noise releases . . 
. EVER ...Also very, very good is the unforgivingly 
monumental und monstrous five-CD set entitled 
Our Earth’s Blood Vol. IV (on Cathartic Process) — 
featuring countless collaborators and guest vokil- 
lists. If you have 30 some bucks to drop on a CD 
release this year, drop it on this one. Intense and 
intricate noise art requires intensive listening hab- 
its — much like with all challenging musics and art 
of all forms. Ya? Yaaa??? ... And well then, let us not 
ignore the stellar split release (on 20 Buck Spin) 
between the newly-formed bass/drums/noise/ 
vokills incarnation of THE BASTARD NOISE and 
THE ENDLESS BLOCKADE, entitled The Red List. 
A stunning return to the late M.I.T.B’s final gold- 
en era-of anthemic ultrabrutal uber-prog sludge 
monolithicism. Seriously, WOW. If not yet already, 
please dig into the finite but limitless MAN IS 
THE BASTARD catalog. Only though, if you sup- 
port heavy-handed crust/noise/sludge/prog/power/ 
violence righteousness wholeheartedly. See Scott 
Carlson’s review of A Culture of Monsters — the 
latest B.N. full-length, which | have not yet heard. 
Grrr! Other than that, I’m sure there are plenty 
of excellent releases out there | too care about, 
right now | simply can’t think of any. Oh yeah,ACRE 
is awesome. Ultraminimal maximalist pure drone 
from PDX. There. Lookit. UP!!! 


Tip: 
if you truly care about music, it’s truly important to support 
underground music. 
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SCOTT 
BUTTERWORTH 
EST. 1984 


Japandroids — Younger Us 7” 
(POLYVINYL RECORDS) 


Wavves - King of the Beach 
(FAT POSSUM) 


Christina Aguilera -— Bionic (Rca) 
Sleigh Bells — Treats (Mom + Pop) 


Mumford & Sons - Sigh No More 
(GLASSNOTE) 


BT - These Hopeful Machines 
(NETTWERK) 


Best Coast -— Crazy For You (mexi- 
CAN SUMMER) 


Crocodiles — Sleep Forever (Fat 
POSSUM) 


Crystal Castles — Crystal Castles 
II (FICTION) 


The Pains of Being Pure At 


Heart - Say No To Love 7” (sLum- 
BERLAND) 
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Baths — Cerulean (ANTICON) 


The Radio Dept - Clinging to a 
Scheme (LABRADOR) 


Greenberg - Original Motion 
Picture Soundtrack .virGIN RECORDS) 


Greenberg — Directed by 
Noah Baumbach 


Shout Out Louds — Work 
(MERGE RECORDS) 


Fang Island — Fang Island 
(SARGENT HOUSE) 


LCD Soundsystem - This Is 
Happening (pra) 


SCOTT 
CARLSON 


No, the other Scott Carlson. 


The Bastard Noise — A Culture 


of Monsters (DEEP six) 

The Bastard Noise (who, with the addition of Joel 
Connell on drums, would only need Aaron Kenyon 
added to the fray in order to be a full-fledged Man 
is the Bastard reunion), with their latest album A 
Culture of Monsters, has unleashed their second 
release as a proper band (Eric Wood: bass/vocals, 
Bill Nelson: noise, Joel Connell: drums) after an 
unbelievable/insurmountable amount of noise re- 
leases on various formats/labels, and with various 
collaborators. What can be expected on this album 
is a very Man is the Bastard-like shred, with the 
requisite level of technicality, musicianship, political 
ethos, and aggression, and it features a reworking of 
a Man is the Bastard presumably for the diehards. 
Translation: essential purchase. 


High on Fire — Snakes for the 
Divine (1) 

It can be said that, at this point, High on Fire should 
be categorized as dependable (as opposed to pre- 
dictable). Snakes for the Divine once again delivers 
with High on Fire’s unique combination of an in- 
dividual sound that, in tandem, pays reverence to 
sundry old-school Metal archetypes (Motorhead, 
Celtic Frost, and various others of similar ilk). A 
few criticisms have been vocalized in regards to 
this album (a somewhat more polished production, 


vocals high up in the mix, etc.). Regardless of these 
minor quibbles, High on Fire clearly remains a force 
of power and consistency that shows no sign of let- 
ting up. Tracks such as “Fire, Flood and Plague” and 
“Holy Flames of the Fire Spitter” should hopefully 
convince those in doubt of High on Fire’s still-high 
level of quality and relevance. 


The Magic Lantern — Platoon 
(NOT NOT FUN) 

With Platoon (and the companion 7” Show Stopper) 
being the release(s) signaling the hiatus of Long 
Beach’s Magic Lantern, the listener is left search- 
ing for current bands of a similar sound to follow. 
The unfortunate truth, though, is that one would 
be hard-pressed to find another band with the 
synergy and quality that Magic Lantern has shown 
on their releases, up to and including both Pla- 
toon and Show Stopper. To put it simply, there are 
a fair amount of bands/artists putting out layered, 
stretched out, reverb and delay-drenched, improvi- 
sational psychedelic music these days, but few who 
sound as natural doing it. 


Triptykon - Eparistera Daimones 
(CENTURY MEDIA) 

It is normal (and some would say natural) for the 
average music fan to meet with skepticism a release 
coming so long after what is in the consensus view 
an artist’s seminal period. Tom Gabriel Warrior (he 
of Hellhammer and Celtic Frost fame), at this point 
going relatively steady for around 20 years, clearly 
has a fair amount of creativity left, and his views on 
topics such as organized religion, desolation, and 
society have not lessened in their extremity. Some 
modern touches have been added to a sound that 
Warrior has remained committed to for the du- 
ration of his output, and Warrior has once again 
shown himself to be an artist of note. For the av- 
erage metal fan, anything he puts his name on is 
at least worth a listen, but the fact that Eparistera 
Daimones is more than simply yet another dispos- 
able release by a longtime legend in the field is a 
testament to Tom Gabriel Warrior’s talent. 


The Magic Lantern - 
Show Stopper 7” (NOT NOT FUN) 


Philip Cohran and the 

Artistic Heritage Ensemble -— 
The Spanish Suite (zu.v) 

Philip Cohran’s recently re-released material (On 
the Beach, The Malcolm X Memorial,The Spanish Suite, 
etc.) is the rare example of a body of work rel- 
egated to relative obscurity, yet which completely 
delivers, leaving the as-yet uninitiated thinking 
“Why didn’t | hear this before now?” Cohran, who 
did time in both Sun Ra’s Arkestra and the AACM 
(which he helped found), is one of those cursed 


artists who collaborate with soon-to-be famous 
artists (Pete Cosey, members of The Pharaohs/ 
Earth Wind and Fire), yet gets left out of the light 
on notoriety. The Spanish Suite, subtitled Martina, 
Delores & Marguirite, is one 40-minute track ex- 
ploring various Spanish themes, linking them with 
jazz (spiritual and otherwise) and African aesthet- 
ics.To the adventurous listener, The Spanish Suite (in 
addition to his other works as band leader) should 
fall into a realm ranging anywhere from surprisingly 
good to semi-classic.All credit (and gratitude) goes 
to Lucas for introducing me to Cohran’s work. 


Lightning Swords of Death - 

The Extra Dimensional Wound 
(METAL BLADE) 

No one will ever accuse the Black Metal com- 
munity of releasing too few albums. In all honesty, 
there is a glut of releases under the Black Metal 
banner being released currently — too many to 
realistically digest, even if one was so inclined. With 
Black Metal pioneers such as Burzum and Dark- 
throne being more than outspoken in reference to 
the heyday of the genre being from 1991-1993, and 
that the genre is at this point more or less a rehash, 
those bands with a unique and/or fresh take can’t 
help but stick out from the pack. Lightning Swords 
of Death is one of these bands. On The Extra Dimen- 
sional Wound, Lightning Swords show themselves to 
be on the top of their game, combining in judicious 
portions Black Metal, Punk Rock tempos, and an 
early Metal/Motorhead-like stomp, all the while 
maintaining the levels of aggression, energy, and 
melancholy that a Black Metal fan would expect. In 
addition, besides Lightning Swords, how many Black 
Metal bands can you name that feature a bass solo 
in their live performance? 


SCOTT 
KiWIRST 


| plan on living in a 1920s bungalow 
in the woods of North Carolina, but until 
then I’m living in Hollywood, working at 
Amoeba, and listening to records by bands 
from Ohio and drawing that little pigeon 
character on everything. 


Devo — Duty Now For The Future 
(WARNER BROS.) 

Devo’s second album came out in 1979 and is now 
re-issued and re-mastered for your perverse listen- 
ing pleasure. J Mark says they’re too old to play it 
live, and he has a valid point. It’s a tour-de-force of 
fractured rhythms and bonkers beats that begins 
slowly with the “Corporate Anthem” and then jets 
off into the ionosphere. “Smart Patrol/Mr. DNA” 
stands out as a Devo classic, slowly building into 
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a frenzied account of modern-day suburban bore- 
dom and alienation even more relevant now than 
it was then. Some things never change. Duty Now 
For The Future! (If there is one). 


Devo — New Traditionalists 
(WARNER BROS.) 

This re-mastered re-issue sounds perfect. Origi- 
nally released in 1981, New Traditionalists finds Devo 
at their nihilistic best. They've started dressing like 
Thunderbirds characters and wearing plastic hair. 
They've abandoned all goofiness and embraced 
full-on cynicism in their lyrics. Nothing matters 
anymore and, oh boy, do they know it. “Beautiful 
World,” buried deep on side two, is a Booji-Boy 
classic, an anthem of thoroughly crushing defeat 
that sums up the Devo aesthetic of the early ’80s. 
Cold War attitude kept alive with those warm and 
fuzzy synthesizers ... 


Electric Eels — Agitated/ 


Cyclotron 7” (AGITATED RECORDS) 

A Record Store Day release in the UK, limited to 
300 on red vinyl. Proving perhaps once and for all 
that the record buying public in the UK is cooler 
than us. None of this matters though except for the 
fact that “Agitated” is one of THE most belligerent, 
abrasive, disturbing, and funny songs ever written. 
It’s the sound of fresh alcohol-induced hobo vomit 
baking on a hot, broken summer sidewalk. You 
know the stench. It’s common here in Hollywood. 
Well, imagine a soundtrack to go with it. This is it. 


Mirrors — Something That Would 


Never Do (VIOLET TIMES/HOVERCRAFT) 

If Arthur Lee or Roky Erickson fronted the Velvet 
Underground or if Simply Saucer had Eddie Hazel 
in the band they might have sounded like the Mir- 
rors. The songs change tempo like some bad drugs 
kicking in and taking over. There is definitely some 
Kraut-Rock influence in there too and plenty of 
FUZZ to go around.What were these guys on any- 
way? Model airplane glue? Spray-paint? Heroin and 
speed? Were they just messed up from living in a 
polluted industrial wasteland with nowhere to go 
but into the murky waters of the Cuyahoga Riv- 
er which runs through downtown Cleveland and 
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actually caught on fire in the ’60s, being so full of 
industrial waste? An apocalyptic band for an apoca- 
lyptic town. Get it before it vanishes like a dinosaur 
into a tar-pit. 


Wipers - Out Takes (jAckPoT) 

| jettisoned my review of the Cleveland Greyhound 
Station’s art-deco architecture and abandoned my 
Ohio theme so | could write up this Wipers LP. You 
MUST hear the versions of “Youth of America” and 
“Romeo,” so raw and intense that you'll have to 
scrape yourself off the floor when you’re done lis- 
tening to them.The rest of the songs on this LP are 
what Northwest punk was all about. Urgent, hon- 
est, timeless loser anthems belted out in the pissing 
rain and sticking to you like moss on a rock. 


Tip: 

Terry Smith is a folklorist from Ohio and security guard here 
at Amoeba and at various Hollywood nightclubs. He’s as 
quotable as Yogi Berra and just as lovable. He’s the go-to guy 
for advice and stories about anything and everything. He’s an 
eating machine. Get to know Terry Smith from Ohio. 


SHAN 
BEASTE 


(Rock Floor Denizen) 

International Woman 

Of Mystery & Intrigue: 
Mind Reader, Musician, Producer, 

Miniature philosopher. 

Girl-Group enthusiast. 
Spector, Morton, Lieber & Stoller, 

Carol King paramour. 


Jesus Makes The Shotgun Sound 
—- Damnant Quod Non Intelligunt 
(AH RITUALISM) 

Sinking. 


Los Angeles’ haze slows the brain to a thick ge- 
latinous crawl, an oozing blob with minimal activity 
barely sustaining essential bodily functions. There 


are but a few antidotes to the venomous urban 
sprawl. This is one of them. 


Pulsating basslines and pounding drum-machines 
propel this monstrosity deep into the cerebrum, 
where it festers and lingers. It calls to you late at 
night, pleading, “hear me.“ It is not comprehended 
fully and it will be eons before that happens. They 
condemn what they do not understand, and this 
... this behemoth will crawl and claw its way into 
you, becoming you until there is no distinction be- 
tween yourself and the frantic myriad samples and 
weeping, the few guitars that peer out from the 
depths are crystalline and cut like knives. Without 
mercy it moves along, bringing you with it for the 
ride whether or not you are prepared for the laby- 
rinthian twists and turns. 


Try to understand. 
Please call me. 
www.ahritualism.com 
www.myspace.com/jmtss 


SPENCER 


Tijuana Panthers - Tijuana 
Panthers 


In a Cloud: New Sounds from 

San Francisco — Various Artists 
(SECRET SEVEN RECORDS) 

Secret Seven Records recently released In a Cloud, 
a compilation of 14 unreleased tracks from some 
of SF’s best up-and-coming talent including Kel- 
ley Stoltz, The Fresh & Onlys, Ty Segall, Thee Oh 
Sees, Sandwitches, and many other cool new bands. 
It’s really great. I'd compare it to a modern “Rainy 
Day” (the David Roback compilation/project with 
Suzanna Hoffs). 


Paul Messis — Lost and Found 


b/w I Gotta Go 7” 

(13 O’CLOCK RECORDS) 

A modern Brit doing some sweet garage rock 
tunes. 


Wet Illustrated — The Corvette 


City 45 7” (CORVETTE CITY RECORDS) 

I’m still not exactly sure how to describe Wet Il- 
lustrated’s sound, but | know that | like it. If you 
were to hear it on the radio you might over-think 
when it was from: the later glam ’70s era? Power 
pop 80s? It draws on a lot of cool sounds, but it’s 
uniquely modern and something that no other 
bands are doing right now. Recorded by Tim Co- 


hen of The Fresh & Onlys, this is one special band. 
Get your hands on them quickly, they were pressed 
in a small batch. 


Neverever — Angelic Swells 
(SLUMBERLAND) 


Ariel Pink’s Haunted Graffiti — 
Before Today (4AD) 


When | heard Ariel Pink’s new record was going to 
be put out on 4AD, | was a little skeptical that the 
recordings weren’t going to have the same unique 
feel. Whoever recorded it did a great job, because 
even though it has the studio sound, it maintains the 
Haunted Graffiti vibe and integrity. Like any good 
Ariel Pink record, it has both it’s catchy and weird 
moments. In an LA Weekly interview, Ariel Pink was 
quoted as saying he felt this was in a way his first 
album. Now that | can trust his career in the post 
lo-fi world, I’m excited to hear future records. 


Best Coast -— Crazy For You (mexi- 
CAN SUMMER) 
California-Babe-Rock 


God Help The Girl - Stills 10” 
(ROUGH TRADE) 

Stuart Murdoch=One of the greatest songwriters, 
ever. Give great pop songs to hot Scottish girls who 
are also great singers, and you have quite the lovely 
combination. 


Kevin Dunn —- No Great Lost: 
Songs 1979-1985 (CASA NUEVA) 


Have you been flirting with that girl from American 
Apparel with such nuance that there is a question 
about whether or not she even knows you exist? 
Well it’s time to end all of that. You saw her at the 
Echo, you know she likes good music. Perhaps you 
should officially introduce yourself first. But then, 
what you want to do is go back to the cave you're 
renting from your parents and make her a mix with 
at least one song from this Kevin Dunn compila- 
tion. May | suggest “AG.” It’s the kind of minimal 
post-post song that is obscure and strange enough 
to let her know you’re not the average guy, but 
catchy enough to make her want more. Also, don’t 
fill up all 80 minutes on that CD; keep it to like 10 
songs. PS. If you’re that girl — you know where | 
work. 

Tip: 

KXLU 88.9:Wednesday mornings 9am-Noon — “Reverbera- 
tion” (In full disclosure I’m a parttime host on this show.) 


Also, if you live on the Westside but youre not into listening to 
Lady Gaga every time you go out, The Townhouse in Venice on 
Monday nights has a couple of cool dudes who play groovy 
tunes. 


And last but not least, if you like the sun, sand, and the ocean, 


you might enjoy listening to the Allah Las - www.myspace. 
com/allahlas 
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TERRY 
SMiTe 


Security. Father of 3 young women. They 
are all grown up now. My youngest gradu- 
ated and is going to USC with her sister 
next year. My oldest is going back to school. 
I’m very proud & | love them with all my 
heart! They are my life. 


Karate Kid (2010) - Directed by 
Harald Zwart 


| was surprised that this movie was as good as it 
was. My daughters took me for Father’s Day and 
they were all crying. | think Jackie Chan & the Smith 
kid were great. 


The A-Team (2010) - Directed 


by Joe Carnahan 

When | saw the previews | thought to myself, “No 
way!” But it was really good. They replaced each 
character well. Rampage surprised me as BA. ALL 
of the characters were good! 


She’s Out of My League - 
Directed by Jim Field Smith 


| thought this movie was hilarious! We all get lucky 
sometimes. Everything happens for a reason. A 
must see. 


Avatar — Directed by James 


Cameron 
| saw it three times. | want to live there when | 
grow up or retire or right now. | loved it!! 3D only. 
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Crazy Heart - Directed by 


Scott Cooper 

Another old guy hanging in there! | always like 
these movies — when the old guy struggles but 
hangs in there & does whatever it takes to make 
it through life. 


TUNA 


What's the Jam. 45 Jive. 
Do it! Do it! 


Refused — The Shape of Punk To 


Come (cPITAPH) 

Refused has this huge place in my heart; sparking 
sounds, ideas, questions, and resistance engulfing 
my youth.And it still holds up. Too fast to be chuggy 
hardcore, too chuggy to be crust; Too tough to be 
Posi, too posi to be tough.All truth, no bullshit. Re- 
issued in all its glory, gatefold double LP download 
code for the album & live recording, AND you get 
the Refused are effing Dead DVD too. Mega deal? 
Yes. Refused! Party! Program! 


Celestial Navigations: Short Films 
of Al Jarnow — Directed by 


Al Jarnow 

Al Jarnow is a nut. He’s got two eyes & he’s got two 
hands. Both are magic. An inspired and inspiring 
collection of shorts; almost two hours of captivat- 
ing animation, most of which you’ve seen growing 
up and had no idea who did it, or how it was done. 
You were just happy that yaks and rocks were part 
of your childhood. Recommended for anyone with 
eyes. Yeah! Yeah! Yeah! 


Charlotte Gainsbourg — Sunset 


Sound Session 7” (ELEKTRA/BECAUSE 
MUSIC) 

Two live tracks on one tiny record. “Heaven Can 
Wait” (the circus version!), is a playful stomp and 
a breath of fresh air. Accompanied by Beck, it’s all 
swagger no stammer. It’s the perfect counterpart 
to the b-side, “IRM,” that focuses on her delicate 
vocals over eerie whistles and beeps, driven by al- 
most uncomfortably heavy drums, that creeps you 
out a little, but intrigues and inspires you all the 
same. Dear Charlotte, You should hi-five Beck, and 
tell your mom and dad thank you. You’re pretty ef- 
fin awesome. Love, Tuna. 


Night Birds — Night Birds 7” 

(GRAVE MISTAKE/DIRTNAP RECORDS) 

Night Bird’s self-titled 7” is a slap in the face of 
surf-twang fast chord geetar playing, super precise 
drums, and overly-snotty vocals. One part Ventures, 


one part Agent Orange, a pinch of Descendents, 
and a whole lotta ’tude. Prognosis: GET INTO IT! 


Sensacional Soul, Vol. 2 — Various 
Artists (vAmMPisouL) 

Yeah, this compilation is nothing but jams. Span- 
ish soul & funk gems from the late-’60s/early-’70s. 
Horns, organs, guitar licks, whistles, rummaged 
harmonies, shakes, tambourines, handclaps, floor 
stomps. Ready! Steady! Go! 


ViOLA 


World buyer who builds wells in Ethiopia 
(www.villagepace.org) 


Vieux Farka Touré - Live 
(SIX DEGREES) 
African rock, not from the ’70s but the new gen- 


eration, in this case, the great Ali Farka Touré’s son. 


Lokua Kanza — Nkolo 

(WORLD VILLAGE) 

Long-awaited release by Congolese singer who 
is very popular in Europe thanks to his beautiful 
voice and songwriting talents. This album of so- 
phisticated, spiritual songs is in French, Lingala, and 
Portuguese (he now lives in Brazil). Perfect for late 
-night listening. 


Etoile de Dakar — Once Upon 
a Time in Senegal: The Birth of 
Mbalax 1979-1981 


Mostly early Youssou N’Dour, when he was just a 
band member and the music was either Latin influ- 
enced or local mbalax — this most danceable Sen- 
egalese style ... Remastered from cassettes totally 
unavailable in this country so far. 


Tita Lima — Possibilidades (LABEL a) 
Sensuous voice from Brazil in a nice new produc- 


/ 


Woor, 


—\ 


tion. Tita grew up in a very musical environment 
and likes to do her own thing — showing a few 
possibilities in Brazilian music. 


Black Man’s Cry: The Inspiration 


Of Fela Kuti - Various Artists 
(STONES THROW/NOW AGAIN) 

Local label! Fela Kuti hated remixes but he prob- 
ably would have approved of this compilation: 
Mostly ’70s tracks of reinterpretations, recorded 
in the Caribbean, Colombia, Germany, and other 
places. Stand-outs are the steel drum orchestra 
covers. Furthermore the packaging (especially for 
the LPs) is beautiful. 


Lian Ensemble & Chirgilchin - 


The Window (LIANRECORDS) 

A meeting of a Persian sufi and a Tuvan throat-sing- 
ing group: It works surprisingly well because both 
groups leave enough space for each other — truly 
a window to musical possibilities. 


Afro Beat Airways: West African 
Shock Waves, Ghana & Togo 

1972 to 1979 — Various Artists 
(ANALOG AFRICA) 

Well, at this point | have not actually heard it but | 
know it'll be one of my faves ... From the people 


who brought the African Scream Contest, among 
others (T.P. Orchestre ...) 


DJ YAYA 


International DJ since 1996... 
Nneka — Concrete Jungle (cic) 


Alicia Keys — The Element Of 
Freedom (j-RECORDS) 


Flying Lotus —- Cosmogramma 
(WARP) 


Deadmau5 - At Play Vol.3 
(PLAY RECORDS) 


Drake- Thank Me Later (YouNG 
MONEY, CASH MONEY, UNIVERSAL MOTOWN) 


Zombieland — Directed by Ruben 
Fleischer 

Tip: 

Check out BEAUTY IS PAIN BOUTIQUE & RECORDS AD 


NAUSEAM, | 443 N. Highland in Hollywood. They have one 
of a kind & rare merchandise from records & band tees, to 
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sequins dresses & art. Incredible original clothing designs by 
Rio Warner. In-store theme parties with the best Djs & bands. 
Open |2-10pm everyday. 


Check out LIVE FOOTAGE, a Brooklyn-based band, with Topu 
Lyo (electric cello) & Mike Thies (drums, synth). ! saw them 
perform at a Hip Hop show in Brooklyn. Check out their 
California tour! www.livefootagebrooklyn.com 


If you're a new “Dj,” please read this book ... How To D} 
Right:The Art & Science of Playing Records, by Frank 
Broughton & Bill Brewster. 


Free DJ YaYa Mix-tapes: 
www.percussionlab.com/sets/dj_ya_ya/mixtape_2010 
www.soundcloud.com/djyayamix 
www.myspace.com/djyayamix 


ZAC 
BOU VION 


Jazz Room / Freeway 


The Locust — Peel Sessions 

(RADIO SURGERY) 

This band always has been, and always will be cool. 
Recorded two months before Lord Peel’s passing, 
this is a blazing set that trolls from the early singles, 
and the first record. Reckless, belligerent, and devi- 
ously smart. Capable of surgical precision, but only 
in manic blasts. Knowing his heart for early Grind- 
core, I’m sure Peel adored them. As should you. 
Makes me miss my home and my youth. | would 
see them |2 more times if i could. 


Philippe Besombes - Libra 

(WAH WAH SPAIN) 

Wah Wah’s current spate of Kraut/Euro Freak Rock 
reissues (Heldon/Embryo/Franz De Byl/Anima)is 
consistently stellar. They’ve once again dipped into 
the Nurse With Wound list for this 1975 French 
outsider gem. Libra is spacey and progressive, but 
never meandering. Touches of Brigitte Fontaine's 
Areski-era,and bombastic Magma-like instrumental 
passages, top-notch studio production, and wicked 
synth tones. 


Roscoe Holcomb - 


High Lonesome Sound 

(SMITHSONIAN FOLKWAYS) 

Vinyl reissues are flooding the market, but atten- 
tion to detail and the quality of raw materials used 
to make them are seriously lacking. Just as you’d 
expect, Folkways have done it properly. Also check 
out their library-quality pressings of Elizabeth Cot- 
ten and Dock Boggs. Historic American songs of 
hope and love, and the pain that will inevitably ac- 
company both. 
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Lazy Smoke - Corridor of Faces 
(JACKPOT) 

So glad this 1968 Downer Psych landmark is on 
vinyl again.A little more jangle and wistfulness than 
you usually get from my picks, but the songs are 
rock solid and the guitar rips. At times recalling 
Gandalf, The Left Banke, The Zombies’ Fender Rho- 
des sound, or even a stripped-down basement ver- 
sion of Millennium. Look for the old Arf!Arf! CD 
version, for some haunting, super-skeletal demo 
recordings of these songs. 


Karl-Heinz Schafer — Les Gants 
Blancs Du Diable - Original 


Soundtrack (vapim FRANCE) 

This 1970 French film score meets all the crite- 
ria for total cult/sleeper status. Lysergic sitars, jazz 
harp cascades, goofy Moog work-outs a la Jean- 
Jacques Perrey, big beat drums, a creepy little girl- 
vocal cut, and a dash of Morricone swerve. If you 
dig Vannier, Umiliani, or the scores to Z, Phaedra, 
La Planete Sauvage, or Vampyros Lesbos, check this 
out.| MUST see this movie. 


1% Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs 
Amazing institutional film made to educate the pigs 
about a specific strain of outlaw biker gang endem- 
ic to the backroads of most American cities in the 
’70s/early-’80s. In this tape’s case, Michigan. Lots of 
fun stock footage from rallies/news reports/surveil- 
lance work. There is also a priceless rundown on 
biker jargon, and all the rotten behavior you could 
ask for. This DVD is of dubious origin, and clearly 
taken from aVHS that a bunch of dudes watched a 
million times, over a million bong loads — | got off 
the couch to hit tracking, before | remembered it 
was a disc. Purple Wings Forever. 


No Fun Acid — No Fun Acid (No 
FUN PRODUCTIONS) 

Carlos Giffoni’s new extra-thumpy rhythmic noise 
project. Drives English Bulldog puppies apeshit. Is 
this fucking techno? 


Tip: 

Check out OFF! if you get a chance — Keith Morris’ new 
band with Steve McDonald from Redd Kross. If you thought 
Mario played the hell out of the drums in Earthless, wait ’til 
you see this shit. Classic South Bay Hardcore with a ragged 
Midwest stance. 





ae 
Q 
PURR 








KAREN 


listening makes hearing things easier 


Ariel Pink’s Haunted Graffiti — 
Before Today (4ApD) 


weird and intoxicating. just gets better with every 
listen. you ask what FUN sounds like?? 


Seu Jorge and Almaz — Seu Jorge 
and Almaz (NOW-AGAIN) 

groovy, eerie, dark, and just the littlest bit awkward 
in a charming way. this record has such a great 
feel. sexy and gritty but smooth all at once. love 
his voice and his style. and the band is a perfect 
compliment. 


Baths — Cerulean (AnTICON) 

tender. warm. freakily compelling. fuzzed out, but 
beautiful. aching and soaring, but no wallowing. 
from the low-end theory gang (flying lotus, daede- 
lus) where beats and rhythm simmer with melodies 


Eccentric Breaks and Beats — 


Various Artists (NUMERO GROUP) 

cool. wacky loops and percussion samples dug up 
from the most obscure buried treasures. an awe- 
some mix of strangeness. chicago’s numero group is 
the best at finding and sharing lost flecks of golden 
soul, funk, gospel, folk, hip-hop, and all the rest ... 


Punch Brothers — Antifogmatic 
(NONESUCH) 

textured and jazzy bluegrass with impeccable mu- 
sicianship. chris thile, the boy wonder from nickel 
creek, plays and sings with some of his talented 
buddies. 


The National — High Violet (44v) 


still listening to this record. cause it’s GREAT. 


The Books -— The Way Out 
(TEMPORARY RESIDENCE) 

this is “acoustic-synth” with humor. good stuff. fin- 
gerpickin’ and computers. 


Cut Chemist - Sound of the 


Police (SOUL KITCHEN) 

this cd is divided into two 20-minute sets of world 
beat and hip-hop. turntablism at its finest! i dig it. 
a lot. 


Congo: Rumba on the River — 


Various Artists (syLLArt) 

this two-disc collection is such a joy. congolese 
music is a hybrid of so many roots and influences. 
much of it afro-cuban and african jazz based. and it 
is infectious and amazing. 


The World Ends: Afro-Rock & 
Psychedelia in 1970’s Nigeria - 
Various Artists GOUNDWaY) 

raw and unfiltered — psychedelic garage rock comes 
at you nigerian style with syncopated african rhythms 
and funky, electrified, fuzzed out guitars. ROCK & 
ROLL laced with the african highlife energy. 


music is indeed the reflection of the past AND the 
future of a culture. capturing that unique moment 
in time. as it said on one of the labels of the origi- 
nal records: “WARNING: This packet contains a 
contact bomb and it will explode if placed on any 
record deck. Handle at your own risk!” 


Keith Jarrett/Charlie Haden — 


Jasmine (ecm) 

two of my favorite musicians. always sublime. their 
mastery and their use of space and truth in their 
playing always amazes me. they are able to create 
and allow intimacy that most musicians cannot even 
fathom. this is a gorgeous record. deeply felt. i feel 
lucky to have ears when i hear musicians like this. 
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Kris Kristofferson — Please Don’t 
Tell Me How the Story Ends: 


The Publishing Demos 1968-72 
(LIGHT IN THE ATTIC) 

another earthly delight from our friends at light 
in the attic. early demos and rough recordings of 
songs we know well plus other gems. his voice is 
so threadbare and soulful. a great collector’s book- 
let with words from dennis hopper, merle haggard, 
michael simmons, among others. there is a sense 
of eavesdropping into a raw place of a young man's 
heart. 


Fitz & The Tranrums - Pickin’ 


Up the Pieces (DANGERBIRD) 

this band totally rocks! in that old-fashioned, shake 
your booty, get-down-on-it kinda way.well-crafted 
songs with a funky edgy ass-kick. 


M.I.A. — Maya (INTERSCOPE) 

no watered down resting on her laurels. this is 
M.I.A. as fierce as ever. with DIPLO and company, 
she can totally ROCK you. she zaps your insides 
like an electric fence!!! 


The Roots — How | Got Over 

(DEF JAM) 

still saying something that matters and delivering it 
with blistering beats and absorbing musical explo- 
rations. soulful and lean. 


Mumford & Sons - Sigh No More 
(GLASS NOTE) 
catchy folky harmonies. good stuff. 


Frank (Just Frank) -— The Brutal 


Wave (wierRD) 
learned about this from my friend brad’s blog. love 
this record. moody and broody — just how i like it. 


WILD Records Collection — 
WILDEST: The Young Breed 


Volume 2 

this local LA rockabilly label is just amazing. and this 
volume is rockin’ through and through. just put it 
in the player and press PLAY. your toes will start to 
tap and your hips will begin to shake ... 


Ana Moura - Leva-me aos fados 
(WORLD VILLAGE) 

portuguese fado music has got to be the most 
beautiful and sad and lamenting music in the world. 
mournful and rich. though no one can come close 
the amalia rodrigues, the queen of fado, ana moura 
has a beautiful voice, and she is keeping the tra- 
dition alive and her popularity is allowing her to 
share the mystery of fado with the world. 
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Marc Cohn - Listening Booth: 
1970 (SAGUARO ROAD) 

remember him? “walking in memphis.” he put to- 
gether this “concept album” of cover songs from 
the year 1970. ok. but it works. all the songs are 
familiar, but his voice pulls you in. sparse and earthy. 
highlights are “letter” and “only living boy in new 
york.” 


DVDs: 
A Prophet - Directed by Jacquez 
Audiard 


a long and winding tale of the erosion as well as the 
endurance of innocence. 


Louis Bluie (Criterion Collection) 
- Directed by Terry Zwigoff 


i LOVED this movie when it first came out. finally 
a criterion version. 


Bad Lieutenant: Port of Call New 
Orleans -— Directed by Werner 


Herzog 

herzog and cage are strange bedfellows indeed. and 
the texture and madness of new orleans is the per- 
fect foil for both. 


Hot Tips: 

b-music collections (any and all of them). “what’s in my bag” 
on amoeba.com (love to see what people picked up in the 
store) 


other notables: 

Caribou — Swim 

Die Antwoord — 5: totally fucked up and addictive 
Teenage Fanclub — Shadows 

Beyond Berkeley Guitar — Various Artists 





NOTES: 
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NOTES: 


JOIN THE FUN ON 
AMeEBA.COM 


IN-STORE FEATURES 


Check out our Video and Photo Galleries often! They are constantly updated with 
images from our live in-store performances. Take a gander at videos, interviews 
and stills from Los Lobos, Crowded House, Slash, Elijah Wood, 
Die Antwoord, KRS-ONE, Flying Lotus, Jonsi, Ozzy Osbourne, 
Broken Social Scene and many others! 


ANOEFBA NAiL ORDER 


Amoeba Mail Order brings OUR STORE to YOUR DOOR! Whether it’s a brand 
new release or a catalog title, this service DELIVERS our amazing inventory of 
music and movies directly to you! Our personal shopper/mail order program is so 
easy to use, just let us know what you’re looking for via Amoeba.com, phone or 
fax and we'll do the rest. 


FIREE DOWNLOADS 


We continue to share our passion for music by inviting you to download free MP3 
tracks from our live in-store performances as well as bonus and unreleased mate- 
rial and upcoming and current independent and major label releases. 

Our Free Downloads section features artists in all genres. Check out the selection 
from Kristin Hersh, KO-S, Pavement, The Morning Benders, 
Mike Patton, XX, Vampire Weekend, Smashing Pumpkins, 
Nirvana and many, many more! 


WRHAT’S iN MY BAG? 


You never know what you'll find while roaming the aisles of Amoeba Music. 
Our “What’s in My Bag?” feature explores some of the recent discoveries that 
musicians, actors, artists, directors, customers, and our own staff have unearthed 
while shopping at all three Amoeba Music stores. Recent additions to the section 
include WIMB’s from Elijah Wood, Rich Fulcher (The Mighty Boosh), 
Groove Armada, Busdriver, Tegan and Sara, Jay Bentley (Bad 
Religion), The Big Pink and a host of many other interesting folks! 


NUCH NORE ON ANOFBA.COM 


Amoeba.com is home to many special features, such as the Amoeblog — a 
place where Amoeba staff rant and rave about nearly everything — as well as our 
Buy Stuff section where you can purchase Amoeba exclusives, Home Grown 
releases, “Music We Like” titles and loads more. We continually update our live 
shows calendar, blowouts and clearance sales, DJ sets, store events and contests! 
To fully be in-the-know, sign up for our e-newsletter, follow us on Twitter, friend us 
on Facebook, watch us on YouTube and register for our special texts! 


PEACE THREVEH MUSIC. 
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